Iran Daily extends its congratulations on the:
auspicious birth anniversary of Hazrat
Masoumeh (SA), the sister of Imam Reza (PBUH).
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Taliban car bomb
kills dozens in

Afghan capital

ATaliban suicide attacker detonated a car bomb in
the western part of Kabul on Monday, killing up
to 35 people and wounding more than 40, govern-
ment officials said, in one of the worst attacks in
the Afghan capital in recent weeks.

Police cordoned off the area, located near the
house of Deputy Government Chief Executive
Mohammad Mohagiq in a part of the city where
many of the mainly Shia Hazara community live,
Reuters reported.

Monday’s suicide bombing, which targeted
government personnel, continued the unrelenting
violence that has killed more than 1,700 civilians
in Afghanistan so far this year.

The assault came as a presidential spokesman
said the Taliban also killed at least 35 civilians in
an attack on a hospital in central Ghor Province
over the weekend.

The Taliban, which is battling the Western-
backed government and a NATO-led coalition for
control of Afghanistan, has launched a wave of at-
tacks around the country in recent days, sparking
fighting in more than half a dozen provinces.

Acting Interior Ministry spokesman Najib Dan-
ish said at least 24 people had been killed and 40
wounded but the casualty toll could rise further.

Another senior official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said the toll stood at 35 killed.
Thatwas in line with a claim on Twitter by Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid, who said 37 “in-
telligence workers™ had been killed.

Government security forces said a small bus
owned by the Ministry of Mines had been de-
stroyed in the blast but the National Directorate for
Security, the main intelligence agency, said none
of its personnel had been hit.

Three civilian vehicles and 15 shops were de-
stroyed or damaged in the blast, the Interior Minis-
try said in a statement. Kabul has accounted for at
least 20 percent of all civilian casualties this year,
including at least 150 people killed in a massive
truck bomb attack at the end of May, according to
United Nations figures.

The Daesh terror group claimed an attack on a
mosque in the capital two weeks ago that killed at
least four people.

On Sunday, dozens of Afghan troops were un-
der siege after Taliban militants overran a district
in northern Faryab Province, a spokesman for the
provincial police said.

There was also fighting in Baghlan, Badakh-
shan, and Kunduz provinces in Afghanistan’s
north, and Kandahar, Helmand, and Uruzgan in
the south, according to officials.

Iran: Total deal
will generate over
$130b revenues

Economic Desk

ran’s oil minister once again threw

I his weight behind a deal reached with

France’s energy giant Total to develop the

Islamic Republic’s massive offshore natural gas

field in the Persian Gulf, saying it will gener-

ate over $130 billion worth of revenues for the
country.

On July 3, Total signed the five-billion-dollar
deal to develop Phase 11 of Iran’s South Pars,
the world’s largest gas field.

“Iran’s revenues from the deal with Total will
exceed $130 billion during the project,” Bijan
Namdar Zanganeh said on Monday.

IRNA

He rejected the claim that Total’s revenues
from the deal will exceed those of Iran’s add-
ing that the foreign consortium will only be paid
$12.9 billion during 20 years.

The oil minister said the foreign side will also
pay around $1.3 billion as taxes to the Iranian
government.

He said delaying the project each year will in-
cur losses of $5.5 billion.

Some lIranian lawmakers said that the deal
would undermine the country’s “national inter-
ests”. However, government officials rejected
the claim, saying the accord will serve the inter-
ests of national development.

Continued on Page 2

Anti-Erdogan

journalists tried in

Turkey on ‘terror’ charges

Directors and journalists
from one of Turkey’s most
respected opposition newspa-
pers went on trial Monday in
a case which has raised new
alarm over press freedoms
under President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.

The defendants from the
Cumhuriyet daily were de-
tained from October last
year under a state of emer-
gency imposed after the July
2016 failed coup blamed on
US-based preacher Fethul-
lah Gulen and charged with
terror-related offences, AFP
reported.

A total of 17 Cumhuri-
yet staff — including writers,
cartoonists and executives —
went on trial at the imposing
Palace of Justice in Istanbul
inside a courtroom crammed
with supporters.

Supporters released dozens
of multicolored balloons out-
side the courthouse, chanting:
“Don’t be silenced! A free

media is a right!”

If convicted, the defendants
face varying terms of up to 43
years in jail.

Turkey ranks 155th on the
latest Reporters Without Bor-
ders (RSF) world press free-
dom index, below Belarus

AFP
and the Democratic Republic
of Congo.

According to the P24 press
freedom group, there are 166
journalists behind bars in Tur-
key, most of whom were ar-
rested under the state of emer-
gency.

Erdogan, however, insisted
in an interview earlier this
month there were just “two
real journalists” behind bars
in Turkey.

Cumhuriyet  (Republic),
which was set up in 1924 and
is Turkey’s oldest mainstream
national title, has been a thorn
in the side of Erdogan in re-
cent years.

It is one of the few genuine
opposition voices in the press,

which is dominated by strong-
ly pro-government media and
bigger mainstream dailies that
are increasingly wary of chal-
lenging the authorities.

Those appearing in court
include some of the best
known names in Turkish jour-
nalism including the column-
ist Kadri Gursel, the paper’s
editor-in-chief Murat Sabun-
cu and the respected cartoon-
ist Musa Kart.

Also being tried in the case
is the investigative journal-
ist Ahmet Sik, who in 2011
wrote an explosive book,
“The Imam’s Army” exposing
the grip Gulen’s movement
had on the Turkish state.

Eleven of the 17, including
Gursel, Sabuncu, Kart and
Sik, are held in custody, while
the other six are free.

“This trial is a test for Tur-
key,” Aydin Engin, one of the
writers on trial who was freed
after his initial arrest. “Er-
dogan says justice is balanced
in Turkey. Now we will see.”

Those held have been de-
tained for 267 days, with the
exception of Sik, who has
been held for 206 days.

Since their arrests, Cum-
huriyet has continued publish-
ing the columns of the jailed
journalists but with a blank
white space instead of text.

The 17 are charged with
supporting in the newspaper’s
writings no less than three
groups considered by Turkey
as terror outfits — the Kurd-
istan Workers’ Party (PKK),
the ultra-left Revolutionary
People’s Liberation Party-
Front (DHKP-C) and Gulen’s
movement, which Ankara
calls the Fethullah Terror Or-
ganization (FETO).

Poli Desk

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on
Monday that unity and solidarity among all
the forces and institutions of the Islamic es-
tablishment are essential for fulfilling the
guidelines of the Leader of the Islamic Revo-

Rouhaﬁi: Unity key to fulﬁllin
Leader’s guidelines,
serving people

V7. |

lution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, and
serving the people.

He made the remarks in a meeting with
the top commanders of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC) in Tehran, IRNA
reported.

Continued on Page 2

Polish president vetoes
controversial court reforms

Polish President Andrzej Duda on Monday ve-
toed controversial judicial reforms that had
prompted huge street protests and threats of un-
precedented EU sanctions.

The veto came as a surprise move from Duda,
aclose ally of the ruling rightwing Law and Jus-
tice (PiS) Party that had pushed the reforms.

Duda said he had made his decision after ex-
tensive consultations with legal experts during
the weekend, when thousands of people took to
the streets across Poland urging him to veto pro-
posals that have led critics to accuse the govern-
ment of threatening the rule of law, AFP wrote.

The reforms will now pass back to Parliament
to be amended, and would need a three-fifths
majority — which the PiS does not have - to go
through.

“I have decided to send back to Parliament
— therefore, to veto — the law on the Supreme
Court, as well as the law on the National Coun-
cil of the Judiciary,” Duda said in a televised an-
nouncement.

“This law would not strengthen the sense of
justice” in society, he said.

His veto was immediately welcomed by the
opposition.

“It’s without a doubt a step in the right direc-
tion,” said Kamila Pihowicz-Gasiuk, a lawmak-
er from the liberal Nowoczesna Party.

“It’s proof that pressure from citizens can
work.”

The reforms would have increased politi-
cal control over the judiciary, sparking an out-
cry amongst critics who said the PiS Party
was seeking to reduce the independence of the
courts.

“It should not be part of our tradition that the
attorney general can interfere in the work of the
Supreme Court,” Duda said.

The role of attorney general is held by the
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justice minister in Poland, and the change was
among reforms that had sparked concern over
the rule of law.

The Polish senate had on Saturday backed the
reforms, but they had still needed the president’s
sign-off.

But Monday’s veto was a surprise as Duda is
closely allied with the PiS.

Thousands of protesters have taken to the
streets across Poland in recent days to oppose
the bill, including huge crowds of people who
held a candlelit protest outside the Supreme
Court on Sunday night urging Duda to veto the
changes.

Several hundred had gathered at the court
again on Monday.

The European Commission had threatened to
halt Poland’s voting rights over the proposed re-
forms — a so-called ‘nuclear option’ that the EU
had never invoked — while the United States had
also expressed concern.

The government has defended the reforms,
calling them indispensable to combat corruption
and streamline the judicial system.

The PiS, which began making changes to the
judiciary after coming to power in late 2015, has
argued that resistance to the initiatives is a case
of the elite defending its privileges.

Under the current system, candidates for the
Supreme Court are selected by an independent
body consisting mainly of judges but also a few
politicians.
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Talks in Baghdad

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Arab and African Affairs Hossein Jaberi
Ansari and leader of Irag’s National Alliance Ammar al-Hakim discussed
the latest regional developments in a meeting in Baghdad on Monday.

LIS N RodNational

IranJudiciary chief calls on US
torelease Iranians, assets

Iran’s top judge called on the United States on Monday to re-
lease Iranians held in US prisons and billions of dollars in Ira-
nian assets, days after Washington urged Tehran to free three
US citizens.

The statement by Ayatollah Sadeq Larijani capped a week
of heightened rhetoric over the jailing of Americans in Iran
and new US sanctions against the Islamic Republic, Reuters
reported.

“We tell them: “You should immediately release Iranian
citizens held in American prisons in violation of international
rules and based on baseless charges’,” Larijani said in remarks
carried by state television.

“You have seized the property of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in violation of all rules and in a form of open piracy, and
these should be released.”
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On Friday, US President Donald Trump urged Tehran to
return Robert Levinson, an American former law enforce-
ment officer who, Washington claims, disappeared in Iran
more than a decade ago, and release businessman Siamak
Namazi and his father Baqer, imprisoned on espionage
charges.

Trump said Iran would face “new and serious consequenc-
es” if the three men were not released. US authorities imposed
new economic sanctions on Iran on Tuesday over its ballistic
missile program.

Earlier this month, Iran said another US citizen, Xiyue
Wang, a graduate student from Princeton University, had been
sentenced to 10 years in jail for spying.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi said
on Monday that the US “cannot and should not” speak to Iran
using a threatening language. “The era of threats is over,” he
said, adding that some comments by US officials on the arrest
of the US citizen “amounted to interference in Iran’s domestic
affairs.”

“Such remarks will not have any bearing on Iran’s decisions
and judicial system,” said Qassemi.

“The Americans should change their language and dis-
course, and use some other language and diction in regard to
the Iranian nation.”

Release

our

prisoners
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Iranians
in US

Iran: P5+1 not accompanying US
over nuclear deal

Bahram Qassemi said the countries

of the P5+1 group are not accompa-
nying the US in its treacherous measures
against the nuclear deal.

During a Monday press conference,
Qassemi said the United States is in a mi-
nority of one in its destructive ambitions
against the 2015 nuclear deal between
the Islamic Republic and the P5+1 group,
which includes the US.

Iran and the five permanent members
of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil — the United States, Britain, France,
China and Russia — plus Germany signed
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) on July 14, 2015 and started im-
plementing it on January 16, 2016, Press
TV reported.

Under the agreement, limits were put
on Iran’s nuclear activities in exchange
for, among other things, the removal of
all nuclear-related bans against the Islam-
ic Republic.

The JCPOA has been hailed as a tri-
umph for diplomacy, which has benefited
all the contractual parties.

The US has, however, been toying with
the idea of “tearing up” the accord or ef-
fecting changes to it, despite various in-

I ranian Foreign Ministry spokesman

L
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ternational bodies, including the United
Nations and the European Union warning
Washington could not do so as the agree-
ment is a multilateral one.

“The JCPOA is a multilateral agree-
ment,” Qassemi said, adding, “We are
aware of European countries’ positions
[on it]. They are committed to the JCPOA
.... China and Russia’s relevant position
is also clear and transparent.”

He noted that a meeting of the Joint
Commission of the JCPOA, which gath-
ers representatives of the signatories
around the task for monitoring the ac-
cord’s implementation, had seen all the
attendants pledging their present and fu-
ture commitments to the pact. “Even the
US itself announced that it was commit-
ted to it (the JCPOA),” the official said.

Describing the JCPOA as a solid agree-
ment, Qassemi said the US has not been
able to undermine it, despite “its lack of
commitment and obstruction against it.”

“Therefore, it cannot but take other
measures to weaken it so it can deny Iran
of its benefits as much as it can, or to spoil
the political atmosphere,” he added.

He was referring to Washington’s sanc-
tions against Iran’s missile program, de-
spite the program’s not constituting a vio-
lation of the accord.

Iran, though, is a self-sufficient and
powerful country, which could move for-
ward without reliance on others, he said,
and noted, “This is a source of concern
for the US.”

Qassemi expressed hope that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump would not put his

country and people in trouble by seeking
to act against the JCPOA.

Kuwait ties

On Iran-Kuwait ties, Qassemi said re-
lations at an ambassadorial level will con-
tinue.

He said that on Thursday Iran’s ambas-
sador to Kuwait met with Kuwaiti For-
eign Ministry officials, who told him “it
would be better” for staffers at the Iranian
diplomatic mission to reduce their num-
ber, and that the mission was advised to
take action towards downsizing the work-
force within a month and a half.

“This is contemptible,” Qassemi said,
and noted that Tehran reserved the right
to counteract.

Saudi fishing boat

On Friday, Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy seized a Sau-
di vessel after it trespassed on the coun-
try’s territorial waters in the Persian Gulf.

Qassemi said it was natural for vessels
to stray into foreign waters as a result of
meteorological circumstances.

“This is partly natural and can be sub-
ject to interaction and negotiation,” he
said. Iran and Saudi Arabia do not have
diplomatic relations, but occasionally ex-
change messages through other channels,
Qassemi noted. Riyadh cut its diplomatic
ties with Iran in early 2016 after violent
protests in front of its Iran-based diplo-
matic premises against its earlier execu-
tion of a leading Shia cleric.

Shamkhani: Countering terrorist

groups needs coordinated measures

Political Desk

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Se-
curity Council Ali Shamkhani said on
Monday that countering the formation and
expansion of terrorist groups requires co-
ordinated measures among neighboring
countries.

Shamkhani made the comments in a
meeting with visiting Afghan president’s
national security advisor Mohammad
Hanif Atmar in Tehran on Monday, IRNA
reported.

Both officials also exchanged views on
security developments in the region and
fighting terrorism.

They also discussed bilateral coopera-
tion on the economy, security, water and
fighting illicit drug trafficking.

The Iranian official condemned a
Monday terrorist attack in Afghanistan’s
capital which killed at least 35 people,

expressing condolences to the families of
the victims, Afghan government and the
nation.

He also expressed concern about the
continuation of financial and intelligence
support for terrorist and Takfiri groups
by certain regional countries on the pre-
text of establishing religious schools and
social institutions, warning that these
measures would expand insecurity and
ethnic conflicts.

Referring to Iran’s constructive coop-
eration over the formation of Afghanistan
National Unity Government, the Afghan
official emphasized the continuation of
negotiations in order to strengthen the
government’s authority.

Atmar added that the increase of insecu-
rity and political differences in the country
paves the way for the strengthening of the
influence of terrorism and the spread of in-
security to regional countries.

Rouhani: Unity key to
fulfilling Leader’s...

From Page 1

Expressing his gratitude towards the
IRGC’s devoted and sincere forces, he ex-
pressed hope that during his second term in
office as president, coordinated efforts by
all Iranian Armed Forces would result in the
speedy accommodation of the people’s de-
mands.

The president expressed optimism that in
the next four years, all responsible Iranian
institutions will increase their efficiency by
demonstrating complete transparency in
their specialized fields and guarantee the
country’s national security by using mod-
ern technologies to improve the combative
capabilities of the IRGC and the Islamic
Republic of Iran Army.

He also stressed that his administration
will fully support the IRGC’s services and ef-
forts in the coming years.

Addressing the same gathering, IRGC
Commander Major General Mohammad-Ali
Jafari congratulated Rouhani on his reelec-
tion as Iran’s president and the huge turnout
in the May 19 presidential election.

He voiced the IRGC’s willingness to fully
cooperate with the Rouhani administration
to achieve the targets of Iran’s 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

In this meeting, other commanders pre-
sented a report on the IRGC’s activities and
level of preparedness, and expressed ap-
preciation for the government’s support in
expanding the country’s defense capabilities
and fighting terrorism.

Iran: Total deal
will generate...

From Page 1

Zanganeh pointed to the objectives of the country’s Sixth Five-Year
Economic Development Plan, saying Iran needs to attract $200 billion of
investment in the oil sector.

He said 70 percent of such huge investment should be met through for-
eign financial resources.

Total will be the deal’s operator with a 50.1 percent stake, alongside
Chinese state-owned oil and gas company CNPC with 30 percent, and Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company’s subsidiary Petropars with 19.9 percent.

an Uy

The project will have a production capacity of two billion cubic feet
per day, or 400,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day including condensate,
Total says, adding that the gas will supply the Iranian domestic market
starting in 2021.

The first stage of the South Pars development will cost around $2 bil-
lion and the production is expected to start within 40 months.

The agreement marks the first major Western energy investment in the
Islamic Republic since the lifting of sanctions against the country in Janu-
ary 2016 which followed the signing of a nuclear deal known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with the major world powers a
year earlier.

The offshore field was first developed in the 1990s. Total was one of the
biggest investors in Iran until the imposition of international sanctions in
2006.

Total signed an initial agreement with Tehran on November 8.

The French company had delayed the final investment decision as it
waited for US President Donald Trump’s administration to renew the US
sanctions waivers.

Trump extended sanctions relief for Iran in May.

Iran, a major producer in the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries, hopes its new petroleum contracts will attract foreign compa-
nies and boost oil and gas output in the post-JCPOA era.
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Swiss chainsaw attack

A man armed with a chainsaw injured at least five people in Switzerland
on Monday and is on the run after a rampage that police said was not “a
terrorist act.”

LIS N Rodinternational

Kremlin warns against ‘harmful’
new US sanctions on Russia

he Kremlin on Monday warned

I that new US sanctions on Rus-

sia would hit the interests of both

sides as Congress gears up to approved
fresh punitive measures.

“We consider such a continuation of
the rhetoric of sanctions counterproduc-
tive and harmful to the interests of both
countries,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said.

In mid-June, the US Senate over-
whelmingly passed tough sanctions, but
the text stalled in the House of Repre-
sentatives, until agreement was reached
on Saturday, AFP reported.

The House is now set to vote today on
a bill that targets Russia — for its alleged
meddling in the 2016 presidential elec-
tion and reunification of Crimea with
Russia in 2014 —as well as Iran and North
Korea, for its ballistic missile tests. Ini-
tially, US President Donald Trump resist-
ed the legislation, which would prevent
him from unilaterally easing penalties
against Moscow in the future — effective-
ly placing him under Congress’s watch.

But he seems to be left with little op-
tion but to sign off on the move as a po-
litical firestorm swirls over potential col-
lusion between his campaign and Russia.

Peskov said the Kremlin is still wait-
ing and watching to see if Trump will ap-
prove the measures, after White House
communications director Anthony Scara-
mucci said the US leader was weighing
his decision.

Before Trump definitively takes a deci-

Dmitry Peskov

Peskov said.

Maduro says vote on
as Venezuela opposition
calls 48-hour strike

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, defying a threat of US sanctions and
calls by his opponents for two days of general strikes this week, vowed to
press on with a vote to elect a new national assembly and rewrite the constitu-
tion.

“Who doesn’t go vote next Sunday is hurting the Republic of Venezuela, is
hurting the right for peace, because what we are deciding here next week is
between peace or war, violence or the constituent assembly,” according to a
statement issued Sunday, Bloomberg reported.

Maduro reinforced his determination to hold the July 30 vote after Venezue-
la’s opposition party called for a 48-hour general strike in Caracas Wednesday
and Thursday.

Deputy Simon Calzadilla, speaking for Unidad Democratica, urged Ven-
ezuelans to go to their electoral centers to place protest banners and signs that
say “in my voting place there won’t be a constituent assembly.”

Calzadilla, in an email, also asked citizens to rally to Caracas next Friday to
“demand massively” that Maduro’s government halt the assembly vote.

“If the regime doesn’t cancel this fraud by Friday, the party will inform of
the actions it will behold on July 29 and 30, Calzadilla said in the statement.
“Center by center, street by street, neighborhood by neighborhood to defeat
Maduro’s proposal.”

REUTERS
Nicolas Maduro

Maduro has signaled he would proceed despite US threats of “strong and
swift economic actions” and a symbolic vote against it by 7.5 million Ven-
ezuelans who participated in an unsanctioned ballot. With the oil-exporting
economy already in a tailspin, investors say some sort of ban on crude exports
from Venezuela may force the country into default on its debt.

Julio Borges, the president of Venezuela’s National Assembly, called
this upcoming week “crucial” for the country. In an interview broadcast
Sunday on CNN'’s “Fareed Zakaria GPS,” Borges appealed for internation-
al help in stopping Maduro’s planned assembly and to lay the groundwork
for a “real and deep negotiation with the participation of the international
community.”

“Venezuela is not only a Venezuelan problem right now,” he said, noting
widespread emigration. “We need the help from other democracies in order to
change what we are living right now in Venezuela.”

sion it is too early to talk about any po-
tential countermeasure from Moscow,

have slumped to their lowest since the
Cold War as the US slapped sanctions on
Moscow over it meddling in Ukraine.

Ties between Moscow and Washington

MIKHAIL METZEL/TASS

tion might ease relations between the two
sides, but those prospects have dimmed
in the face of a major political pushback

Russia had hoped that Trump’s elec-  in Washington.

Hospitals overwhelmed
as Sri Lanka dengue
death toll nears 300

AFP
Fogging for mosquitoes in Sri Lanka suffering a record near 300 deaths from
dengue this year

Sri Lanka announced Monday it was intensifying its war on dengue fever, with
schools to shut across the island to help curb the unprecedented outbreak of the
mosquito-borne virus that has claimed nearly 300 lives.

The Red Cross also announced it was scaling up its emergency response to
the country’s worst-ever outbreak of the disease as the number of dengue cases
topped 100,000, according to AFP.

That figure is nearly double the previous year, with doctors warning hospitals
were beyond capacity as medics struggled to treat a new strain of the disease.

The education ministry said schools would shut from Friday for four days as
tens of thousands of volunteers join government officials and soldiers in targeting
mosquito breeding grounds.

“Instructions have gone out to all schools today to coordinate with local author-
ities and look for any mosquito breeding areas in their immediate neighborhood,”
aministry official said.

Troops have already been spreading out across the island to help local councils
drain pools of stagnant water to ensure mosquito larvae have nowhere to flourish.

Official figures show 290 people have died so far this year from dengue fever,
nearly four times the fatalities recorded in all of 2016.

The number of cases has soared to above 105,000, a sharp jump from the
55,150 recorded last year.

About half those cases were reported from the island’s west, including the capi-
tal Colombo.

“One reason for the dramatic rise in cases is that the virus currently spreading
has evolved and people lack the immunity to fight off the new strain,” Dr. Novil
Wijesekara, head of health at the Sri Lanka Red Cross, said in a statement.

The humanitarian organization, which has increased its budget by $300,000 to
cope with the outbreak, said infected patients were “streaming into overcrowded
hospitals that are stretched beyond capacity and struggling to cope”.

Last week Australia said it was donating $1.2 million to manage patients and
help with research to contain the spread of the virus.

Humid monsoon weather, stagnant water from recent flooding and mounting
piles of rotting garbage in Colombo have created perfect conditions for the rapid
spread of mosquitoes.

Authorities have blamed a waste management crisis in the capital for the unusu-
ally large number of infections. Sri Lanka’s main rubbish tip collapsed in April,
crushing dozens of homes and killing 32 people.

Over two dozen people killed
in Pakistan blast

At least 26 people were killed and 30 others wounded in an
explosion on the Ferozepur Road near Arfa Karim IT Tower
on Monday afternoon, police said.

Lahore Police Chief Amin Wains said the “police were the
target”. He also confirmed that it was a suicide blast.

According to Rescue 1122, nine policemen are among those
who lost their lives in the blast. The area where the explosion
occurred is a busy locality near the office of Punjab Chief
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

The chief minis-
ter was in a meeting
at his Model Town
office  when the
blast took place.

“Police and La-
hore Development
Authority officials
were busy in re-
moving encroach-
ments outside the
Arfa Karim Tower,
located near the
CM’s Model Town
residence when a
powerful blast took
place,” Rescue
1122 Jam Sajjad
told the Daily Pa-
kistan.

Three motorcycles and at least one vehicle have been re-
ported damaged in the explosion. The identities of the victims
have not yet been ascertained as of yet. Lahore’s Metro Bus
also passes near the IT tower.

Police and other law enforcement personnel reached the
site of the incident and cordoned off the area. Forensics teams
started collecting evidence from the blast site, after which
the nature of explosion will be confirmed. Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif condemned the Lahore suicide blast
and voiced grief and sorrow over the loss of lives.

dailypakistan.com

Australia ‘reneged’
on refugee promise: UN

The head of the United Nations’ refugee agency has accused the
federal government of backtracking on an agreement to resettle
some people in offshore detention in Australia.

In a strongly-worded statement issued on Monday, Filippo
Grandi said UNHCR had agreed to help with the relocation of
refugees on Manus Island and Nauru to the United States last No-
vember when the deal was struck, AAP reported.

But that was based on the “clear understanding” that vulner-
able refugees with close family ties in Australia would ultimately
be allowed to settle there.

“UNHCR has recently been informed by Australia that it re-
fuses to accept even these refugees,” the UN’s high commission-
er for refugees said.

That meant some with serious medical conditions or who have
experienced trauma including sexual violence can’t get support
from family in Australia.

“To avoid prolonging their ordeal, UNHCR has no other
choice but to endorse the relocation of all refugees on Papua New
Guinea and Nauru to the United States, even those with close
family members in Australia.”

The agency claims the understanding was reached over anum-
ber of months in a series of meetings and correspondence involv-
ing government officials.

But it’s unclear who exactly gave the undertaking.

UNHCR’s assistant high commissioner for protection Volker
Turk said Immigration Minister Peter Dutton and his department
had agreed to allow compelling cases to be presented for consid-
eration.

“Itis on the basis of that understanding that we made these cas-
es to the Australian government in the hope that, as is normally
the case in such instances, those with close family links would be
able to settle in Australia,” he told ABC’s 7.30 program.

He said only 36 people so far have been identified as having
close family links to Australia.

The claim stands in stark contrast to the message the Turnbull
government has been peddling publicly. Dutton’s office, in dis-
missing the accusation, reiterated that those transferred to off-
shore processing centers will never settle in Australia.

“The position of the coalition government has been clear and
consistent,” a spokeswoman said.

On Sunday, Dutton said there was no contingency under which
the government would change its mind.

“No, and people will not be coming to Australia,” he told Sky
News. Grandi said there was no doubt vulnerable people - al-
ready subject to four years of “punishing conditions” - should be
reunited with their families in Australia, labelling it the humane
and reasonable thing to do.

“The Australian government’s decision to deny them this pos-
sibility is contrary to the fundamental principles of family unity
and refugee protection, and to common decency,” he said.

He urged Australia to bring an immediate end to the harmful
practice of offshore processing, claiming it has caused extensive
and avoidable suffering.

His sentiments have been echoed by Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch, the Human Rights Law Centre, Refugee
Council of Australia and the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre,
who have all called on the Turnbull government to reunite those
families who have been split up.

“That the UNHCR chief issued such a stinging rebuke of Aus-
tralia’s policies speaks volumes - the UN is sick and tired of Aus-
tralia shirking its responsibilities under international law,” Hu-
man Rights Watch’s Australia director Elaine Pearson said in a
statement.
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Thai investment

Iran welcomes Thai investment in oil, gas, fishery, roads and agricultural
sectors, said Deputy Head of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture Mohammadreza Karbasi.
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South Korea focusing on small,
midsize businesses in Iran: Envoy

One of South Korea’s main trade strategies is to forge links
with Iran’s small and midsize businesses to minimize the ad-
verse impacts of any severance of trade interaction between
a few major companies, said South Korean ambassador to
Iran.

TASNIM NEWS AGENCY

Kim Sung-ho

Speaking at a trade meeting in Tehran, Kim Sung-ho said
that Seoul is seeking to promote cooperation among Korean
and Iranian small and midsize firms as a ‘strategy for sta-
bility” in shaping ties with Tehran, Tasnim News Agency re-
ported.

When thousands of Iranian and South Korean business-
es work in partnership, the severance of relations by a few
companies will not have a major effect on bilateral economic
relations, Kim added.

Expressing dissatisfaction over the fact that crude oil con-
stitutes 98 percent of Iran’s exports to South Korea, the am-
bassador said cooperation between small and medium indus-
tries would greatly boost bilateral trade.

He also reminded the Korean businesspeople present in
the meeting that Iran is not a market for the sale of Korean
products anymore, stressing that South Korean industries
should work on plans to ‘transfer technology’ to Iranian
companies.

The Iranian administration’s policy is to cut down on pur-
chasing foreign products, Kim noted, encouraging the Kore-
an activists to seize the opportunity and make investment in
Iran. In May 2016, then South Korean president, Park Geun-
hye, paid a visit to Iran with a big delegation of ministers,
top officials and business people, and signed 19 agreements
with Iran.

South Korea remains one of the major crude importers
from Iran. The East Asian nation’s oil imports from Iran
sharply increased in 2016 immediately after anti-Iran eco-
nomic sanctions were lifted under the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) — a nuclear agreement between
Iran and the P5+1 (Russia, China, the US, Britain, France
and Germany).

500,000-ton rolling unitbecomes
operational in central Iran

The rolling unit of Abarkuh’s Sarmad Iron and Steel Indus-
tries Company was inaugurated in the central Iranian province
of Yazd on Saturday in a ceremony attended by Industry, Mine
and Trade Minister Mohammadreza Nematzadeh.

The unit has an annual output capacity of 500,000 tons, ac-
cording to a fax sent to Iran Daily.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremony in which a number
of Yazd Province’s officials were also present, Nematzadeh
stressed that industry is the main propeller of the country’s de-
velopment.

He added establishing industrial units in deprived areas
helps transfer modern technologies to these regions, leads to
their rapid growth and development and generates jobs.

The minister said, “Until a few years ago, we exported 20
million tons of iron ore mined in the country in the absence of
processing units in domestic steel industry. Today, however,
we have managed to establish certain steel production units
to process iron ore into added-value products and export them
thanks to the speedy development of the steel industry.”

He expressed his gratitude towards the investors of the
project, particularly Chadormalu Mining and Industrial Com-
pany, whose head office is located in Tehran, which accounts
for 65 percent of the investments in the construction of the in-
dustrial unit.

Nematzadeh hoped that his ministry will be able to extend
credit lines to investors in domestic production and industrial
sector and give them facilities after a number of problems and
certain obstacles are overcome.

Addressing the same ceremony, Abbas-Qoli Samandarian,
the managing director of Sarmad Iron and Steel Industries
Company, said his firm was established in March 2012 with
the objective of meeting a part of the country’s requirements
in steel products.

He said the company was jointly funded by Chadormalu
Mining and Industrial Company (65 percent) and Mines and
Metals Development Investment Company (35 percent).

Samandarian noted that in addition to the rolling plant, the
company is constructing a steel billet factory with an annual
production capacity of 600,000 tons in the proximity of the
newly inaugurated unit.

Sarmad Iron and Steel Industries Company has been set up
inan area of 150 hectares with the aim of establishing the roll-
ing unit having a capacity to produce 500,000 tons of different
kinds of round bar and launching the steel billet production
plant with an annual output capacity of 600,000 tons.

First Iran-Afghanistan freight train
on track in two weeks

Domestic Economy Desk

The first freight train between Iran and
Afghanistan will depart the Islamic
Republic for the landlocked country
within two weeks, said the deputy head of Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Railways (IRIR) for
planning and investment affairs.

Nourollah Beiranvand further said the
East-West Corridor will officially become
operational once the train leaves Iran, IRNA
reported.

He added that in the first phase, the railway
will transit freight but will later be used to
transfer passengers.

He said the construction of the second
phase of Iran-Afghanistan railway project
which extends for 80 kilometers to the Af-
ghan city of Herat will be undertaken by Ira-
nian engineers concurrently with the comple-
tion of the project’s first phase.

The official said the project will be fully
funded by the Islamic Republic.

Beiranvand said studies are being conduct-
ed by Chinese experts on the third phase of
the project which is to extend from Herat to
Mazar-i Sharif.

He noted that the construction of this phase
will complete the international section of
Iran-Afghanistan-Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan-Chi-
na railway project.

The official said the international corridor
will facilitate the transit of goods in the re-
gion.

Beiranvand underlined that the expansion
of railway projects in Afghanistan will not
only lead to the country’s economic develop-
ment but also to the cultural and economic
growth of regional states.

On Sunday, IRIR Managing Director Saeed
Mohammadzadeh and Afghanistan Railway
Authority’s Director General Mohammad
Yamma Shams signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) in Tehran on connect-
ing the rail networks of the two neighboring
countries.

Iran

power generation
capacity tops
77,000 MW

Iran’s nominal electricity generation capacity
has surpassed 77,000 megawatts (MW), said
deputy energy minister.

IRNA

Houshang Falahatian told Tasnim News
Agency on Monday that in the past year, the
power generation capacity has increased by
about 2,000 MW.

With the commissioning of three gas units of
Sarakhs power plant in the northeastern city of
Sarakhs that can produce 75 MW of electric-
ity and the Amirabad natural gas-fueled power
plant, the country’s overall nominal capacity
reached 77,068 MW.

Speaking at a ceremony to launch construc-
tion operations of a power station in the south-
western city of Andimeshk in Khuzestan Prov-
ince earlier this month, Falahatian said that the
country’s nominal electricity generation capac-
ity would increase by 3,000 (MW) by next sum-
mer.

Iran is now exporting around 12 billion kilo-
watt-hours (kWh) of electricity to its neighbors
each year, while imports stand at an annual level
of 4 billion kWh, he said at the time.

The country’s electricity industry ranks 14th
in the world and first in the Middle East in terms
of power generation.

IRNA

High-ranking officials from Iran’s rail industry signed a ma-
jor deal with the French rail car manufacturer Alstom to pro-
duce subway cars.

The agreement was signed in a ceremony in Tehran in
which Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Moham-
madreza Nematzadeh was also present, Tasnim News Agen-
cy reported.

Officials from Alstom — a multinational company oper-
ating worldwide in rail transport markets — the Industrial
Development and Renovation Organization of Iran (IDRO)
and Iranian Rail Industries Development Company (IRICO)
inked the trilateral agreement.

Speaking at the ceremony, Nematzadeh pointed out that
Iranian rail transport industry has had a minor share in the
country’s development, and called for efforts to develop the
industry.

He further pointed to the subway projects in seven metrop-
olises nationwide, noting that manufacturing subway cars is
one of the primary requirements for the projects.

Nematzadeh said a team of representatives from German
engineering giant Siemens is scheduled to visit Tehran later
this week for talks on investment and transfer of technology.

Deputy Head of IRICO Majid Talachian referred to the
Alstom agreement and said that a similar deal will be signed
with Siemens.

He said two other companies will be involved in coopera-
tion with Siemens but he declined to give further details.

Siemens has perhaps been one of the most proactive Ger-
man firms in pursuit of opportunities in Iran after January
2016 when Tehran and the world powers implemented a deal
they had reached earlier to resolve a long-standing dispute
over Iran’s nuclear program.

Siemens has been cooperating with Iran’s major industrial
conglomerate MAPNA Group for years. It signed a contract
with the Iranian giant in 2011 to supply 150 locomotives to
the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways. MAPNA successfully

Iran, France ink deal
on subway car production

acquired the technology and delivered the order in time.

Now the German company is expanding its presence in the
Iranian market, which is in dire need of modern equipment as
thousands of kilometers of new railroads, subways and elec-
tric and high-speed routes are being laid across the country.

Furthermore, MAPNA signed a preliminary deal in Octo-
ber 2016 with Siemens to manufacture 50 diesel electric loco-
motives for passenger trains. Another agreement was signed
between MAPNA and Siemens last year for joint manufac-
ture of 70 electric locomotives to be used in the 926-km Teh-
ran-Mashhad railroad, which is being electrified.

The IRIR and Siemens’ transportation subsidiary Siemens
Mobility signed several memoranda of understanding Janu-
ary last year to develop Iran’s railroads.

The agreements concern electrification of the Tehran-
Mashhad railroad and Tehran-Isfahan high-speed train, sup-
ply of 500 wagons, development of Iran’s railroad infrastruc-
ture and provision of consultation and technology.

Should the new deal be signed, IDRO and IRICO will be
added to the list of Siemens” major Iranian partners.

The new deals are part of a plan, based on which IDRO is
tasked to manufacture 2,000 passenger wagons to be used in
the subways across Iran. The company was supposed to find
partners through a tender.

IDRO’s Managing Director Mansour Moazzami said in
the ceremony that Iran will need 8,000-10,000 wagons by the
end of the Sixth Five-Year Development Plan (2017-22).

“But one of our problems is the inability to manufacture
the wagons domestically, making use of our own financial
resources, without access to latest modern technologies,” he
said. Iran has ramped up efforts to renovate its aging railroad
industry by attracting foreign investment in light of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), a nuclear agree-
ment between Tehran and the P5+1 (Russia, China, the US,
Britain, France and Germany) that went into effect in January
2016.
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China increased liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports in the first half of
2017, as part of an effort to clean up its coal-dominated energy mix.
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The preliminary headline reading for
the Nikkei-Markit Japan purchasing
managers’ index edged down to 52.2
in July from 52.4 in June, remaining
above the 50-point threshold that sepa-
rates expansion from contraction. The
gauge was at its weakest level since No-
vember, FT reported.

Output increased during the period
but at a slower pace than the previ-
ous month, while new orders also in-
creased at a slower rate, according to
the gauge’s sub-indices. New export

Japan manufacturing growth

businesstimes.com.sg

Markit said: “July’s survey data in-
dicated a further easing of growth in
both orders and output from May’s re-
cent highs. The slowdown was driven
by stagnation in export orders, amid
reports of weaker demand from South
East Asia markets.

“Nonetheless, the sector continues
to add jobs, with employment growth
remaining amongst the best since the
financial crisis, whilst optimism hit its
highest level in five years of data col-
lection.”

Rural England and Scotland’s Rural

The aim of the report is to come up
with a number of policy ideas that will
help boost the growth of the digital
economy in rural places. To do this, it
is seeking to understand how to grow
the digital economy in the countryside
through e-commerce, exports and bet-
ter productivity, according to The Tel-
egraph.

Businesses, local authorities and
community groups are being asked to
submit their views as part of the consul-
tation, commissioned by Amazon.

UK plans to extend

JAY WILLIAMS/THE TELEGRAPH

In addition, it is hoping to discover

nesses to successfully relocate from
urban areas; the sectors emerging in the
countryside likely to gain most from
digital technology; and the best rural lo-
cations to set up a digitally-savvy busi-
ness.

Brian Wilson, chairman of directors
at Rural England, said: “Considerable
attention has been paid to the lack of
connectivity in rural parts of Britain.
Whilst that remains an important is-
sue, we will look more at areas where
there’s a strong digital infrastructure.”
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Three toad species discovered

US biologists have discovered three new species of toads living in
Nevada’s Great Basin in an expansive survey of the 190,000 square miles

ancient lake bottom.
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Electricity shake-up could
save consumers up to £40b

Consumers in the UK could save billions of pounds
thanks to major changes in the way electricity is
made, used and stored, the government has said.

New rules will make it easier for people to gen-
erate their own power with solar panels, store it in
batteries and sell it to the National Grid, according
to BBC.

If they work, consumers will save £17 billion to
£40 billion by 2050, according to the government
and energy regulator Ofgem.

The rules are due to come into effect over the next

year.

GETTY IMAGES

They will reduce costs for someone who allows
their washing machine to be turned on by the Inter-
net to maximize use of cheap solar power on a sunny
afternoon.

And they will even support people who agree to
have their freezers switched off for a few minutes to
smooth demand at peak times.

They’ll also benefit a business that allows its air-
conditioning to be turned down briefly to help bal-
ance a spell of peak energy demand on the National
Grid.

Among the first to gain from the rule changes will
be people with solar panels and battery storage. At
the moment they are charged tariffs when they im-
port electricity into their home or export it back to
the grid.

The government has realized that this rule must
change because it deters people from using power
more flexibly in a way that will benefit everyone.
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Costa Rica’s Caribbean coast pools
efforts against climate change

tween the rows of shoots, nam-

ing one by one each species in
the tree nursery that he manages,
in the south of Costa Rica’s Carib-
bean coastal region. There are fruit
trees, ceibas that will take decades
to grow to full size and timber spe-
cies for forestry plantations.

The tree nursery run by the As-
sociation of Organizations of the
Talamanca Caribbean Biological
Corridor (ACBTC), in the munici-
pality of Hone Creek, is a helpful
tool against the effects of climate
change in Costa Rica’s Southern
Caribbean region, because it pro-
vides specialized solutions for spe-
cific needs, IPS reported.

Barrantes pointed out to IPS a
group of saplings thirty centimeters
high, explaining that this species
native to the Caribbean basin, the
cocoplum (Chrysobalanus icaco), is
excellent for growing along the sea
shore to prevent erosion, badly need-
ed by beaches in this region.

“This coastal area is touristic and
there are many species that we hu-
man beings have cut with the idea
of making it more attractive,” he
added.

The nursery also grows teak
(Tectona grandis) and beechwood
(Gmelina arborea), two fast-grow-
ing tree species which are ideal for
the forestry plantation systems en-
couraged in Costa Rica, and there is
a row of saman (Samanea saman),

Jonathan Barrantes walks be-

which are perfect for reforesting
river banks.
With the association’s team,

southeast of the capital, civil soci-
ety organizations from Costa Rica’s
Caribbean coastal region, grouped

well as the tourism-based economy
of coastal areas.
At a regional level, the Associa-

Barrantes and other experts have
been for years growing thousands
of trees to help cope with coastal
erosion, sequester carbon, restore
forests that prevent landslides and
protect key river basins.

In Hone Creek, more than 200km

in the ACBTC, are joining forces
against climate change.

As in the rest of the Caribbean
region, this municipality in Costa
Rica is suffering coastal erosion
due to a rise in the sea level, which
jeopardizes the sandy beaches as

tion of Caribbean States is carrying
out a project to adapt to the new
climate change scenario, in small
highly vulnerable island nations as
well as mainland countries, which
have in common fragile economies
and vulnerable communities.

DIEGO ARGUEDAS ORTIZ/IPS

In Honduras, local communi-
ties are reporting changes in the
geography of the coastline, and in
Cuba scientists are racing against
time to protect the country’s sandy
beaches.

It is a recurring pattern among
Central American countries and each
country is seeking its solutions.

Apartment

Luxury Apt near to
French School
Apts between 150 sq.m to 250
sg.m, 2 or 3 Birs,, excellent
view, the best quality, lobby,

garden, furn & unfurn, parking,
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Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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furn, diplomatic
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Pkg. ool access
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Apt in Niavaran
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furn, parking, nice & cozy,
almost new
$2300
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Diplomatic Real Estate

Villa

Luxury Villa in the North
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up,
2000 sg.m land, 5 Bars., hig

saloon, servant, indoor |mul. §m.
renovated, beautiful and green
garden, semi furn, S18000
Suitable for Embassies
Iso for Iranian
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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Farmanich
800 Built up in 1200 land,
duplex, completely renovated,
7 Bdrs., 2 level, green garden.
outdoor pool, high security,
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Villa in Darous
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up,
1800 land, 5 Bdrs., renovated,
big saloon, semi furn, beautiful
garden, pool, sauna, Jacuzzi
S20000
Suitable for
Residency & Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Superlux villa in Zafaranich
2 Bdrs., fully furn, green garden,
outdoor pool, parking
S4500
Suitable for Fore
Ms i

Holder of
ISO 9001 :2008
ISO 10004 :2012

ISO 10002 :2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Best Consultation,
Best Services, Best Result

Section Manager “Tina 09128103205

Tel: 22662452-8, fax: 22667173

info@parsdiplomatic.com

Building&Office

Office in Bokharest
500 sqm, flat, renovated, lobby,
parking
Price per cach sq $45
Suitable for companie
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Commercial Villa in Jordan

duplex villa, 1000 sg.m, fat,

completely renovated, grenn
garden, outdoor pool, parking,
good access to highway, S50000
Suitable for forcign Companics

Ms.Dibg: 09128103206

Super Luxury Office in Vanak
150 Sq.m, new, furn/ unfurn, good

Ready for Re
Comp
Ms 09128103207

Whaole Building in Mahmoodich

3% floor, each lloor one Apt, each

Apt 170 sg.m with 3 Bdrs.., extra

suit with 2 rooms, lobby, parking
Suitable for Embassy

A ; 19128103206

Whole Building in Zafaraniveh
2 levels, 850 sg.m built up, 2 side
doors, visa section, small garden,

clevator, S15000
for small Embassy

Hot Line: 28141 ettt

wb; 2L comig i (253 52 0 ygleio ( yie

.J)bu 3‘5}131“_‘;9&“;@,&9%‘53&“0)‘9“0‘9&
NJM)LJ@JB‘_ngHSlhabu)hwma)t}?uu@:-f‘,lnmums

Ideal offers

Limited Offer in Aqdasich
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., fully furn, very
clean & nice, S4200
A ra 09128103207

Luxury Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., good access,
top floors
S1500
ble for foreign C
N iba: 0320

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of
foreign companies , could be
llat, Parking lot with extra
visitors parking, lobby, security,
renovated, almost new
Price per each sq 540
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Super luxury new Apt
in Elahich
2* floor, 140 sq.m, 2 Master rooms,
nice view, full of diplomats, spj,
gym saloon, lobby, green garden,
furnfunfurn, parking, S4200
M. Diba: 09128103206

Very Nice Office in Jordan
88 sg.m, furn/unfurn,
Only $1200
Available for Rent
Ms.Sara 09128103207

£ 0 oSllo
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July 25, 2017 MRI device for newhomns

The first magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) device designed to scan the
heads and brains of newborns in intensive care units has been approved by
the US Food and Drug Administration.

new study links the capacity to
feel a variety of upbeat emo-
tions to better health.

The research suggested people who
experience a range of positive emo-
tions in their daily lives — from enthu-
siasm to cheerfulness and calm — have
lower levels of inflammation, com-
pared to those who experience a nar-
rower range of emotions, according to
medicalxpress.com.

Lower levels of inflammation are
linked to a lower risk of premature death
and chronic diseases like diabetes.

The researchers drew on analytic
approaches used to measure the biodi-
versity of ecosystems. Their study was
published in the journal Emotion.

Lead author Anthony Ong, profes-
sor of human development in the Col-
lege of Human Ecology and professor
of geriatrics and palliative medicine at
Weill Cornell Medicine, said, “There
are many kinds of happiness and expe-
riencing a diversity of emotional states
might reduce a person’s vulnerability
to psychopathology by preventing any
one emotion from dominating their
emotional life.”

Little is known about the biological
processes through which emotional ex-
periences influence health outcomes.
This study sought to fill a bit of that

gap.
Specifically, the study sheds light
on one potential biological pathway

goalcast.com

Many Kinds of happiness
promote better health

— systemic inflammation — through
which diversity in everyday positive
emotional experiences might get under
the skin to influence long-term health.

Ong and his colleagues analyzed the
connection between ‘emodiversity’ —
the breadth and abundance of differ-
ent emotions people experience — and
markers of inflammation in the body.

A person with low emodiversity
feels about the same through most of
the day, with emotions concentrated in
just a few categories.

In contrast, a person with high emo-
diversity feels a range of emotions
throughout the day, distributed evenly
across the spectrum of feelings.

The researchers analyzed data from

Hunt for HIV cure tums to cancer drugs

175 people aged between 40 and 65
who reported on their negative and
positive emotions for 30 days.

Each evening, they rated the ex-
tent to which they had experienced 16
positive emotions that day, from inter-
ested and determined to happy, excit-
ed, amused, inspired, alert, active and
strong.

They were also asked to rate their
experience of 16 negative emotions,
including scared, afraid, upset, dis-
tressed, jittery, nervous and ashamed.

Their blood was drawn six months
later and was tested for three inflamma-
tion markers that circulate in the blood.
Their range of negative emotions —
regardless of whether it was narrow or
wide — had no effect on inflammation.

But people in the study who reported
a wide range of positive emotions had
lower levels of inflammation than those
who said they felt a narrower range.

Ong said, “Emotions serve func-
tional roles for individuals, helping
them prioritize and regulate behavior in
ways that optimize adjustment to situ-
ational demands.

“Our findings suggest that depletion
or overabundance of positive emotions,
in particular, has consequences for the
functioning and health of one’s emo-
tional ecosystem.”

Growing evidence from other re-
search has linked emotional processes
with systemic inflammation, which
has been shown to contribute to poor
health, such as atherosclerosis, diabe-
tes, rheumatoid disease and osteoporo-
sis and leads to a number of processes
that play a major role in premature
death.

How can these findings help one
achieve better health?

Ong said, “Label your good feelings
as you experience them.

“The simple daily practice of labe-
ling and categorizing good feelings in
specific terms may help us experience
more differentiated emotions in differ-
ent contexts.”

bles.

body.

What happens if you have
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express.co.uk

Vitamin C is one of the most commonly taken vitamins. Also known
as ascorbic acid, topping up on it provides a number of important ben-
efits, according to the National Health Service (NHS).

These include helping to protect cells and keeps them healthy, main-
taining healthy skin, blood vessels, bones and cartilage, and helping
with wound healing, express.co.uk wrote.

Additionally, some studies have found it can reduce the amount of
time a cold lasts for.

However, a lack of vitamin C can lead to scurvy, a condition with
symptoms including muscle and joint pain, tiredness, red dots on the
skin and bleeding and swelling of the gums.

In the UK it’s arare condition, but rates are on the rise.

The vitamin is naturally found in a number of fruit and vegeta-

These include oranges, red and green peppers, strawberries, black-
currants, broccoli and brussels.

According to the NHS, adults should have 40mg a day of vitamin C.

While it’s possible to get it through dietary sources alone, many take
asupplement if they know they will struggle to do so.

It’s important to consume it every day since it can’t be stored in the

However, while many people won’t get enough of the vitamin, it is
possible to have too much of it.

If you have more than 1,000mg per day of vitamin C it can cause
some unpleasant symptoms.

These include stomach pain, diarrhea and flatulence.

This is because if you consume more than your body can use, the
excess will be excreted, but on its way through your digestive tract it
can trigger the aforementioned issues.

Symptoms should disappear once you start to consume below
1,000mg again.

The outstanding progress in
boosting the immune system
to treat cancer may help un-
lock a cure for HIV, according
to scientists meeting in Paris.

The body’s normal defens-
es struggle to clear the body
of HIV and cancer, BBC re-
ported.

But the rapidly emerg-
ing field of immunotherapy
has seen some patients with

the sleeping or ‘latent” HIV
hiding in the body’s cells.
Nobel Prize winner and co-
discoverer of HIV, Francoise
Barre-Sinoussi, said, “One
of the mechanisms why [la-
tently infected cells] persist is
the fact they are proliferating
very similar to tumor cells.”
She added, “Those cells are
expressing molecules that are
the same molecules that are

Antiretroviral drugs are currently used in HIV treatment to kill any ac

terminal cancer go into com-
plete remission.

The hope is that a similar
approach could clear some-
one of HIV, although some
experts have urged caution.

HIV treatment requires
daily antiretroviral drugs to
kill any active virus. Left un-
checked, HIV can destroy
the immune system, causing
AIDS.

A cure is currently impos-
sible because drugs and the
immune system fail to detect

expressed on tumor cells.

“So that raises the question
whether we could develop a
strategy for HIV-cure similar
to the novel treatment in the
field of cancer.”

She is one of the scientists
attending the HIV and Cancer
Cure Forum in Paris.

Professor Sharon Lewin,
the director of the Doherty
Institute in Australia, agrees
there is much to learn from
cancer.

She said, “There are a lot of

parallels... I think it’s huge.”

Cancers evolve tricks to
survive an assault by the im-
mune system.

They can produce proteins
on their surface, such as PD-
L1, which disable immune
cells attacking the tumor.

A new class of immuno-
therapy drugs called ‘check-
point inhibitors” allow the
immune system to keep on

tive virus.

fighting and the results have
been remarkable.

In one trial, a fifth of pa-
tients with terminal melano-
ma had no sign of the disease
after immunotherapy.

However, only about 50
people with HIV have been
given immunotherapy to treat
their cancer.

So there is little evidence
of immunotherapy drugs and
their effect on HIV.

Lewin has starting doing
the research in the laboratory

and thinks immunotherapy
drugs could reinvigorate an
immune system that has be-
come tired of fighting HIV.

She said, “The parts of the
immune system that recog-
nize HIV are often exhausted
T-cells, they express immune
checkpoint markers.

“In the laboratory, if you
then put those cells in with an
immune checkpoint blocker,
the T-cells do regain func-
tion.”

She said there was emerg-
ing evidence that the drugs
also activated HIV lying dor-
mant inside immune cells.

Lewin said, “We want the
virus to wake up, any virus
that wakes up gets killed [by
antiretroviral drugs].”

However this is a new con-
cept in HIV that has so far de-
livered nothing for patients.

And there are important
differences between the chal-
lenges of cancer and HIV im-
munology.

In cancer, the immune sys-
tem can recognize the threat
but is not powerful enough to
do anything about it, but the
immune system does not rec-
ognize latently infected HIV
cellsatall.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the
head of the US National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, said that the area is
“very hot’ right now in cancer.

But he cautioned, “We have
to be careful we don’t assume
that things that work in cancer
are going to work in HIV.

“HIV is so different, that
even though it’s worth ex-
ploring, | wouldn’t want peo-
ple to think this is going to be
equally successful in HIV.”

to boost sensi

Researchers devise way

vity of medical tests

Researchers at the University of Washington (UW)
have discovered a simple way, by adding polydopa-
mine to diagnostic tests for medicine and common as-
says for laboratory research at a key step, to raise the
accuracy of these tests.

Polydopamine — a material first isolated from shell-
fish — could help increase the sensitivity of the tests
by as many as 100 to 1,000 times, news.xinhuanet.com
wrote.

Xiaohu Gao, a UW professor of bioengineering,
said, “Common bioassays are the real workhorses of
laboratory  experiments

researchers can continue the traditional steps of their
protocols, but now with a substantially increased test
sensitivity.

Gao said, “Scientists have been trying to improve
the accuracy of these common tests for decades, but
solutions often involve entirely new protocols or cost-
ly pieces of equipment.

“Understandably, researchers can be reluctant to in-
vest in unfamiliar protocols or expensive new equip-
ment, but EASE s a simple addition to tried-and-true
assays.

“It’s like a software up-

and medical tests.

“By boosting the sensi-
tivity of these tests, we can
enable more accurate med-
ical diagnoses earlier in a
disease or condition and
enable more certainty and
less waste in the research
process.”

More sensitive tests
would allow scientists to
identify pathogens, dis-
eases and specific cellular
proteins even when these
‘biomarkers’ are present at levels far below the detec-
tion threshold of today’s standard tests.

Initial results show polydopamine boosted the ac-
curacy and resolution of these tests for biomarkers of
HIV, Zika virus and proteins on cancerous tumors.

Gao led the team that developed this modification
for common medical and laboratory assays and re-
cently published their approach, known as enzyme-
accelerated signal enhancement, or EASE, in Nature
Biomedical Engineering.

EASE centers on the addition of two biochemical
components, dopamine and horseradish peroxidase, or
HRP, at a key step.

HRP is a common protein enzyme used to speed up
the rate of reactions in biomedical research.

Gao’s team discovered that HRP can connect do-
pamine molecules together to form the polymer chain
polydopamine.

Polydopamine, in turn, accumulates on the surfaces
of reaction vessels. Once the polydopamine is present,

grade, instead of changing
your operating system.”

These assays include
some of the most common
medical and laboratory
tests.

Some of these assays
have been used for decades
to help hospitals and doc-
tors detect signatures of a
disease, ailment or other
conditions by looking at a

patient’s blood, other body
g "
fluids or cells.

Depending on the test, these telltale signs could be
pieces of a bacteria or virus, a chemical, antibodies
made by white blood cells, a hormone or even pieces
of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA).

If these compounds are present at extremely low
levels, diagnostic tests can miss them and return inac-
curate medical information.

By increasing sensitivity, EASE reduces uncertainty
and increases the amount of information these tests can
provide.

For example, the team used EASE to detect the pres-
ence of Zika virus in the placental tissues of primates.

EASE made the assay so sensitive that the team was
able to see which types of cells within the placenta
were infected with Zika.

Gao was quoted as saying in a news release from
UW that he hopes this simple modification will mean
that scientists and medical professionals can easily in-
corporate EASE into their common practices and pro-
cedures.

anh-usa.or;
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Supercapacitor electrodes

Ateam of engineers at the University of Washington thinks they’ve come
up with a process for manufacturing supercapacitor electrode materials

UK to tighten rules on drones

British officials announced plans to further regulate drone use in a bid
to prevent accidents and threats to commercial aviation.

The new rules will require drones that weigh eight ounces (226.79
grams) or more to be registered and users will have to pass a safety
awareness exam, according to phys.org.

wired.com

The government acted because of concerns that a midair collision
between a drone and an aircraft could cause a major disaster.

Pilots have reported numerous near-misses in the last year alone in
Britain.

Earlier this month London’s Gatwick Airport briefly closed its run-
way over safety concerns when a drone was spotted in the area and
several planes had to be diverted.

The British Airline Pilots Association said independent tests show
even a small drone could cause severe damage to a helicopter or an
airline windscreen.

The union’s general secretary, Brian Strutton, said that pilots have
been warning about the rise in the number of cases of drones being
flown irresponsibly close to aircraft and airports for some time.

“Anew report clearly shows that readily available drones which can
be flown by anyone can shatter or go straight through an aircraft wind-
shield or shatter a helicopter rotor. And those impacts would have cata-
strophic consequences.”

British police have also reported a sharp rise in complaints from the
public about intrusive drone use.

Aviation Minister Martin Callanan said that drones are providing
many useful services but that the new regulations are needed to pre-
vent the technology from being misused.

“Our measures prioritize protecting the public while maximizing the
full potential of drones.”

The new rules will make it easier for the government to track drones
that have been flown in an allegedly risky manner or that infringed on
protected airspace. Details of the registration plan haven’t yet been

that will meet stringent industrial and usage demands.

LIS LTV PdScience & Technology |

First floating wind farm
emerges off coast of Scotland

he world’s first full-scale float-

ing wind farm has started to take

shape off the northeast coast of
Scotland.

The revolutionary technology will
allow wind power to be harvested in
waters too deep for the current conven-
tional bottom-standing turbines used,
bbc.com wrote.

The Peterhead wind farm, known
as Hywind, is a trial which will bring
power to 20,000 homes.

Manufacturer Statoil said that output
from the turbines is expected to equal
or surpass generation from current
ones.

It hopes to cash in on a boom in the
technology, especially in Japan and the
west coast of the US, where waters are
deep.

Leif Delp, project director for Hy-
wind, said, “This is a tech development
project to ensure it’s working in open
sea conditions.

“It’s a game-changer for floating
wind power and we are sure it will help
bring costs down.”

So far, one giant turbine has already
been moved into place, while four more
wait in readiness in a Norwegian fjord.

By the end of the month they’ll all
have been towed to 25km off Peter-
head, Aberdeenshire, where they’ll
float upright like giant fishing floats.

While the turbines are currently very
expensive to make, Statoil believes
that in the future it will be able to dra-
matically reduce costs in the same way
that manufacturers already have for

The huge turbines are currently being moved into place.

conventional offshore turbines.

Delp said, “I think eventually we
will see floating wind farms compete
without subsidy — but to do that we
need to get building at scale.”

The operation to begin shifting the
first of the 11,500-ton giants happened
dramatically in the half-light of a Nor-
wegian summer night.

Crews secured thick cables to tug
boats and used remote-controlled sub-
marines to check for obstacles.

Finally the giant was on the move,

bbc.com

floating on a sealed vase-like tube 78m
deep, its bottom filled with iron ore to
weight the base and keep it upright in
the water.

Price drop

The price of energy from bottom-
standing offshore wind farms has
plummeted 32 percent since 2012 —
far faster that anyone predicted.

The price is now four years ahead
of the government’s expected target,

and another big price drop is expected,
taking offshore wind to a much lower
price than new nuclear power.

The Hywind project is being run in
collaboration with the Abu Dhabi firm
Masdar.

The £190 million cost was subsi-
dized by bill-payers under the UK
government’s Renewable Obligation
Certificates.

The Royal Society for the Protection
of Birds (RSPB) opposed the project
— not because it dislikes the technol-
ogy but because it believes too many
offshore turbines in the area have al-
ready been approved.

It fears thousands of sea birds may
be killed by the offshore wind farms,
although it admits that estimates are
hugely uncertain because it is impos-
sible to count bird corpses at sea.

The RSPB’s Aidan Smith said,
“Generally we are very enthusiastic
about floating wind technology be-
cause it allows turbines to be placed far
offshore — away from seabird nest-
ing sites, and it helps us tackle climate
change.

“We oppose the Hywind project be-
cause it adds to a situation we already
believe is a problem.”

Floating turbines may create a new
frontier for energy — but scientists on
the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) warn far more
investment in additional new technolo-
gies is urgently needed for govern-
ments to keep promises on reducing
emissions.

worked out.

Vortex photons from electrons

in circular motion

Researchers at the International Measurement
System (IMS) and their co-workers have shown
theoretically and experimentally that a high en-
ergy electron in circular/spiral motion radiates
vortex photons from the radio wavelength to
gamma rays.

This greatly broadens application spectra of
the vortex photons in the field of physical sci-
ence, phys.org reported.

Moreover, the finding indicates that vortex
photons are ubiquitous in the Universe. It paves
the way to a completely new research field: Nat-
ural vortex photon science.

Light is sometimes called an electromagnetic

through inhomogeneous interstellar media.

About 10 years ago, researchers theoretically
predicted that an undulator — a device widely
used in modern synchrotron light sources —
could be capable of producing vortex photons in
the X-ray range.

This was experimentally confirmed several
years later at a German synchrotron.

However, a majority of significant character-
istics of optical vortex generation has remained
unverified.

Researchers at IMS and their co-workers
theoretically investigated this process and have
shown that an electron in circular or spiral mo-

tion radiates vortex photons.
This process is the basis of
various important radiation pro-
cesses in astrophysics and plas-
ma physics, such as cyclotron
radiation, synchrotron radiation
and Compton scattering and has
been described in many text-
books or research papers.
However, there has been no
discussion on the vortex nature

UV radiation from a relativistic electron beam is diffracted
by a double-slit. In contrast to the normal light (L), the diffraction

shows a deformation in the central part (R), indicating the existence of
the phase singularity, which is a definite evidence of the vortex nature.

wave, in which electric and magnetic fields are
oscillating and the oscillations propagate in
space.

Normally, light has a plane wave front. In con-
trast, an optical vortex possesses a helical wave
frontand carries orbital angular momentum.

Existence of such peculiar photons was theo-
retically predicted about 25 years ago.

Today, such photons can be readily produced
in laboratories by using special optical devices,
although the wavelengths are limited in the vi-
cinity of visible light.

Researchers are exploring their applications in
nanotechnology, imaging and information/com-
munication technologies.

On the other hand, a natural elementary pro-
cess capable of producing vortex photons has
not been found, though there are a few theoreti-
cal proposals that normal photons may be con-
verted to vortex photons in a strong gravitational
field around a rotating black hole or as passing

of this radiation.

The wavelength of this radia-
tion extends from radio wave to
gamma rays, depending on the
physical condition. This new
finding indicates that vortex photons are pro-
duced in various situations in the universe, in the
entire wavelength range.

Furthermore, the researchers at IMS and their
co-workers succeeded in a precise experimen-
tal observation of the undulator radiation from
a synchrotron light source, UVSOR-III, for the
first time (see figure).

They observed the UV light emitted from an
electron beam in spiral motion, and indicated
that a special structure called a phase singular-
ity exists in the center of the photon beam from
the undulator. Moreover, higher energy photons
have been shown to carry larger angular momen-
ta. These measurements definitely support the
theoretical prediction.

Professor Masahiro Katoh (IMS) said, “Vortex
photons should be ubiquitous in the Universe.
What kind of role do they play in nature? Our
achievement opens up a totally new research
field.”

phys.org

station’s Japanese module.

Astraunaut Ron Garan waters a cucumber seedling inside the space

Astronauts grow cucumbers in space
to help scientists understand root growth

Which factor is more important to root growth: Gravity or water? To
find out, scientists recruited astronauts to grow cucumbers on the In-
ternational Space Station.

In the soil, roots seek out higher concentrations of water. The ten-
dency is called hydrotropism. Roots also tend to grow downward as a
result of gravity, a pattern called gravitropism, UPI wrote.

But researchers haven’t been able to determine which of the two
influencing factors is the strongest.

When astronauts grew cucumbers in space, under microgravity
conditions, the root patterns proved hydrotropism was the most im-
portant factor.

Scientists published the results of their experiments in the journal
New Phytologist.

Lead author Hideyuki Takahashi said, “We will be able to utilize
roots’ ability to sense moisture gradients for controlling root growth
orientation and efficiently growing plants in future space farms.”

A team of scientists from Ger-
many and Japan have recorded
the most precise measurement of
aproton’s mass.

Researchers  accomplished
the feat by trapping a proton in
a super sensitive single particle
detector developed at RIKEN’s

Ulmer Fundamental Symme-
tries Laboratory in Japan, UPI
reported.

The proton is an important
building block in atomic nuclei.

Thus, quantifying its mass is
an essential component of par-
ticle physics. The proton’s mass
influences the movement of elec-
trons, which orbit around the nu-
cleus.

The paths of an atom’s elec-
trons determine the wavelengths
of light absorbed and reemitted
by the atom, which defines an el-
ement’s spectral signature.

Additionally, a more ac-
curate measure of a proton’s
mass could help particle physi-
cists better understand the

relationship between the proton
and the antiproton, and in turn,
the relationship between matter
and antimatter.

The so-called Penning traps
used by researchers are capable of

- Seienists measu® proten’s mass witlh reeomd precision -

can be measured and used to cal-
culate the particle’s mass.

To achieve a record-precise
reading, scientists used a carbon
isotope with a mass of 12 atomic
mass units as a control for com-

trapping single particles, including
a proton, using a combination of
electric and magnetic fields.

Once inside the Penning trap,
the proton oscillates. Different
particles oscillated and different
frequencies, and these frequencies

parison.
Researcher
from the Max Planck Institute
for Nuclear Physics in Heidel-
berg and RIKEN in Japan, said,
“First, we stored each one proton
and one carbon ion in separate

Sven  Sturm,

compartments of our Penning
trap apparatus, then transported
each of the two ions into the cen-
tral measurement compartment
and measured its motion.”

RIKEN  scientist ~ Andreas
Mooser said, “It allowed us to
measure the proton under identi-
cal conditions as the carbon ion
despite its about 12-fold lower
mass and 6-fold smaller charge.”

Researchers measured the pro-
ton’s mass at 1.007276466583
atomic mass units — three times
more precise than the currently
accepted value.

Researchers described their
feat in the journal Physical Re-
view Letters.

Researcher Florian Kohler-
Langes added, “In the future, we
will store a third ion in our trap
tower.

“By simultaneously measuring
the motion of this reference ion,
we will be able to eliminate the
uncertainty originating from fluc-
tuations of the magnetic field.”
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Appointments with GPs

Increasing workloads, under investment in services and general
practitioners (GPs) leaving the profession have led to difficulties getting
appointments in the UK.

IRAN © DAILY Il > Sore e

Imost a third of 11-year-olds in England leave
Aprimary school unable to swim, a representa-

tive sample of 1,000 parents of Year 6 pupils
suggested.

And two-thirds of the parents, surveyed for Swim
England, feared their child could not save themselves
in water, BBC reported.

Steve Parry, a former Olympic swimmer and chair-
man of a report urging an overhaul of school swimming,
warned, “Hundreds of people drown every year.”

Ministers agreed ‘more must be done’ to improve
school swimming.

According to the survey, published alongside the re-
port, an overwhelming 94 percent of parents believe it
is important for their child to be able to swim compe-
tently by the end of primary school.

“Water safety is the only part of the national curricu-
lum that will save children’s lives, it can’t be treated as
an optional extra,” said Parry.

The report, compiled after eight months of re-
search, pointed out that the National Curriculum re-
quires all children to be able to swim 82ft (25m) by
the age of 11 — but says that too many schools miss

Action urged to teach children to swim

the target.

It draws on figures compiled last year by Swim Eng-
land, formerly the Amateur Swimming Association,
which show that only 36 percent of primary schools
reach all the national curriculum swimming and water
safety standards.

And worryingly, the same set of figures show that more
than a quarter of schools are either not providing swim-
‘ming lessons or are not monitoring children’s progress.

In his foreword to the report, Parry called the figures
‘unacceptable’.

The independent report, by a group of sporting and
educational bodies called Swim Group, was commis-
sioned by the government.

Its recommendations for swimming and water safety
teaching include:

® A new national Top-Up Swimming program to en-
sure all children reach statutory standards

® A new swimming achievement award for pupils

® Better swimming resources for schools

® Swimming to be included in the next national cur-
riculum review

® Better training for staff who teach swimming

famlii.com

The authors said that schools tend to prioritize
subjects for which they are graded and said that if
school inspections paid greater attention to swimming,
this could be a ‘silver bullet’ for standards.

The report also noted that almost three-quarters of
primary schools travel to local authority pools for les-
sons and transport can be time-consuming and expen-
Sive.

The authors said greater use of demountable and
mobile pools should be explored.

Children’s Minister Robert Goodwill said, “Swim-
ming is a vital life skill.”

He said the government would work closely with the
authors to review the recommendations.

Sports Minister Tracey Crouch added: “We want
to see more schools stepping up and ensuring that the
number of children who leave school able to swim
rises.”

And Paul Whiteman, general secretary designate
of the National Association of Head Teachers, agreed
swimming was a crucial life skill but added that
schools needed more resources ‘to hire a pool, pay for
qualified instructors and to arrange transport’.

Global warming will increase poverty in southern US

A new study estimated that southern
areas of the US, many of which are al-
ready poor, could face a 20 percent
decline in economic activity if carbon
emissions continue unabated through
the 21st century.

The study was issued by economists
with the Climate Impact Lab, a consor-
tium of experts from the Universities of
California, Chicago and Rutgers and the
Rhodium Group, according to pri.org.

Solomon Hsiang, a public policy pro-
fessor at the University of California,
Berkeley, and one of the study’s lead
researchers, said, “We found that the
southern United States, the southern
parts of the Midwest and also the Atlan-
tic coast are some of the most hardest-

experienced during the Great Recession
in the United States, and it’s not that dif-
ferent from what parts of the Midwest
experienced during the Dust Bowl.”

Texas, Florida and Louisiana could be
particularly hard hit, Hsiang noted, due
to the combination of rising tempera-
tures and increasingly severe storms.

“As sea level rises, storms are going
to have bigger surges,” he explained.

“In the future, we expect to have a
changing pattern of hurricanes, where
sometimes there will be more of them
and sometimes they will be stronger.
So, that can increase the economic
losses year-over-year quite substan-
tially.”

hit parts of the country.

“There was a pretty good explanation
for that, once we did the analysis and we
understood [what] was going on.”

He explained, “The economic im-
pact of warming is much worse if you
are already pretty hot. So, going from
90 to 95 degrees is a much bigger deal
than going from 70 to 75 degrees.

Because the southern parts of the coun-
try are already so warm, a bit of warm-
ing does a lot more harm to them than
to the northern parts of the country that
tend to be cooler.”

In some cases, places along the North
could even benefit from climate change,
Hsiang said.

“This is an important finding because
the northern parts of the country tend

to be wealthier today, and the southern
parts of the country tend to be poorer.
By hurting the South more, you’re re-
ally hurting the poor population in the
country relatively more, and this, we
think, means inequality within the coun-
try could actually worsen.”

A 10- to 20-percent loss in economic
activity is a lot, Hsiang stressed.

“It’s actually worse than what was

Ironically, the regions expected to
have the most economic damage from
climate disruption are politically con-
servative strongholds where opposition
to the Environmental Protection Agency
and the Paris climate agreement runs
high. Hsiang emphasized, however, that
their lab’s work began many years ago
and is unrelated to the current political
situation in the US.

Almost half of over-65s think they targeted in a scam

More than two-fifths of older people believe they have
been targeted by scammers, with single people more
likely to be tricked than their married counterparts, ac-
cording to a new study.

Some 43 percent of over-65s think they have been
targeted. Of those who had previously been targeted by
scammers, 16 percent of single older people paid them
money, compared with six percent of those who were
married, newsandstar.co.uk reported.

Single people were also more likely than married peo-
ple to have provided scammers with their personal infor-
mation, the research from Age UK found.

The findings coincide with Scams Awareness month in
July, organized by Citizens Advice and Trading Stand-
ards Services.

Two-thirds (64 percent) of those targeted by scammers

newsandstar.co.uk

did not report it to an official channel, with well over a
third (36 percent) only confiding in friends and family,
and more than a fifth (22 percent) admitting they did not
tell anyone at all because they felt too embarrassed.
Phishing (such as scam emails) was the most com-
mon scam in the survey, followed by vishing or verbal

communication, rogue traders and card fraud.

Caroline Abrahams, charity director at Age UK, said:
“Everyone has the right to feel comfortable, safe and
secure at home, yet there are an increasing number of
sophisticated scams designed to cheat people of their
money, empty their bank account or steal their identity.

“We are urging all older people, and their friends and
families, to be vigilant and get up to speed on how to
avoid scams.

“If there is any doubt about the authenticity of an offer
or piece of correspondence, do not respond and report it
to the authorities immediately.”

Age UK offers free information and advice for anyone
who is worried about being scammed, including free guides.

More than 1,300 people aged 65-plus took part in the
survey across Britain.

Women with HIV in Cameroon
still stigmatized

Blandine, a 28-year-old mother of a baby girl, sits restlessly on
a chair in a women’s health center in Cameroon’s capital, not
knowing how or what to feel as she waits for an HIV test.

Blandine is HIV positive. But the waiting is not for her — it is
to find out whether her one-year-old girl also has the human im-
munodeficiency virus, AFP wrote.

A few minutes later, she has her answer.

“I'am so relieved,” Blandine said upon learning that her baby’s
blood tests came back negative for HIV.

womenshealth.gov

“I feel like I've won a battle with my child, a battle I was un-
able to win for myself.”

In Cameroon, more women are living with HIV than any other
group, and they are also more stigmatized than their male coun-
terparts.

Blandine, a teacher, was willing to share her story but preferred
to use an alias to protect her identity and her family, including her
husband, who has public responsibilities.

“I have a life to build,” she said by way of explanation. “There
is progress but we cannot say that the stigma has disappeared.
‘When you have a certain role in society, you have to defend your
husband and your in-laws. “You have to protect your children™.

Blandine discovered she was HIV positive nearly two years
ago, after a long illness. Her husband was the one who broke the
bad news to her, as she was too weak to speak to the doctor her-
self.

She is still not sure how she came to contact the virus. Her hus-
band, like their daughter, does not have it.

“It is really due to my husband’s love that I was able to live
through that situation,” she said.

Blandine added that many HIV positive women are rejected by
their husbands and families and then isolated from society as a
whole.

“Some women don’t even dare talk about their status for fear
of being abandoned,” she said. “They deal with it on their own,
without even opening up to their husbands.”

For Blandine and her husband, adjusting to her status meant
regular visits to health professionals and an education course at
the hospital.

“When you get the results, it’s not obvious you can go back to
anormal life,” she said. “You are always afraid at the beginning.”

Blandine, whose HIV positive status is ‘nearly undetectable’
because of her continued treatment, never thought she would be
able to live such a happy, normal life — with healthy children.

“I was always told that I could be a mother like any other, in
spite of the HIV, and I am now just understanding that it is not a
dream,” she said.

Cameroon, a country of 23 million that hugs Africa’s Gulf of
Guinea, had a 5.7 it HIV preval rate for p
women in 2016, making it one of the 10 countries responsible for
75 percent of new pediatric infections worldwide.

Swine flu threatgrows in India

Swine flu, the viral illness that became a pandemic in 2009, has
made a comeback in India this year, claiming nearly 600 lives
across the country so far this year, with close to 12,500 cases be-
ing reported.

Mabharashtra, with 284 deaths, is the worst affected, followed
by Gujarat (75), Kerala (63) and Rajasthan (59), government data
showed, according to indiatimes.com.

In Delhi, official figures state, 241 people have tested positive
for swine flu and four have died, as on July 9. Doctors said the
number of deaths could be higher.

Dr. Jagdish Prasad, the director general of health services, said,
“People are visiting hospitals late. This is why there have been
more deaths. If patients are put on Tamiflu, the drug approved
for treating swine flu, as soon as clinical symptoms appear, many
lives can be saved.”

Clinicians suspect the HIN1virus, which causes swine flu,
may have mutated. The disease initially spread through pigs but
now transmits from human to human.

A central rapid response team has been deployed in Maharash-
tra to investigate the rising trend of influenza there, Prasad said.

He added that government has put Oseltamivir, marketed as
Tamiflu, in schedule HI to enable it to be sold by all licensed
chemists under prescription.

The drug was earlier in schedule X, wherein only certain se-
lected pharmacists were authorized to stock it.

The growing number of swine flu cases so early in the season
has had doctors worried.

Dr. Arup Basu, senior chest physician, said, “This is surprising.
Swine flu is commonly seen in winter or post-monsoon season.
But we have been seeing significant number of cases of swine flu
since June in spite of high temperatures that are not conducive for
viral growth or transmission.”

Dr. Suranjit Chatterjee, a senior consultant at Apollo Hospitals,
said the National Institute of Virology and National Center for
Disease Control should investigate the reasons behind the sudden
spurt in swine flu cases.”

As clinicians, we need to look out for characteristic symptoms
of swine flu throughout the year so that timely action can save
lives,” he added.
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Results of Olymp

ith 23 Olympic gold
medals, swimmer Mi-
chael Phelps needed a

new challenge.

And what better challenger
for the most decorated Olym-
pian in history than the ocean’s
most fearsome predator — the
great white shark, mirror.co.uk
reported.

The king of the pool threw
down the gauntlet to the king of
the ocean for a new documen-
tary.

But did he bite off more than
he could chew?

Phelps vs shark saw the
American swimmer don a
‘monofin’ take to the open
waves off Cape Town, South Af-
rica for Shark Week.

Backed by a 15-strong army
of divers underneath him for
protection, he emulated the
shark’s shape and swimming
conditions while racing over
100m.

Viewers in the US tuned in to
the Discovery Channel on Sun-
day night to see the results of
this amphibious battle to end all
battles.

So did =
Phelps win the —
ultimate  con- /

test of human
conditioning |
and skill versus |
pure, survival |
of the fittest |\
evolution... or
did he become
lunch?

‘Well, sort of.

For starters,
much to the disappointment of
some viewers, Phelps, 32, didn’t
actually race a real shark.

Instead, the swimmer was pit-
ted against three computer gen-
erated sharks — a hammerhead,
a reef shark and, last but not
least, a great white.

Phelps was given a spe-
cial wetsuit to make him more
streamlined as well as a fin —
similar to a great white’s — to
put him on equal footing with
the shark.

A great white’s top speed hits

True or False Crossword

-

Michael Phelps raced a great white shark

25mph, and an average of 16,
while Phelps reaches a ‘mere’
six (albeit compared to an aver-
age human swimmer’s two).

But a shark only exercises
its top speeds in bursts, when
it explodes upwards from the
water to snatch its prey so the
Olympian, who scooped eight
Golds at the 2008 Beijing
Games alone, could just have
made it snappy.

“It was so exhilarating,”
said Michael, 32. “My love for
sharks has been there my whole
life, this is a bucket list item.

“It is the coolest thing
going into it head on. You
could see how focused I
was on trying to prepare
myself for the cold water that I
was getting ready to dive into.
Because 55 degrees and 80 de-
grees are so different — it is so
much colder. And I'm some-
body that really doesn’t like
cold water!”

He explained they tried to set
the playing field as level as pos-
sible, and admits the monofin
helped him reach an awesome

Phelps vs shark:
ic swimmer's race against shark

g
il

SB NATION

12mph.

He described: “We raced 100
meters. It’s hard when you have
low visibility, and we did set up
a lane line to make it look like
there was a pool, but it is chal-
lenging to see straight and see
where you’re going in water like
that.

“We weren’t side by side. The
challenge
of trying
to get a

White to swim in a straight line
was difficult, because when a
White attacks a seal on the sur-
face they come from under the
surface to build speed to be able
to get that natural breach that we
all see from great whites.

“But I think with some of the
tests that we were running out
there on the boat, we were able
to see what they can do.

DOWN
1. Used when sewing / Used when
painting (7)
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“Obviously these guys are at
home. They have the chance to
swim in the ocean every single
day in depths that some of us
may never reach.

“I wasn’t really expecting to
absolutely win against a shark.
I wanted to get in and give my-
self the best opportunity to see
how fast I could go, to see how I
could compare to the high speed
of some of the animals that we
have in the ocean.”

Incredibly, Phelps did actu-
ally beat one of the sharks.

In his first race, the swim-
mer came second to the ham-
merhead shark, beating the reef
shark by .2 of a second.

Sadly, his skills were no
match for the great white, which
was two whole seconds faster
over 100m.

The swimmer  jokingly
tweeted: “Rematch? Next time.
‘Warmer water.”

For the documentary, the
swimmer spent time at School
of Shark in the Bahamas be-
fore the race to learn
how the mammals
move.

“It was so interest-
ing watching how
they are in everyday
life, being able to
see how they go for
a regular afternoon
stroll, and how they
just walk around on
the water, or figuring
out what they would swim in a
100-metre race,” he said.

“Obviously it’s very different
than swimming in a swimming
pool. Open water swimming
and pool swimming are ex-
tremely opposite. T understand
a little bit about how the waves
move in certain directions and
how you get from Point A to
Point B. It’s trial and error.

sofa.

was three months old, when
he was adopted from the zoo,
mirror.co.uk wrote.

Nearly 24 years later, the
55-stone (349.26kg) Russian
bear has formed an extraordi-
nary bond with the couple and
sits down for meals with them
every day.

He is now set to star in a
Channel 4 documentary —
‘Bear about the House: Living
with My Supersized Pet’ —
alongside a deadly nine-foot
crocodile and a one-ton buf-
falo called Cody.

The documentary is di-
rected by Ross Haley who
travels across the world
to see these very unusual
choice pets.

ly animal.
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Georgian proverb
In a place without dogs, they teach the cats to bark.

A seven-foot bear has proved that any wild ani-
mal can be trained to eat breakfast with you, star
in photoshoots and even give you a cuddle on the

Stepan has been living with his owners Yuri and

Svetlana Panteleenko in Moscow, Russia, since he

_.i,r

Ross said: “For the past 10 months, I’ve been
meeting a rare breed of animal owner, trying to
find out what sort of person lives with such a dead-

“With thousands
of people around
the planet owning
dangerous animals,
the rise of social

e
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Russian couple share
home with a bear

&

media has meant a unique global community has

COVER IMAGES

from the zoo when

formed and brought the own-
ers out into the public eye.

“Despite the obvious dan-
ger, it’s clear a wild animal
can become part of the fam-
ily.

“Even though some make
money from their pets, I can’t
deny that these owners have
formed an extraordinary
bond with the most unlikely
of companions.”

Stepan in the past decade
alone, has starred in 32 mov-
ies — 20 more than Holly-
wood great Leonardo DiCap-
rio.

Owner Yuri said:
Stepan is 24 years old.

“He’s been with us since
he was a cub. We took him
he was three months old and

“Our

we have been raising him ever since.
“He’s an animal with such weight, he can be re-

ally dangerous for a

PICTURE OFE, THE DAY

Three robots battle it out for the soccer ball in Sydney, Australia.

ACROSS

1. Laconic / Garrulous (5)
4. Lit/ Extinguished (7)
8. Sensible / Stupid (7)

human.
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Sudoku

Sudoku was inspired by the table devised by Iranian mathematician
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2. Wet/Dry (5)

3. Went in/ Went out (7)

4. Prominent / Not prominent (13)

5. Experienced / Inexperienced (5)
6. Dragged behind / Took the lead

Khwarazmi. Fill 9x9 grid with digits so that each column, each row
and each of the nine 3x3 sub-grids that compose the grid, contains all
of the digits from 1 t0 9.

9. Young insect / Adult insect (5)
10. Vendor / Purchaser (5)

11. Sharp objects / Blunt objects (7)
12. Start/ Finish (3)

7 14. Profundity / Superficiality (5) 9 6 2
5 I(Z /Falls (5 16. Male deer / Female deer (3)
- Rises/ka s(5) L 18. Relating to water / Relating to air 8 4
13. Multiplied by two / Multiplied %)
b)’_ ‘}_“'CC ] . 20. Type of seat/ Type of table (5) 4 8 s
15. Drilling tool / Cutting tool (7) 22 Measuring device / Unit of measure 3 9 2
17. Sincere / Insincere (7) ) U | ) 4 = B
18. Artery / Vein (5) 23. Notice / Overlook (7) 5 2 8
19. Head / Body (5) 24. Easy / Strenuous (7)
21. Concur / Argue (5) 25. Kind of cereal / Kind of meat (5) 7 1 B
3 7 6
7 3
4 7 9
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Jamaica jubilation

Jamaica’s Kemar Lawrence scored the sole goal of the match in the
88th minute to shock defending champion Mexico on Sunday in the
CONCACAF Gold Cup semifinal.

LIV TN dsports

the-afc.com
Mohammad Zarei (R) scored twice as Giti Pasand edged Shriker Osaka of Japan 3-2 at the 2017 AFC Futsal Club Championship in
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, on July 24, 2017.

Last-gasp victory gives
(:iti Pasand group win

anaye’ Giti Pasand sealed its
Sposition as Group C winner

after battling to a 3-2 victory
over Japan’s Shriker Osaka in the
final group match at the 2017 AFC
Futsal Club Championship in Viet-
nam on Monday.

With both teams having clinched
their spots in the quarterfinals, Giti
Pasand and Shriker Osaka were bat-
tling for Group C supremacy. Adding
to the mix, with no way of predicting
the outcome of their Group D op-
ponents which only play today, both
sides knew a victory would increase
their chances of avoiding competi-
tion heavyweight and current Group
D leader Bluewave Chonburi, the-
afc.com reported.

Giti Pasand boasts the more
decorated trophy cabinet, but it
was Shriker Osaka which took the
lead with virtually the game’s first
chance through Sota Shibano inside
57 seconds.

It took Giti Pasand just three min-
utes to respond after Ali Asghar
Hasanzadeh’s driving effort was re-
directed by Mohammad Zarei who
made no mistake from close range.

The 2012 champion was beginning
to find its rhythm, reaping its reward
six minutes later when Osodo gifted
possession, rather uncharacteristi-
cally, to Zarei who was just meters
away from the Shriker goal-frame,
and the Iranian did not require a sec-
ond invitation to give his side the
lead.

The second half began with the
same intensity as the first with Giti
Pasand dominating possession, in-
terchanging swiftly but patiently, at-
tempting to break the stubborn Japa-
nese formation.

Nine minutes into the second half,
the Japanese side’s resilience finally
paid dividends after some individual
brilliance by Shibano as he turned
from his marker before unleashing a

powerful effort beyond a well beaten
Sepehr Mohammadi.

In a last ditch attempt, the Japa-
nese side then took the risky deci-
sion to deploy the power play with
just two minutes remaining, but saw
its hopes diminished when Asghar
scored to secure Giti Pasand a flaw-
less group stage campaign.

Giti Pasand’s head coach Alireza
Afzal praised his players’ efforts,
saying, “The Japanese team came
here with nothing to lose. It was a
high risk game with the pressure on
us to deliver and I am happy with
my players. We kept our composure
throughout. We ran well, we cooper-
ated and we defended as a team. We
deserve our victory against a very
good team.”

Giti Pasand now awaits the run-
ner-up from Group D in the quarter-
finals. Second placed Shriker will
battle the Group D winner, with both
matches on Thursday.

Iran’s U-23 volleyballers whitewash
Asian senior men’'s meet

Pty

5 B - . ' {
P

PARISA POURTAHERIAN/iranvolleyball.com

Iran’s U-23 players celebrate their 3-0 victory over Iraq at the 2017 Asian Senior Men’s Volleyball Championship in Surabaya, Indonesia,

on July 24, 2017.

Sports Desk

Iran started its campaign at the 2017
Asian Men’s Volleyball Championship
in style as the Asian giant outpowered
Iraq in straight sets in Indonesia.

Iran’s U-23 team which is represent-
ing the country in Asia’s senior cham-

pionship faced its western neighbor in
the opening match of the competition’s
Pool B and emerged victorious by a 25-
17,25-16, 25-21 score line.

Saeed Javaheri made the biggest
contribution to Iran’s triumph as he
scored 17 points.

Juan Cichello’s men will next face

Pakistan later today. Pakistan suffered a
straight-set defeat against Chinese Tai-
pei on Monday (17-25, 16-25, 13-25).

The 19th SMM Asian Senior Men’s
Volleyball Championship started on
July 24 in Surabaya, Indonesia, with
the final game set to be played on Au-
gust 1.

Ronaldo urges Neymar
to wait for United

Cristiano Ronaldo urged his rival Ney-
mar not to quit Barcelona this summer,
and only switch the Spanish giant for
Manchester United.

The Real Madrid icon has a close
relationship with Neymar due to their
shared commitments with sponsorship
giant Nike, and the Portuguese star is
believed to have sent a message to his
counterpart advising him on the situa-
tion, the Daily Mail reported.

become comfortably the most expen-
sive footballer in the history of the
game, PSG is also reported to be will-
ing to pay the Brazilian star £500,000
per week. PSG is keen to get the deal
over the line, and will use Neymar as a
marketing tool in the future to promote
its brand across the world.

But world footballer of the year Ron-
aldo has chosen to give his rival a little
bit of useful counsel, as reported by

Ronaldo is said to have outlined only
one possible destination for the Brazil-
ian should he choose to turn his back on
Barca; Manchester United.

The Red Devils are one of the few
clubs in the world which match Barce-
lona in terms of stature, global fan base
and sheer spending power.

Ronaldo spent a hugely successful
six years in Manchester, from 2003 to
2009, developing into one of the finest
players in world football.

The Neymar saga looks set to serve
up plenty more twists and turns before
the transfer window slams shut, but
one man who is convinced the mercu-
rial forward will stay is defender Gerard
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Ronaldo (R) spent a hugely successful six years in Manchester United before moving to Real Madrid in 2009.

Neymar appears to be on the verge
of quitting Barcelona for French side
PSG, which is happy to meet the in-
credible €222 million (£197 million)
buyout clause of the player.

In a deal which would see Neymar

Spanish media outlet Diariogol.

The title reports that Ronaldo has
told Neymar it would be a mistake to
leave the Catalan club, particularly to
make a downward step to a smaller Eu-
ropean side.

Pique.

The Catalan star took to social me-
dia on Sunday night to post an image
of himself with Neymar, along with the
caption “Se queda” — roughly translat-
ing to “he stays.”

Bonucci: ‘Bond had faded’

i

acmilan.com

Leonardo Bonucci left Italian champion Juventus after seven years in the Turin club to join AC Milan on a five-year contract.

Leonardo Bonucci revealed that he
felt “the bond had faded” at Juven-
tus and said that was a key reason
he elected to move to AC Milan this
summer.

The center-back had established
himself as a cult figure in Turin,
playing two Champions League fi-
nals, but though Juve fell at the fi-
nal hurdle again Madrid in May, he
felt things had gone as far as they
could for him at the club, goal.com
reported.

“When you are part of a group for
seven years, you leave something
— I hope — beautiful inside each of
your former teammates.

I had intense seven years with Ju-
ventus, in which I gave so much to

them and vice versa,” he told Milan
TV.

“In the last part of the last season,
this bond had faded a bit on both
sides and thus it was decided for us
to go our separate ways. [ was lucky
enough to have this offer from Mi-
lan, which intensified quickly.

“From now on, I’ll think only of
Milan.”

Additionally, there were many
players at San Siro that the 30-year-
old looked up to as a youngster.
Alessandro Nesta, for example, was
the player who inspired him to be-
come a defender.

He pinpointed Nesta as a player
who has particularly influenced
him, citing the former Lazio and

Italy ace as one of his boyhood he-
roes.

“The players who played for Mi-
lan when I was a child are legends
for what they’ve won and given to
football. Then, when I got bigger,
Nesta became my idol and I went on
to become a defender,” he told Mi-
lan TV.

“That being said, they’ve written
important pages in the history of
football and this club.

“I’'m at the beginning of my Mi-
lan career and I hope to do my bit in
helping this jersey back to its previ-
ous heights.”

Having finished sixth in Serie A
last season, Milan again missed out
on Champions League football.
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Albert Einstein:

I live in that solitude which is painful in youth, but delicious in the years

of maturity.

Iran, Austria to conduct
tourism training course

Iran and Austria are taking preparatory steps to hold a joint
travel and tourism training course in an Austrian university.

Head of Isfahan University Houshang Talebi said, “We are
currently in talks with officials from MODUL University in Vi-
enna to hold a joint travel and tourism training course there.”

He added that last year the two sides held a training workshop
on travel and tourism in Isfahan for tourism and hotel manag-
ers in Isfahan, which paved the way for expanding cooperation
between universities of Isfahan and MODUL, ifpnews.com re-
ported.

) :
ifpnews.com

Talebi said the decision to expand relations between the two
universities was taken last year following talks with the head of
Austrian Chamber of Commerce.

He also pointed out that MODUL University in Vienna is a
reputable academic center affiliated with the Austrian Chamber
of Commerce.

“The university is well-known for degrees it confers on in
tourism, Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA), Master
of Business Administration (MBA), and Cc ial Manage-
ment,” he said, adding, Isfahan University is planning to hold a
joint course in tourism at the MA level in the Austrian university.

He also said the students taking the course will receive two di-
plomas.

“We expect to make the arrangements by the next couple of
months to register the first group of students for the next semes-
ter,” he noted.

Austria has 22 public universities, 27 public colleges, 12 pri-
vate universities and 21 universities of Applied Sciences.

ArmeniaFilm Week
underway in Tehran

Armenia Film Week was inaugurated at Tehran Artists’ House in
a ceremony attended by a number of Iranian and Armenian film-
makers and artists.

This is the first time Iran and Armenia are coming together to
hold educational workshops and screen films to introduce Arme-
nian cinema, Head of Central Association of Cinematic Critics
and Writers Keyvan Kassirian said at the ceremony, IRNA wrote.

Armenia Film Week will also be held in Shiraz and Mashhad
in coordination with International Department of Iran’s Art and
Experimental Cinema as well as the Armenian embassy in Teh-
ran,

Feature and short films as well as documentaries will be
screened through the week, which will end July 29.

Armenian Ambassador in Tehran Artashes Tomanian said at
the ceremony that given the cultural commonalities between the
two countries, Iran and Armenia should prepare the ground for a
better understanding between the two countries.

Hamburg exhibition showcases
Pechsteinworks

The Bucerius Kunst Forum in Hamburg is presenting ‘Max Pe-
chstein: A Modern Artist’, the first solo exhibition in Hamburg to
showcase the accomplishments of the German Expressionist, on
display until September 3, 2017.

The exhibition celebrates the artist Max Pechstein (1881-
1955) as a pioneer of Modernism, and illuminates his multifac-
eted work through the lens of key biographical and geographical
highlights, artdaily.com reported.

Divided into five chronological sections, the exhibition reveals
how Pechstein’s style changed and developed with each of the
places he lived in, including Paris, Berlin, and Dresden; Nida on
the Curonian Spit; Monterosso in Italy; Palau in the western Pa-
cific Ocean; and Leba and Rowy in eastern Pomerania.

Beyond exploring how each location influenced the motifs
present in Pechstein’s work, the exhibition investigates the art-
ist’s identification of pivotal trends and reforms in painting, and
how he absorbed these into his own art.

Over 70 works of art give an insight into all of Pechstein’s
significant work cycles and creative periods between 1906 and
1932. Alongside numerous paintings, prints, drawings, water-
colors and woodcuts are on display.

The exhibition is organized in collaboration with the Briicke
Museum, Berlin and is curated by its director, Magdalena M.
Moeller. Pechstein was one of the first German artists to take the
stylistic means of expression used by French Fauvism and trans-
form them into a unique Expressionist style.
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Iran’s filmmaker
on jury duty in Venice

ulture Desk

ranian female director Rakhshan Bani-Etemad
Iwil] serve on the panel of jury in the Horizons
section of the Venice Film Festival, which is dedi-
cated to more cut-
ting-edge fare.
Italian  auteur
Gianni Amelio
(‘The Stolen Chil-
dren’) will head
the panel which is
to include Bani-
Etemad,  whose
‘Tales’ won the
2014 Venice best
screenplay prize;
US director Ami

Canaan Mann,
whose ‘Texas
Killing  Fields’

competed on the
Lido in 2011
Irish-Scottish
director Mark Cousins, best known for his 15-hour
documentary, ‘The Story of Film: An Odyssey’; Ar-
gentine screenwriter Andres Duprat, whose ‘The
Distinguished Citizen’ just won multiple nods at the
Platino Ibero-American Film Awards; Belgian direc-
tor Fien Troch, whose “Home’ took the 2016 Horizons
best director prize; and French writer-director Rebec-
ca Zlotowski, whose ‘Planetarium’, starring Natalie
Portman was screened in Venice last year, Variety re-
ported.

The festival announced the full roster of its main
competition jury, which will include actress Rebecca
Hall, ‘Baby Driver’ director Edgar Wright, and Hun-
garian director Ildiko Enyedi, whose ‘On Body and
Soul’ won this year’s Berlin Golden Bear.

They will decide the fest’s main prizes alongside
French actress Anna Mouglalis, Mexican film direc-
tor and producer Michel Franco, Australian film critic
David Stratton, Italian actress Jasmine Trinca, and
Hong Kong-based film director and photographer
Yonfan.

As announced earlier, four-time Oscar nominee An-
nette Bening will preside over the main jury — the
first woman since 2006 to head the panel.

The festival also announced that US director John
Landis will head the jury of the new Venice Virtual
Reality section, which organizers tout as the first-ever
competition for VR works launched by a major film
fest.

Of the main competition jurors, Franco, whose lat-
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est feature as a director is ‘April’s Daughter’, pro-
duced 2015 Venice Golden Lion winner ‘From Afar’
by Venezuelan director Lorenzo Vigas. British actress
Hall most recently starred in Brooklyn-set roman-
tic comedy ‘Permission’, which bowed positively at
Tribeca, while
her  countryman
Wright is making
a splash in the US
with ‘Baby Driv-
er’.
Mouglalis
(‘Coco  Chanel”)
plays the lead in
upcoming hor-
ror thriller ‘The
Most Assassi-
nated Woman in
the World’. Strat-
ton is a televi-
sion  personality
and former Vari-
ety reviewer, and
also the subject of
the documentary ‘David Stratton: A Cinematic Life’,
which screened recently at Cannes.

Trinca scooped this year’s best actress award at
Cannes for ‘Fortunata’. Yonfan has written, direct-
ed and produced 13 movies, including melodrama
‘Prince of Tears’, which competed in Venice in
2009.

French director Benoit Jacquot will head the Lion
of the Future jury, which will hand out Venice’s award
for best first feature.

The other members of the jury are British film lec-
turer and BFI film programmer Geoff Andrew; vet-
eran Hong Kong-based producer Albert Lee; Italian
actress Greta Scarano (‘Suburra’); and Greek director
Yorgos Zois (‘Interruption’).

The award recognizes the best debut feature across
all competitive sections at the festival and comes with
$100,000, to be divided equally between the director
and the producer.

Landis will be joined on the VR jury by French
screenwriter and film director Celine Sciamma, who
directed ‘Tomboy’ and penned ‘My Life as a Zuc-
chini’, and Italian actor and director Ricky Tognazzi
(“Ultra’).

Italian director Giuseppe Piccioni (‘Not of This
World”) will preside over the jury of film students
who award the Venezia Classics Awards for best re-
stored classic and best documentary on cinema.

The 74th Venice Film Festival will run from August
30 to September 9.

ISNA

‘Colorful Dream
of Silk Road’
comes true in Beijing

Iran will take part in the 24th Beijing Inter-
national Book Fair as a special guest. The Is-
lamic Republic will attend the event this year
under the motto: ‘Iran: The Colorful Dream of
Silk Road’.

According to ifpnews.com, the 24th Bei-
jing International Book Fair will be held from
August 23 to 27, announced the Managing Di-
rector of Iran’s Cultural Fairs Institute Amir-
Masoud Shahramnia.

ifpnews.com

He further said that a poster has been de-
signed for Iran’s pavilion “based on geomet-
ric designs in Islamic art”.

He noted that Iran’s pavilion covers an area
of 500-square meters.

“Six authors and 12 publishers will take
part independently while books by 10 pub-
lishers would be presented indirectly at the
exhibition.”

He continued that the Iranian literary
agents will be very active at the Islamic Re-
public’s pavilion.

“Iranian books translated into Chinese will
be introduced. Likewise, some selected works
by Iranian publishers in areas like Iranis-
tics, child and adolescent, contemporary Ira-
nian literature, and books winning domestic
awards next to Iranian books printed abroad
would also be put on show,” he stated.

According to Shahramnia, a book called
‘Chinese Iranologists’, which focuses on cul-
tural relations between Iran and China, be-
sides a bibliography of Iranian and Chinese
books will be introduced at Iran’s corner.

He said projects, such as supporting Iranian
books in global markets (Grant), and the week
of Iranian films would also be presented to the
visitors.

“Live music performance, dramatic story-
telling, and experts’ forum are among the oth-
er activities to be held at the Iranian pavilion
in this fair,” he concluded.

SHARAREH SAMEV/honaronline.ir

Directed by Peyman Yahadi, the comedy ‘Edward & Mom’, is on stage
at Tehran’s City Theater until August 6, 2017.
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