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S. Korea 
to finance 

€1.6b Iranian 
refinery project 

TEHRAN — Iran 
and South Korea 

signed a heads of agreement (HOA) 
based on which South Korean banks 
will finance a €1.6 billion project to up-
grade Tabriz Oil Refinery in northwest 
of Iran, Shana reported.

The HOA was signed in Tehran 
on Saturday between Tabriz Refinery 
Company and a consortium consisting 
of Iran’s Oil Design and Construction 
Company (ODCC) and South Korea’s 
SK E&C (Engineering and Construc-
tion) Company.

South Korean banks including Ko-
rea Eximbank (Export–Import Bank of 
Korea) will finance the project which 
will be executed on an Engineering, 
Procurement, Construction and Fi-
nancing (EPCF) basis.

Last year, Iran signed a deal with SK 
group to conduct feasibility study for 
the development of Tabriz Oil Refinery 
in order to increase the production ca-
pacity for gasoline and diesel fuel. It 
also envisages promotion of desulfuri-
zation facilities.

After the implementation of Iran’s 
nuclear deal (known as JCPOA) South 
Korean companies have signed sever-
al deals in Iran for implementing ener-
gy projects as the two countries seek 
to expand cooperation in the areas of 
trade and technology.

E C O N O M Y
d e s k

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Defiant Saudi 
Arabia defends 
planned execution 
of 14 Shias
The House of Saud regime has 
defended the death penalties it 
has handed down to 14 Shia na-
tionals amid criticisms that the 
defendants were tor tured into 
false confessions and convicted in 
sham trials.

In a statement carried by the 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) on Friday, 
Mansour al-Qafari, a spokesman for 
the Saudi regime Ministry of Justice, 
claimed that all trials at the so-called 
Specialized Criminal Court — which 
sentenced the 14 to death — had 
met international standards and that 
the media and human rights observ-
ers had had access to the court ses-
sions.

Qafari further claimed that death 
sentences were only given to those 
individuals who have committed the 
most serious crimes in the kingdom.

The 14 men are among a group of 
24 people who were all convicted last 
year of carrying out attacks on police 
stations in the town of Awamiyah and 
the city of Seihat, both situated in the 
Qatif region of the Shia-dominated 
Eastern Province.

Nine of the others were sentenced 
to prison terms and the remaining one 
was cleared of the charges.

Late last month, the “Specialized 
Criminal Court” upheld the death sen-
tences of the 14 Shias, with reports 
saying that they had been transferred 
to the Saudi capital, Riyadh, for exe-
cution.

 Appalling justifications
Meantime, a London-based hu-

man rights organization, Reprieve, 
denounced the Friday Saudi regime 
statement as a justification for the 
imminent execution of the Shias, 
saying that one of the individuals, 
17-year-old Mujtaba al-Sweikat, had 
never seen a lawyer, and no evidence 
had been presented against another, 
disabled Munir al-Adamno, during 
his trial.

“Saudi Arabia’s attempts to justi-
fy these 14 unlawful executions are 
appalling. This statement is a serious 
mischaracterization of the trial process 
against the 14 men,” said Reprieve Di-
rector Maya Foa.  1 3

World standing 
beside Iran in 
honoring nuclear deal  

The participation of a large number of 
foreign dignitaries in President Hassan 
Rouhani’s swearing-in ceremony signi-
fies the paramount importance of Iran 
and indicates positive feedback on 
Iran’s foreign policy tenets. 

By participation in the ceremony, 
the international community is vocally 
declaring its support more than any-
thing else for the July 2015 nuclear 
agreement which President Rouhani 
and his diplomatic team struck with 
the European Union, Germany and the 
five permanent members of the UN 
Security Council.

The participation of Federica 
Mogherini, the High Representative of 
the European Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy, in the ceremo-
ny is highly significant as this clearly 
sends this message to the extremist 
U.S. President Donald Trump that the 
28-nation European bloc is adamant in 
backing the hard-won nuclear agree-
ment which has also been endorsed 
by the UN Security Council.

The world is noticing that the United 
Nations’ International Atomic Energy 
Agency is confirming one after anoth-
er that Iran is abiding by its commit-
ments under the nuclear agreement, 
meaning that any excuse by Trump to 
abrogate the deal is just nonsensical, 
irrational, and adventurous. 

Trump, which according to Foreign 
Policy, has instructed a group of White 
House staffers to invent a pretext for 
withholding certification of Iran’s com-
pliance at the next 90-day review of 
the deal must now find himself more 
isolated than before. 

This show of support for Iran is indic-
ative of the fact that the world has wok-
en up to the threats by Trump whom 
Germany’s Martin Schulz has described 
as a “risk to the whole world”.

Trump should bear in mind that 
any effort to put out of the multilat-
eral deal have more immense conse-
quences for the United Nations and 
its bodies. 

The nuclear accord is endorsed 
by a UN Security Council resolution 
and any effort to question the deal 
is equal to questioning the interna-
tional body.  

Iran’s LPG shipments jumped to a year-to-
date high of 381,500 million tons (mt) in 
July, up 39percent from around 274,000 mt 
in June and surpassing the previous high of 
360,000 mt in January, shipping and trade 
sources said this week.

The country’s LPG shipments over Jan-
uary-July totaled about 1.94 million mt, of 
which 968,000 mt was sent to China and a 
number of cargoes to Indonesia, shipping 
fixtures showed.

The shipments to Indonesia follow an 
agreement signed in May last year between In-
donesian state-owned Pertamina and National 
Iranian Oil Co. for a total 600,000 mt of LPG to 
be delivered in 14 cargoes over 2016-17.

Under that contract, Pertamina received 
its first 44,000 mt evenly split LPG cargo from 
Iran aboard the Very Large Gas Carrier Per-
tamina Gas-2 last October.

After that, shipping fixtures show that Per-
tamina received a cargo in November on the 

VLGC Pertamina Gas-1, in December on the 
VLGC Gas Courage, late-January/early Febru-
ary on the Pertamina Gas-1, March on the Per-
tamina Gas-2 and in May on the Sea Dolphin.

All the shipments were loaded from the 
Iranian port of Assaluyeh.

Pertamina received its latest cargoes in 
June and July. The VLGC Pertamina-Gas 1 
carried a 44,000 mt cargo from NIOC in June, 
according to S&P Global Platts’ vessel track-
ing tool, cFlow.   4

TEHRAN — Iranian For-
eign Minister Mohammad 

Javad Zarif held talks with top officials from 
various countries who were in Tehran to at-
tend the inauguration ceremony for Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani.

During a meeting with European Union 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini on 
Saturday, Zarif said that U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s administration seeks to deprive 
Iran of the benefits of the nuclear deal.

He also criticized the act by Britain, 
France, and Germany in releasing a joint 
statement against the launch of the Simorgh 
satellite-carrying rocket by Iran on July 27, 
describing it as a “move on the wrong path”.

Zarif noted that the launch of the rocket does 

not run contrary to the UN Resolution 2231 which 
endorsed the July 2015 nuclear agreement.

Mogherini reiterated that the EU supports 
implementation of the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action, the official name for the nu-
clear pact.

Mogherini arrived in Tehran on Friday to 
take part in Rouhani’s presidential swear-
ing-in ceremony on Saturday.

Iran, the European Union, Germany and 
the five permanent members of the UN Se-
curity Council - the United States, Britain, 
France, China and Russia - finalized the text 
of the JCPOA in July 2015. The deal went into 
effect in January 2016.

 Zarif calls France an important partner
In a meeting with Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, 

minister of state attached to the Ministry of 
Europe and Foreign Affairs, Zarif said that 
France is an important partner of Iran in the 
European Union.

Lemoyne said that France is interested in 
expanding relations with Iran especially in 
economic area.

Zarif held separate meetings with 
Demetris Syllouris, president of the Cyp-
riot House of Representatives; Stepan Ku-
biv, first vice prime minister of Ukraine; 
Robert Dussey, Togo’s  foreign minister ; 
Istvan Jakab, the deputy speaker of the 
National Assembly of Hungary; Erlan Ab-
dyldaev, the Kyrgyz foreign minister ; and 
Karlheinz Kopf, Austria’s deputy parlia-
ment speaker.

Iran’s July LPG shipments surge to year-to-date high 

Zarif meets top officials visiting Iran
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Sanandaj 
hosts 

horseback 
competition

A horseback rider shows off his 
equestrianism skills during a com-
petition as musicians perform piec-
es of local music in Sanandaj, Kurd-
istan province, on August 4, 2017. 
Watched by hundreds of spectators, 
the competition was held in various 
sections for men and women.

  See page 2

Regional countries 
to help Iran reshape 
medical tourism 

Iran, Indonesia 
explore avenues of 
economic co-op

Iran favorites
to top their group at 
FIBA Asian Cup104 15

Writer Najaf Daryabandari 
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Hassan Rouhani 
sworn in as president

FM expresses displeasure over Britain-France-Germany statement on Iran’s rocket launch 



By M.A. Saki

By Aria Moghanloo

By Negar Asadi

 T
eh

ra
n 

Ti
m

es
/M

oh
am

m
ad

re
za

 A
bb

as
i

AUGUST 6, 2017AUGUST 6, 2017

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

P O L I T I C S

By Mohammad Homaeifar
TEHRAN — South Korea’s parliamentary leader has urged 
North Korea to learn lessons from the Iran nuclear agreement 
and return to nuclear talks.

National Assembly Speaker Chung Sye-Kyun made the 
remarks as he met with his Iranian counterpart Ali Larijani in 
Tehran on Friday. Chung noted that Iran has enjoyed positive 
effects, including economic growth, as a result of the historic 
nuclear deal it signed with six world powers – the United States, 
Britain, China, Russia, France and Germany.

Following the nuclear agreement, all nuclear-related sanctions on 

Iran were lifted in return for taking steps to limit its nuclear program 
to ensure the world of the peaceful nature of its nuclear program.

“I hope North Korea will come to the dialogue table, taking the 
Iran case into account,” said Chung, who visited Tehran to attend 
the inauguration ceremony of Iranian President Hassan Rouhani.

For his turn, Larijani reaffirmed “active support” for efforts to 
resolve the North Korea issue. North Korea has rejected calls for 
Iran-style nuclear negotiations, saying its situation is different 
from that of Iran.The last round of talks on ending North Korea’s 
nuclear program were held in December 2008. Ever since, no 
significant progress has been made to resume the talks.

North Korea says it is a nuclear weapons state and views its 
nuclear program as a powerful deterrent against Washington’s 
hostile policies toward it. Kim Yong-nam, North Korea’s ceremonial 
leader, was also in Tehran for the inauguration ceremony.

Chung also held talks with President Hassan Rouhani, discussing 
mutual ties and joining forces for peace on the Korean Peninsula.

“The South Korean National Assembly will support the 
enhancement of the two countries’ relationship,” he said.

In response, President Rouhani highlighted the importance of 
the security of Northeast Asia, saying Iran will support the stability 
and development of Asia.

Iran reaffirms ‘active support’ to resolve Pyongyang-Seoul conflict 

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Iran denies ties with 
runaway gangsters 
in Kuwait

TEHRAN — In a statement on 
Saturday, the Iranian embassy in 

Kuwait denied claims by certain Kuwaiti media outlets 
on relations between Iran and an outlaw gang in the Al-
Abdoli area of Kuwait.

Earlier, local news outlets had claimed that a number 
of runaway members of the gang had used Iranian 
passports to run away, Fars reported.

The Kuwaiti media said the gang had relations with 
Iran as well as Lebanon’s Hezbollah, both of which 
denied the allegations.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Lebanese, Palestinian 
resistance 
movements thank 
Iran 

TEHRAN — The Hezbollah secretary 
general on Thursday thanked Iran for its 

unwavering support for the Lebanese resistance group.
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah made the remarks in a 

televised speech marking the purge of the town of Arsal 
on the border with Syria of al-Qaeda-linked al-Nusra 
Front terrorists.

Also, Hamas, the Palestinian Islamic resistance 
movement who had sent a high-ranking delegation 
to Tehran to participate in the swearing-in ceremony 
of President Hassan Rouhani, praised Iran’s continued 
support for the oppressed Palestinian nation whose 
lands have been occupied by Israel and their rights for a 
decent life have been violated.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Russian deputy PM 
meets with Iranian 
defense minister

TEHRAN — Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Dmitry Rogozin met with 

Iranian Defense Minister Hossein Dehghan in Tehran on 
Saturday, RIA Novosti reported.

“The supply of Russian weapons will be discussed 
during the meeting with the Iranian minister,” a source in 
Rogozin’s office had said earlier.

“Iran and Russia initially agreed to strengthen 
military-technical and technological cooperation after 
both countries were included into the sanctions list,” the 
source was quoted as having said.

 MEDIA  HIGHLIGHTS

P O L I T I C S
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VP: U.S. sanctions 
on Iran, Russia 
unjustified 

TEHRAN — The Iranian first vice 
president has said the recent U.S. 

sanctions on Iran and Russia are unjustified, noting the 
U.S. keeps implementing its inimical policies.

Es’haq Jahangiri made the remarks in a meeting with 
the Chairman of the Board of the Eurasian Economic 
Commission Tigran Sarkissian in Tehran on Saturday, 
IRNA reported.

He suggested tapping Eurasia capacity can help solve 
problems facing certain countries, especially Iran and 
Russia

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Rouhani may 
propose ministers 
on Tuesday 

TEHRAN — A member of the Majlis 
presiding board has said President 

Hassan Rouhani will likely propose his cabinet minister to 
the parliament on Tuesday.

Speaking to Tasnim on Saturday, Ahmad Amir-
Abadi also said proposing ministers on the president’s 
inauguration day is inadvisable since it would overshadow 
the swearing-in ceremony which is supposed to be a 
show of strength.

Rouhani was sworn into his second presidential term 
on Saturday afternoon in Majlis before tens of high-
ranking foreign delegations.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Trump keeps 
scaring investors 
away from Iran: 
CNN

TEHRAN — Iran hoped that agreeing 
to curtail its nuclear program would 

encourage foreign firms to pour tens of billions into 
the country. But a flood of major investment has not 
materialized -- and that’s largely because of the United 
States, Zahraa Alkhalisi wrote on CNN on Friday.

Many foreign companies are still reluctant to invest 
because they fear the agreement could collapse 
regarding U.S. President Donald Trump’s tough policy on 
Iran. The train has left the station but it is not moving at 
the pace that people expected, she observed.

TEHRAN — In a high-profile ceremony 
on Saturday, Hassan Rouhani was inau-
gurated as the 7th president of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

Rouhani vowed to usher in a new era that 
would bring about a stronger economy and 
more cooperative foreign policy. 

The swearing-in ceremony was held on 
17:00 local time (13:30 UTC), in which a cav-
alcade of international dignitaries, including 
European Union foreign policy chief Federica 
Mogherini, participated. 

“From now on, we must be responsive to 
the people’s votes,” Rouhani told hundreds of 
guests gathering in the parliament. 

“The (May 19) vote was not happench-
ance. It was the outcome of social maturi-
ty. We are a pacifist government preferring 
peace over war and reform over stagnancy 
in our domestic and foreign policies.”

Facing a strong challenge from principlist 
Ebrahim Raisi at the May 19 presidential elec-
tion, Rouhani ultimately managed to secure 
more than 23 million (57%) of the votes, win-
ning the election in a landslide.  

“I hereby as the president of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, swear before the holy Ko-
ran and the Iranian nation and God to be the 
guardian of the official religion, the Islamic Re-
public and the Constitution,” Rouhani said as 
he took the oath of office.

According to ISNA, the ceremony was at-
tended by some 1200 guests, including 700 
senior Iranian officials and 500 prominent of-
ficials from other countries.

The inauguration fell on the 111th anni-
versary of the Iranian Constitutional Revolu-
tion of 1906, which gave the people of Iran, 
for the first time in the Middle East, a constitu-
tion and a parliament. 

Rouhani reiterated his political posturing 
he pursued over his first term, maintaining 
that his government “wants to be one of mod-

eration, one which would not succumb to any 
aggression or be upset by any excitement.” 

Elsewhere in his remarks, Rouhani referred 
to the international nuclear deal between Iran 
and six world powers, emphasizing that the 
Iranian nation and government won’t keep 
mum on possible infractions. 

“The world knows that any violation 
of the international accord would face the 
united reaction of the nation and govern-
ment of Iran.” 

“On behalf of the country’s people and 
authorities, I explicitly announce that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran would not violate the 
JCPOA first, but would not keep silent in the 
face of America’s continuous incompliance.”

The 68-year-old re-elected president al-
luded to provocative comments by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump on tearing up the nuclear 
agreement, urging him to end his “mistakes.”

The JCPOA was inked between Iran and 

the five permanent members of the UN Se-
curity Council – the US, France, Britain, China 
and Russia – plus Germany in July 2015 and 
took effect in January 2016.

Under the deal, which was later en-
dorsed by a UN Security Council resolution, 
limits were put on Iran’s nuclear activities in 
exchange for the removal of all nuclear-re-
lated bans imposed on the Islamic Republic, 
among other things.

The Trump administration, which took over 
in January 2017, one year after the JCPOA 
came into force, has, however, slapped sanc-
tions on Iran in violation of the nuclear deal. 
During his presidential campaign, Trump said 
he would “tear” the deal.

“Those who intend to tear up the 
JCPOA should bear in mind that in doing 
so they put an end to their political life. 
Those who consider themselves to be los-
ers in the deal can end their mistakes,” 

Rouhani stated.
He added, “Today, it’s not time to un-

veil the mother of bombs. Time is ripe for 
unveiling mother of all cooperation.” 

Rouhani was referring to the largest 
non-nuclear bomb of the U.S. Army dropped 
in eastern Afghanistan in April. 

Rouhani also rapped Washington for what 
he called “addiction to the illegal and ineffective 
policy of intimidation and sanctioning.” 

As concluding remarks, Rouhani deemed 
Tehran’s constructive interaction with all coun-
tries, including the neighboring ones, a “ne-
cessity” for international peace and security. 

“Leaving behind dangerous threats and 
convoluted developments in the present 
transition era is not possible unless interac-
tion between nations and governments are 
increased and dialogue is institutionalized.” 

 Leader formally endorses Rouhani 
as president

The inauguration ceremony comes after 
formal endorsement of Rouhani by Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

In his decree, Ayatollah Khamenei wished 
for Rouhani’s success, saying: “I hereby, in con-
formity with the choice of the Iranian nation, 
endorse their vote and appoint esteemed 
scholar, Hojjatoleslam Dr. Hassan Rouhani, as 
president of the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

The Leader also hailed the election pro-
cess as the symbol of democracy in the 
post-Revolution Iran.

Prior to the Islamic Revolution, people 
were sidelined and prevented from playing a 
role in running the country’s affairs, Ayatollah 
Khamenei noted.

“Focus your efforts on the establishment 
of justice, supporting the oppressed people, 
implementing the pure commands of Islam, 
reinforcing national unity and dignity, paying 
attention to the huge capabilities and poten-
tialities of the country, and outspokenly ven-
erating the values and principles of the Islamic 
Revolution,” the Leader told Rouhani.

Rouhani sworn in as president

TEHRAN — A senior Iranian official 
said on Saturday that Tehran will allow 
no inspection of its military sites, an 
issue set to open the latest chapter in 
Donald Trump’s antagonistic approach 
toward Tehran. 

“Under no circumstances are the 
Americans allowed to inspect Iran’s military 
sites,” media outlets quoted Ali Akbar 
Velayati, a senior adviser to Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as saying.  

“Neither would they be allowed to 
do so, nor do they dare to violate Iran’s 
security,” Velayati, Iran’s former foreign 
minister for 16 years, added. 

“The sites are part of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran’s security.” 

Washington’s inspection bid, Velayati 
ridiculed, is similar to Don Quixote, a 
reference to the famous is a Spanish novel 
by Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, whose 
protagonist was pursuing quixotic plans. 

Last week, the AP reported that 
Trump administration intends to drum up 

“foolproof intelligence” inspections of what 
is claimed to be suspicious Iranian military 
sites in a bid to test the strength of the 
nuclear deal that President Donald Trump 
desperately wants to cancel. 

During his campaign trail, Trump pledged 
to “tear up” the deal which he said was “the 
worst deal ever negotiated”.

The nuclear deal, officially known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
was forged between Tehran, the European 
Union, and six world countries of the U.S., 
Russia, China, England, Germany and France.

Under the accord, Iran agreed to roll back 
parts of its nuclear program in exchange for 
removal of nuclear-related sanctions. 

Since taking office, Trump has taken a 
much harder line on the deal, calling for 
renegotiation, what Tehran has categorically 
ruled out for the multilateral accord. 

The inspections, U.S. official told Fox 
News, are in line with what is planned to 
be a harsh approach to preventing Iran 
from obtaining a nuclear weapon, what 
Tehran denies has never been seeking. 
While the Trump administration seeks 

to police the existing deal more strictly, 
it is also working to fix what Trump’s 
aides have called “serious flaws” in 
the landmark deal that, if not resolved 
quickly, will likely lead Trump to pull out.

That effort also includes discussions with 
European countries to negotiate a follow-up 
agreement to prevent Iran from resuming 
nuclear development after the deal’s 
restrictions expire in about a decade. 

The campaign gained fresh urgency this 
month following a dramatic clash within the 
administration about whether to recertify 
Iran’s compliance, as is required every 90 days.

People close to the Oval Office said Trump 
had begrudgingly certified the accord, and is 
likely to pull out of the deal. 

To force its inspections plan, Washington 
needs to enlist the support of the 34 other 
countries who sit on the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) board of governors. 

Under the nuclear accord, the IAEA, the 
UN nuclear watchdog, is responsible for 
verifying Iran’s adherence to the deal. 

The UN watchdog has so far confirmed 
Iran’s compliance with the deal six times. 

Access to Iran’s military sites was a 
key sticking point during two years of 
negotiation which led to the accord, under 
which requests for access to military should 
“be made in good faith” and “kept to the 
minimum necessary to effectively implement 
the verification responsibilities”. 

Also, such requests will not be aimed 
at interfering with Iran’s military or other 
national security activities, but will be 
exclusively for resolving concerns regarding 
fulfilment of the JCPOA commitments 
and Iran’s other non-proliferation and 
safeguards obligations.

There is, yet, little backing from the other 
nations involved in the deal. 

Back in January, Helga Schmid, secretary 
general of the European Union’s foreign 
policy service in Brussels, said that the foreign 
policy team of Trump had misunderstood 
the Iran nuclear deal and that it was not up 
for renegotiation.

“There is a misunderstanding that you 
can renegotiate this agreement. This cannot 
be done… It’s a multilateral agreement, that 
cannot be renegotiated bilaterally,” she said. 

TEHRAN — In her separate talks with senior Iranian of-
ficials on Saturday European Union foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini reiterated her bloc’s support for the 
international nuclear deal with Iran and expansion of ties.

Mogherini visited Tehran to take part in a swear-
ing-in ceremony for Hassan Rouhani as president for 
a second time.

During her meeting with Rouhani, she said that the 
European delegation’s participation in the inauguration 
ceremony shows determination by the EU to expand ties 
with Tehran.

Mogherini also said that the 2015 nuclear deal has 
brought great achievements for Iran and the EU, high-
lighting the importance of expanding relations in various 
spheres.

For his part, Rouhani said, “Iran and the European Un-
ion have taken positive and important steps in line with 
expanding relations and cooperation, which are very im-
portant in a situation in which various parts of the world 
especially the Middle East are involved in clashes and com-
plicated conflicts.”

Rouhani also insisted on the need to facilitate banking rela-
tions between Iran and the 28-nation European bloc.

He also reiterated Tehran’s position in fulfilling its obli-
gation under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action – the 

official name for the nuclear agreement – noting Tehran will 
remain committed to the deal so as long as the other side 
does not violate it.

Rouhani also pointed to violation of the JCPOA by the 
Trump administration and adoption of sanctions legisla-
tions against Iran by the two chambers of Congress, saying, 
“Repeated violations of the JCPOA by the U.S. administra-
tion and imposition of new sanctions against Iran have had 
negative effects on the public opinion in Iran which can in 
effect destroy the implementation of the JCPOA.” 

Rouhani added, “Iran’s parliament will approve a legisla-
tion (against the U.S.) in a retaliatory action.”

 ‘EU supports implementation of nuclear deal’
During her meeting with Foreign Minister Zarif, Mogher-

ini said that the European Union supports the implemen-
tation of the JCPOA.

Zarif said that U.S. President Donald Trump’s administration 
seeks to deprive Iran of the nuclear deal’s benefits.

He also criticized Britain, France, and Germany for re-
leasing a joint statement against Iran for launching a satel-
lite-carrying rocket last month, describing the statement as 
a “move on the wrong path”.

On July 27, Iran launched of Simorgh satellite-carrying 
rocket into space.

Zarif noted that the launch of the rocket does not run 
contrary to the Resolution 2231 which endorsed the nuclear 
deal between Iran, the European Union, Germany and the five 
permanent members of the UN Security Council - the United 
States, Britain, France, China and Russia.

  ‘Iran to counter U.S. contradictory position’ 
After his meeting with Mogherini, Ali Akbar Velayati told 

reporters that Iran will counter the U.S. “contradictory” po-
sition.

Velayati, who acts as a senior advisor to the Leader on for-
eign policy issues, said the U.S. president constantly changes 
his stance which is harmful to his administration.

He added that the nuclear agreement is international 
and the U.S. cannot act in whatever manner it desires.

Tehran rules out inspections of its military sites

Mogherini meets senior Iranian officials, backs nuclear deal

Judiciary Chief Sadeq Amoli-Larijani (L) and President Hassan Rouhani 



The United States Attorney General Jeff Session has 
vowed to crack down on those who leak classified or sen-
sitive national security information, as well as review the 
way journalists are subpoenaed.

The announcement on Friday follows a torrent of 
damaging revelations to the media, following six months 
of political intrigue and open feuding within the White 
House.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly fumed about 
“illegal leaks” and even lashed out publicly at Sessions last 
week for taking what he called a “very weak” position on 
the issue.

Under pressure, and with some saying his job could be 
on the line, Sessions responded.

“I strongly agree with the president and condemn in 
the strongest terms the staggering number of leaks un-
dermining the ability of our government to protect this 
country,” Sessions said.

“We are taking a stand. This culture of leaking must 
stop.”

Rights groups say the public should be “concerned” 
about the announcement, calling it a “crackdown on de-
mocracy”.

“Every American should be concerned about the 
Trump administration’s threat to step up its efforts against 
whistleblowers and journalists,” Ben Wizner of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) said.

The organization also said on Twitter that a “crackdown 
on leaks is a crackdown on the free press and on democ-
racy as a whole”.

Four people have already been charged with “unlaw-
fully disclosing” classified material or concealing contacts 
with federal officers, Sessions said.

He said the Department of Justice has more than tri-
pled the number of active leaks investigations compared 
with the number pending when Trump’s predecessor Ba-
rack Obama left office, and the number of referrals to the 
justice department for potential investigation of unau-
thorized disclosures had “exploded”.

The Obama administration’s justice department 
brought more leaks cases than under all previous admin-
istrations combined and was often criticized for maneu-
vers seen as needlessly aggressive and intrusive. 

Following consultation with media lawyers, the depart-
ment in 2015 revised its guidelines for leak investigations 
to require additional levels of approval before a reporter 

could be subpoenaed, including from the attorney gen-
eral.

But Sessions and Rod Rosenstein, deputy attorney 
general, said on Friday that they were reviewing how the 
department conducts leak investigations and whether 
current regulations impose too many constraints on their 
work.

“One of the things we are doing is reviewing policies 
affecting media subpoenas,” Sessions said.

“We respect the important role that the press plays and 
will give them respect, but it is not unlimited.”

With Trump desperate to control the messages em-
anating from the White House, Sessions said he would 
bolster a task force created during Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration aimed at apprehending leakers.

“We will not allow rogue anonymous sources with se-
curity clearances to sell out our country,” he said.

Joining Sessions, Dan Coats, the director of national 
intelligence, issued his own tough warning to would-be 
leakers and described such revelations as betraying the 
American people.

“If you improperly disclose classified information, we 
will find you,” he said. “We will investigate you, we will 
prosecute you to the fullest extent of the law.”

Most recently, the Washington Post on Thursday pub-
lished leaked transcripts of phone conversations between 
Trump and the leaders of Mexico and Australia.

The transcripts revealed the blunt tone Trump has tak-
en when speaking to his counterparts in other countries.

Sessions expressed his anger over the revelations 
which apparently came from inside the White House.

Disclosure of the transcripts rocked Washington, with 
politicians from across the political spectrum strongly 
denouncing the leaks of presidential conversations with 
world leaders.

“Somebody needs to go to jail,” Republican Senator 
Lindsey Graham stressed on Friday on Fox News.

“You don’t have the right if you work in the White 
House or you’re a holdover from the Obama administra-
tion ... to take the law in your own hands,” Graham said.

He said the leaks were “hurting the presidency itself”.
(Source: agencies)

At least three women and six children from 
the same family have been killed in an air 
raid by the House of Saud regime-led co-
alition on their home in northern Yemen, 
according to a local health official.

Dr. Abdel-Ilah al-Azzi, the head of the 
local health department, said on Friday 
that three other people were also injured 
in the attack at dawn on the family home 
of Taha al-Dharafi in Mahda district on the 
southwestern outskirts of Saada city.

“We are recording all the crimes of the 
enemy and we will not forget them,” he 
said. “All the criminals will be put on trial 
soon, God willing.”

A relative, who declined to be identi-
fied, said the attack happened while the 
family slept.

Their bodies were taken to the morgue 

while rescue workers continued to search 
for a missing woman in the rubble of the 
house.

A spokesman for the Saudi regime-led 
coalition did not respond to Reuters news 
agency’s request for a comment.

SABA, an official news agency con-
trolled by the Ansarullah (Houthi) move-
ment, said that a second air attack on a 
car carrying civilians killed at least three 
people and wounded seven.

Saada, an Ansarullah stronghold, has 
been repeatedly hit by Saudi regime-led 
aerial bombardment.

  Yemen’s Ansarullah warns of 
repercussions of support for Saudi 
crimes

Meantime, Ansarullah movement has 
cautioned the international community 

against providing a cover for Saudi regime 
atrocities in Yemen, as the death toll from 
the Saudi regime-led war on the impover-
ished country increases by the day.

Ansarullah spokesman Mohammad 
Abdulsalam wrote on his Facebook page 
on Friday that more Saudi regime crimes 
would only lead to greater steadfastness 
on the part of the Yemenis in support of 
their dignity and the sovereignty of their 
homeland.

Abdulsalam further called on the Popu-
lar Committees and allied army soldiers to 
step up their operations against the Saudi 
regime military and mercenaries.

The House of Saud regime has been 
leading a brutal military campaign against 
Yemen for more than two years to reinstall 
a Riyadh-friendly former president. The 

Saudi regime military campaign, however, 
has failed to achieve either of the goals.

The protracted war has already killed 
over 12,000 Yemenis, with the United 
States and Britain providing the bulk of 
weapons used by Saudi regime forces and 
giving coordinates for the airstrikes, which 
have killed many civilians.

The Saudi regime-led offensive has also 
taken a heavy toll on Yemen’s infrastruc-
ture and led to a humanitarian crisis and a 
cholera epidemic.

The number of suspected cholera cas-
es in Yemen has exceeded 419,800 while 
almost 2,000 people have died since the 
outbreak of the epidemic in April, accord-
ing to the latest figures provided by the 
World Health Organization (WHO).

(Source: agencies)
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Jeff Sessions promises 
crackdown on leaks in the U.S.

Venezuela: Luisa’ Ortega 
condemns ‘siege’ of 
Caracas office
Security forces have surrounded the entrance to Venezuela’s 
chief prosecutor office, a day after the government inaugu-
rated a new legislative body that she said was fraudulently 
elected.

Luisa Ortega denounced what she called a military “siege” 
on Twitter on Saturday, publishing photos apparently taken 
from security cameras showing some 30 national guardsmen 
in riot gear standing outside her headquarters in Caracas.

Access to the downtown block where the building is locat-
ed was completely restricted.

The move comes ahead of a session of the newly installed 
constitutional assembly that is expected to debate removing 
the one time loyalist turned arch government critic.

She had asked a local court to halt the inauguration of 
the country’s new 545-member constituent assembly, citing 
allegations that the government tampered with the vote that 
created it.

The assembly was nonetheless installed on Friday.
The all-powerful body supersedes the opposition con-

trolled National Assembly.
It could re-write the constitution, re-arrange state institu-

tions and allow President Nicolas Maduro to rule by decree. 
Members had said they would fire Ortega the first chance 
they got.

“Don’t think we’re going to wait weeks, months or years,” 
former Foreign Minister Delcy Rodriguez said on Friday after 
she was voted unanimously by all 545 delegates to lead the 
assembly.

“Tomorrow we start to act. The violent fascists, those who 
wage economic war on the people, those who wage psycho-
logical war, justice is coming for you.”

It was seated despite strong criticism from the United 
States, other countries and the Venezuelan opposition, which 
fear the assembly will be a tool for imposing dictatorship.

But supporters say it will pacify a country rocked by vio-
lent protests.

At least 120 people have died and hundreds more have 
been jailed in the four-month crisis.

The opposition is struggling to regain its footing in the 
face of the government’s strong-arm tactics. In a sign of its 
apparent demoralized state, only a few hundred demonstra-
tors showed up for a Friday protest against the assembly, one 
of the smallest turnouts in months.

“This is what the constitutional assembly will bring: more 
repression,” opposition lawmaker Miguel Pizarro said.

Foreign ministers from several South American nations 
said they will gather on Saturday in Brazil for an emergency 
meeting to decide whether to expel Venezuela from the Mer-
cosur trade bloc for violating its democratic norms.

Venezuela was suspended from the group in December.
(Source: agencies)

Yemen: Saudi-led air raid kills nine family members

Iraqi security forces have discovered a network of long 
tunnels used by members of the Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) Takfiri terrorist group during a 
clean-up operation in the country’s second largest city 
Mosul.

Commander of Federal Police Forces Lieutenant Gen-
eral Raed Shaker Jawdat said on Saturday that they had 
found the tunnels in the southern part of the Old City of 
Mosul, located some 400 kilometers north of the capital 
Baghdad, English-language online newspaper Iraqi News 
reported.

He added that police forces had also uncovered a stash 
of projectiles belonging to the ISIL terrorists in the area.

On July 10, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi for-
mally declared victory over ISIL in Mosul, which served as 
the terrorists’ main urban stronghold in the conflict-ridden 
Arab country.

Mosul’s liberation came on the heels of sweeping gains 
against ISIL by Iraqi army soldiers and volunteer fighters 
from the Popular Mobilization Units, commonly known by 

the Arabic name Hashd al-Sha’abi.
The Iraqi forces took control of eastern Mosul in Janu-

ary after 100 days of fighting, and launched the battle in 
the west on February 19.

An estimated 862,000 people were initially displaced 
from Mosul due to the liberation operation.

Iraqi Minister of Displacement and Migration Jassim 
Mohammed al-Jaaf said on Wednesday that 253,000 in-

ternally displaced people had returned to their homes in 
Mosul after government forces and Hashd al-Sha’abi re-
took the strategic northern city from ISIL.

Separately, Captain Amir Watheq from Nineveh pro-
vincial police force told BasNews news agency that secu-
rity forces had killed more than a dozen ISIL Takfiris who 
were trying to sneak into a village south of Mosul.

He noted that security personnel had engaged the ter-
rorists during an infiltration attempt into al-Houd village 
in Qayyarah subdistrict, which lies on the western bank of 
Tigris River and some 60 kilometers south of Mosul, killing 
13 of them.

Gruesome violence has plagued the northern and 
western parts of Iraq ever since ISIL terrorists mounted an 
offensive there more than two years ago, and took control 
of portions of Iraqi territory.

Iraqi army soldiers and pro-government fighters from 
the Popular Mobilization Units are engaged in joint oper-
ations to win back militant-held areas.

(Source: Press TV)

Indian troops killed at least three sus-
pected fighters in a gun battle in Indi-
an-administered Kashmir, officials say, 
slayings which led to another round of 
protests.

Fighting erupted in the divided Him-
alayan region after government forces 
raided a cluster of homes on a tip that 
the fighters were hiding in northwestern 
Sopore area, Muneer Ahmed Khan, po-
lice inspector-general, said on Saturday.

He said that as the soldiers began 
searching homes, they came under gun-
fire from the fighters.

A police statement said the fight-
ers belonged with the Lashkar-e-Taiba 
group. Police on Tuesday had killed one 

of the group’s senior Kashmir leaders, 
Abu Dajana.

As the news of the latest killings 
spread on Saturday, thousands protest-
ed and clashed with police in several 
parts of the region as residents chanted 
slogans against India and in favor of the 
fighters who have fought against New 
Delhi’s rule since 1989.

Soldiers fired at rock-throwing pro-
testers in Bandipora area and wounded 
at least three civilians.

Tension has grown over the past 
week, with at least 10 fighters and four 
civilians killed in gun battles and in pro-
tests.

Two Indian army soldiers were also 

killed in an ambush by fighters.
Nuclear-armed rivals India and Paki-

stan each administer part of Kashmir, but 
both claim the Himalayan territory in its 
entirety.

Armed groups demand that Kashmir 
be united either under Pakistani rule or 
as an independent country.

Anti-India sentiment runs deep in 
Kashmir ’s mostly Muslim population and 
most people support the fighters’ cause 
against Indian rule.

Nearly 70,000 people have been 
killed in the uprising and the ensuing In-
dian military crackdown.

In recent years, Kashmiris, main-
ly young people, have displayed open 

solidarity with anti-Indian fighters and 
sought to protect them by engaging 
troops in street clashes during military 
operations.

The anti-India protests and clashes 
have persisted despite the Indian army 
chief warning recently that “tough ac-
tion” would be taken against stone 
throwers during counter attacks.

India accuses Pakistan of arming and 
training the fighters, which Pakistan de-
nies.

Armed groups have largely been sup-
pressed by Indian forces in recent years 
and public opposition to Indian rule is 
now principally expressed through street 
protests.                     (Source: agencies)

Iraqi police forces uncover tunnels used by ISIL in Mosul’s Old City

U.S. unveils tougher new UN 
sanctions on North Korea
The United States on Friday presented to the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) a draft resolution toughening sanctions 
on North Korea, aiming to deprive Pyongyang of $1bn in ex-
port revenue, a council diplomat said.

The council is expected to vote on Saturday on the measures 
that include a ban on exports of coal, iron and iron ore, lead and 
lead ore, as well as seafood by the cash-starved state.

The U.S. has been negotiating the tougher measures with 
China, North Korea’s main trading partner and ally, since Pyong-
yang launched its first intercontinental ballistic missile on July 4.

A second launch on July 28 further raised alarm about 
Pyongyang’s drive to develop a missile capable of hitting the 
U.S. mainland.

If implemented by all countries, the ban could deprive 
Pyongyang of roughly a third of its export earnings, estimated 
at $3bn per year, according to a diplomat familiar with the ne-
gotiations.

The draft text would also prevent North Korea from increas-
ing the number of workers it sends abroad, prohibit all new joint 
ventures and ban new investment in the current joint compa-
nies.

The diplomat indicated that China and Russia were prepared 
to support the draft resolution, which would be the seventh set 
of UN sanctions imposed on North Korea since it first carried 
out a nuclear test in 2006.

“We have high confidence that they will be on board with the 
broad outlines of this resolution,” said the diplomat, who briefed 
reporters on the contents of the draft.

The U.S. requested a vote at the Security Council at 11am 
(1500 GMT) Saturday, but the meeting was not immediately 
confirmed.

The proposed resolution would add North Korea’s Foreign 
Trade Bank, which manages foreign exchange, to a United Na-
tions sanctions blacklist that imposes an assets freeze.

It would also tighten trade restrictions on technology to pre-
vent North Korea from acquiring items that could be used for 
its military programs.

North Korean vessels that are caught violating UN resolu-
tions would be banned from entering ports in all countries un-
der the proposed measure.

While the draft text would expand sanctions, it stopped short 
of curbing oil deliveries to North Korea - a move that would 
have dealt a serious blow to the economy.

Russia, which like China is a veto-wielding council member, 
had warned that it would not support sanctions that would 
worsen North Korea’s humanitarian crisis.

A UN resolution needs nine Security Council votes in favor, 
and no vetoes by the U.S., China, Russia, France or Britain, to 
be adopted.

The U.S. and its European allies, as well as Japan and South 
Korea, have argued that tougher sanctions are needed to force 
North Korea to come to the negotiating table to discuss a halt 
to its military programs.

China and Russia have meanwhile insisted that sanctions 
alone will not change Pyongyang’s behavior and that talks 
are needed to address the crisis.

(Source: agencies)

Protests erupt as Indian troops kill Kashmir fighters
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Fara Bourse’s main 
index up 1.2% in a 
week

TEHRAN — IFX, the main index of Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market known 

also as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), rose 1.2 percent in the week 
ended on Friday, Tasnim news agency reported.

As reported, 984 million securities worth 7.061 trillion 
rials (about $186.3 million) were traded in 121,000 deals 
during the mentioned week.

IFX has climbed 6.4 percent to stand at 931 points since 
the beginning of current Iranian calendar year (March 21) 
until Friday.
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TEHRAN —  Iranian Energy Minis-
ter Hamid Chitchian and Indonesian 

Coordinating Maritime Affairs Minister Luhut Binsar 
Panjaitan discussed expansion of economic ties in a 
meeting in Tehran on Saturday, the official website of 
Energy Ministry (known as PAVEN) reported.

“Indonesia’s exports to Iran is two times more 
than Iran’s exports to that country, while the ground 
is set to cover the existing balance of trade deficit,” 
Chitchian said during this meeting.

Referring to the previously signed electricity and 
energy MOUs between the two countries and the 
visits paid by Indonesians to Iran’s Mapna Group 
Company, the Iranian minister voiced his country’s 
readiness for development of technical and eco-
nomic relations with Indonesia.

Panjaitan, for his part, said Indonesia can benefit 
from boosting economic ties with Iran, noting that 
Iran possesses a modern level of technology across 
the globe and the two sides’ economic relations can 
be expanded notably.

Iran, Indonesia explore avenues 
of economic co-op

The work on the strategic Chabahar Port 
in Iran for which India will invest $500 
million is progressing fast and the coun-
try has already formed a global port 
company there, Indian Union Minister 
Nitin Gadkari said.

“We have already formed a global 
port company there (Chabahar Port),” 
he said. 

The minister of road transport and 
highways stated that the work at Chaba-

har was progressing fast. 
Gadkari had visited Tehran in May 

2015 and both the nations had inked a 
pact to develop the Chabahar Port. 

In August, Gadkari had said Iran had 
given “very good offers” to India to de-
velop the integrated Chabahar Port, 
which has a special economic zone 
(SEZ). 

Chabahar port, located in the Sistan-
Baluchestan province on the energy-rich 

Persian Gulf nation’s southern coast, lies 
outside the Persian Gulf and is easily ac-
cessed from India’s western coast, by-
passing Pakistan.

As per the MOU signed between In-
dia and Iran in May last year, India is to 
equip and operate two berths in Chaba-
har Port Phase-I with capital investment 
of $85.21 million and annual revenue 
expenditure of $22.95 million on a ten 
year lease.

Ownership of equipment will be 
transferred to Iranian side on comple-
tion of 10-year period or for an extend-
ed period, based on mutual agreement.

Besides the bilateral pact to develop 
the Chabahar Port, for which India will 
invest $500 million, a trilateral agree-
ment on Transport and Transit Corridor 
has also been signed by India, Afghani-
stan and Iran.

(Source: The Economic Times)

Iranian exports rose by 103,000 bpd to 2.29 million 
bpd in July. Iran has maintained crude exports above 
2 million bpd every month this year except April. 

Crude oil exports by the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries rose to a record high 
in July, driven largely by soaring exports from the 
group’s African members, according to a report by 
Thomson Reuters Oil Research on August 3. 

July’s 26.11 million barrels per day in exports 
marked a rise of 370,000 bpd, most of which came 
from Nigeria, which posted a rise of 260,000 bpd in 
shipments. Shipments from the Middle East fell to 
18.14 million bpd in July from 18.53 million bpd, as 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar all registered declines.

The steepest drop came from Saudi Arabia, 
which loaded an average of 7.10 million bpd, down 

360,000 bpd from June’s 746,000 bpd. “Year to date, 
the country has seen exports average at 7.26 million 
bpd, almost 300,000 bpd down from the 2016 av-
erage, showcasing full commitment to curbing sup-
plies. However, supply remains persistently above 
demand, as other OPEC members have not man-
aged to limit their exports in line with production,” 
the report said.

Nigerian exports rose by 260,000 bpd to 2.19 mil-
lion bpd, their highest since November 2015, while 
Angolan exports rose 200,000 bpd on the month to 
1.89 million bpd.

Libyan exports rose 120,000 bpd month-on-
month to 880,000 bpd, almost double exports in 
April.

Iraqi exports were virtually unchanged on the 

month at 3.22 million bpd. Kirkuk loadings from the 
Turkish port of Ceyhan rose to 442,000 bpd in July 
from 369,000 bpd in June.           (Source: Agencies)

1     Pertamina Gas 1 is currently at 
Indonesia’s Kalibut, Situbondo port after 
arriving from Assaluyeh on July 1, cFlow 
showed.

The 50,500 dwt Pertamina Gas-2 is 
currently off Assaluyeh since arriving on 
July 29 to load a cargo from Iranian Gas 
Commercial Co., or IGCC, according to 
cFlow and shipping sources.

The IGCC cargo was the first to be 
shipped to Indonesia that was not taken 
from NIOC, shipping fixtures show.

 
China PDH plant

Other active lifters of Iranian LPG this 
year are Oriental Energy, which operates 
two propane dehydrogenation plants 
in China, according to shipping sources 
and fixtures.

Oriental Energy’s latest lifting from 
Assaluyeh is a 44,000 mt cargo taken 
from the Persian Gulf Petrochemical 
Industry Commercial Co., or PGPICC, 
aboard the 54,450 dwt Pacific Rizhao. 
The VLGC is currently off Hainan Island 
in the South China Sea, according to 
cFlow.

Oriental Energy, via Caspian Petro-
chemical, also lifted a 44,000 mt cargo 
from PGPICC aboard the Gas Com-
merce in July, shipping fixtures show. The 
49,609 dwt vessel is now off Khor Fakkan 
in the UAE, cFlow shows.

Since taking its first Iranian cargo in 

May last year, Oriental Energy has been 
a regular lifter of LPG from Iran, having 
taken about 308,000 mt in seven car-
goes between January and July, ship-
ping fixtures showed.

Prior to that, under a contract signed 
in October 2013, Oriental Energy had 
agreed to buy from independent trading 
house Mabanaft two cargoes per month 
of US propane, totaling at least 1.045 
million barrels, to be loaded between 
January 2017 and December 2022 from 
the Houston Ship Channel.

However, a lawsuit filed in the US 
last November alleged Oriental Energy 

China and Oriental Energy Singapore 
failed to provide Mabanaft with a letter 
of credit ahead of the first US shipment 
due in January, resulting in a breach of 
contract.

 
Thai trader

Other active buyers of LPG from Iran 
include Thai LPG trader Siam Gas, which 
has a terminal in China’s southern Shan-
tou province. To date this year, Siam Gas 
has taken about 352,000 mt of LPG in 
eight cargoes from Iran.

Siam Gas took three cargoes loaded 
in May, one in June and two in July, the 
fixtures showed. The July liftings were 

abroad the VLGCs Ming Ming and Ming 
De.

Ming Ming departed Assaluyeh on 
July 26 with an evenly split LPG cargo 
from IGCC and is due to arrive at Zhuhai 
on August 11, cFlow shows.

Ming De left Assaluyeh on July 28, 
also with an IGCC cargo comprising 
33,000 mt propane and 11,000 butane, 
and is now off southwest India, cFlow 
shows.

Other July liftings included Caspian 
Petrochemical’s cargo from IGCC aboard 
the Sea Dragon, Petredec’s cargo from 
PGPICC aboard the BW Odin, Glencore’s 
10,000 mt cargo from Kharg Petro-
chemical Co., Global Reality’s cargo from 
PGPICC aboard the Gas Jasmine, Prime 
Energy’s 4,500 mt lot aboard Everrich 6 
and Glencore’s 15,000 mt parcel aboard 
Sea Speed.

Among the trading firms lifting Ira-
nian cargoes this year are Triliance 
Petrochemical Co., Jovo Energy, Arab 
Maritime Petroleum Transport Co. and 
Sinochem, shipping fixtures show.

Trade sources said the availability of 
Iranian cargoes helps to fill any gaps in 
Asia whenever term cargoes from the 
US are canceled due to poor economics 
and a lack of spot cargoes from other 
Middle Eastern producers emerges in 
the region.                  (Source: PLATTS)

Yerevan to host Iranian exclusive 
exhibition in late Sept.

Monthly car output 
up 24% yr/yr

TEHRAN — Car 
manufacturing in Iran 

rose 24 percent in the fourth Iranian cal-
endar month Tir (June 22-July 22), com-
pared to the same month in the past 
year, ISNA reported.

Iranian carmakers manufactured 
127,709 vehicles in the fourth month of 
this year, with rise from 103,020 vehicles 
in the same month of the preceding 
year.

Car output in Iran stood at 420,000 
in the first four months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21-July 
22), a 20 percent growth year on year, 
according to Industry Minister Moham-

madreza Nematzadeh.
The country’s car output had also 

witnessed 12.5 percent growth in the 
first quarter of the current year com-
pared to the same period last year, as 
306,545 cars were manufactured in the 
country during the three-month period.

Iran manufactured 1.3 million cars 
in the past calendar year. The figure is 
hoped to reach 1.6 million by the end 
of the current calendar year (March 20, 
2018), Nematzadeh has said.

The share of Iran’s auto industry in 
the country’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) is projected to rise by 70 percent 
in the current Iranian year.

TEHRAN — 
Armenia is going to 

host an exclusive exhibition of Iranian 
goods and services on September 22-
25, Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO) portal reported.

TPO Head Mojtaba Khosrotaj 
met with Armenia’s Ambassador to 
Iran Artashes Tumanyan on August 1 
during which the two sides discussed 
several issues including Iran’s exclusive 
exhibition in Yerevan.

In the meeting which was also 
attended by representatives of several 
Iranian companies and associations, 
the two parties explored ways 

of increasing bilateral trade and 
developing the economic ties between 
the two countries.

The officials also touched upon 
issues related to exporting Iran’s 
agricultural machinery to Armenia.

Work at Chabahar Port in Iran progressing fast: Indian min.

The shale boom slows down 
while investor enthusiasm 
for Permian fades 
Oil explorers reduced rigs drilling in U.S. oilfields this week, 
fueling optimism that a shale slowdown and OPEC produc-
tion cuts will be enough to deflate a glut and strengthen 
crude prices.

Working rigs targeting crude fell by 1, bringing the total 
to 765, according to Baker Hughes data reported Friday. Pro-
ducers ended 23 straight weeks of additions with a pullback 
at the end of June, breaking the longest stretch of continuous 
growth in three decades. Even so, more than twice as many 
rigs are drilling for oil now than in May 2016, when the count 
hit a low point of 316.

“It echoes what we’ve been expecting and what explorers 
and producers have been saying,” Andrew Cosgrove, senior 
analyst for energy and mining equity at Bloomberg Intelli-
gence, said by telephone. “They’re dialing back some of their 
expectations for output in the second half of the year.”

The Eagle Ford basin in Texas bucked the trend by adding 
three rigs for a total of 70 working there. The Permian basin 
was unchanged, putting an end to three weeks of expansion.

While OPEC members including Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
have pledged to deepen supply cuts to shore up oil prices, 
their efforts are being hampered by a surge in production 
from fellow oil exporters Libya and Nigeria. Rising production 
in Libya helped drive an increase in output from the Organi-
zation of Petroleum Exporting Countries, which reached the 
highest level this year.

Steady growth in U.S. output is adding to that pain, with 
U.S. crude production expanding by 20,000 barrels a day this 
week according to data from the Energy Information Admin-
istration.

“The market still needs about another year and a half for 
demand to catch up,” Cosgrove said.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Central banks of Russia 
and Iran agree to 
cooperate
The Bank of Russia and the Central Bank of Iran have signed 
a memorandum of understanding. The document was signed 
during the meeting of working group on financial and bank-
ing cooperation of the permanent Russian-Iranian commis-
sion for trade and economic cooperation.

The meeting, which was chaired by Deputy Chairman 
of the Russian Central Bank Dmitry Skobelkin and Deputy 
Chairman of the Iranian Central Bank Golamali Kamyab, was 
also attended by representatives of Central Banks of the two 
countries, major Russian and Iranian credit organizations, 
Russian Ministry of Economic Development and Russian For-
eign Ministry.                             (Source: vestnikkavkaza.net)

Iran’s July oil exports rise by 103,000 bpd on month

Iran’s July LPG shipments surge to year-to-date high

Iran’s oil exports to China 
to rise to 11-month high in 
August: loadings 
Iran’s oil exports to China may rise to the highest in 11 
months in August as demand for heavier Iranian crude 
increased after the country cut its prices, two sources with 
knowledge of the matter said.

Crude and condensate exports from Iran to China are 
set to hit 733,000 barrels per day (bpd) in August, the 
highest since September, driven by an 11 percent rise in 
crude volumes month-on-month, one of the sources with 
knowledge of the tanker loadings said.

Iran may continue to win Chinese market share in the 
second half of 2017 as production cuts by the Organi-
zation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and 
falling Latin American output have tightened heavy crude 
supplies.

Chinese buyers are also importing more Middle East 
crude as the Dubai price benchmark has weakened against 
Brent, a second source said.

To attract buyers, Iran cut the official selling prices of 
heavier grades Iranian Heavy and Forozan Blend in the 
third quarter by 2 cents a barrel from the previous three 
months, Reuters calculations showed.

However, overall Iranian crude exports in August for 
Asia are set to fall to 1.3 million barrels per day (bpd), 
down 0.3 percent from July, the first source said.

Iran›s global combined crude oil and condensate ex-
ports may total 2.37 million bpd this month, down 4 per-
cent from a year earlier, the source said, which would mark 
the first year-on-year decline in four months.

Crude and condensate exports to Asia are rising 5 per-
cent from July to almost 1.65 million bpd while those to 
Europe will fall 15 percent from the previous month to 
613,000 bpd. Exports to the Middle East are staying little 
changed at 111,000 bpd.

(Source: Reuters)
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Leaked Trump transcripts 
show his incoherent, 
ill-informed narcissism 

One of the most significant aspects of the published tran-
scripts of Donald Trump’s conversations with his Mexican and 
Australian counterparts is the fact they were leaked.

Private discussions between world leaders are kept secret 
so they can speak their minds and establish trust. The leaks 
will make it harder for the U.S. to carry out high-level diplo-
macy and resolve serious crises, not just under Trump but 
potentially far beyond his presidency.

The publication of transcripts by the Washington Post is 
the latest of many signs that established norms are breaking 
down inside the administration, with far-reaching and unpre-
dictable implications. 

Such documents should have been very closely held, ac-
cessible to only a few senior officials. Their publication reflects 
the intensity of the war inside the White House between ri-
val factions – and a reminder that, for all his well-advertised 
toughness, the new chief of staff, John Kelly, is going to find 
it very hard to impose discipline on an institution that is dys-
functional from the top down.

It is quite possible that the leaker was motivated by anxi-
ety about the national security implications of Trump’s erratic 
leadership – that the leak is a cry for help from inside the 
administration. 

The transcripts of his conversations with Enrique Peña Ni-
eto and Malcolm Turnbull show the president to be no more 
coherent in private than he is public: ill-informed – even 
about a major attack on U.S. soil – and narcissistic to the 
point of absurdity.

“I am the world’s greatest person,” he tells Turnbull, and 
boasts to his fellow world leaders about the size of the 
crowds who turn out to hear him speak. Maintaining his im-
age as a strong leader in the eyes of his supporters emerges, 
again and again in the course of the conversations, as an 
overarching priority – over and above the maintenance of 
strong relations with allied countries.

The transcripts serve as a reminder that being “nice” to 
Trump counts for more than long-term strategic alliances. At 
one point in his castigation of Turnbull, he compared him 
unfavorably with Vladimir Putin, with whom Trump had re-
cently spoken.

“Putin was a pleasant call. This is ridiculous,” Trump 
said shortly before ending the call abruptly. In private as 
in public, Trump’s praise for the Russian president is an 
unshakeable constant.

Perhaps the least surprising upshot of the release of the 
transcripts is the confirmation that the president and his 
administration deliberately misled the public about them. 
When the Washington Post published an account of the 
Turnbull conversation in early February, Trump tweeted 
that it had been a “very civil conversation that fake news 
media lied about”.

 The emergence of the facts
As has happened repeatedly over the course of the ad-

ministration, the emergence of the facts has upheld the news 
reports, and shown the denials to be fake. Trump repeatedly 
tries to coach Peña Nieto on how to mislead the press, urg-
ing him to stop repeating Mexico’s refusal to pay for Trump’s 
proposed border wall. 

The wall and its supposed Mexican funding was a main-
stay of Trump campaign speeches. In private, Trump tells the 
Mexican leader to stop reminding voters of a promise the 
new president cannot fulfil. He argues the wall and its financ-
ing is “the least important thing that we are talking about” 
and says he is in a “political bind” because he had “been 
talking about it for a two-year period”. 

Similar themes recur in the Turnbull conversation. Here, 
the divisive issue is an agreement that the Obama adminis-
tration struck with Australia to consider accepting 1,250 refu-
gees, mostly from Muslim countries, being detained by Aus-
tralia on Pacific islands after trying to enter the country by 
boat. In return, Australia would host Latin American migrants. 

Trump is furious that abiding by the agreement could 
harm his image among his voters, just after he had signed his 
first abortive executive order cutting the acceptance of refu-
gees from Syria and suspending travel from a list of seven 
mainly Muslim countries.

“This is going to kill me. I am the world’s greatest per-
son that does not want to let people into the country,” 
Trump says. “It makes me look so bad, and I have only 
been here a week.”

The fact that the refugees in question are from Muslim 
countries is the key for Trump. “I hate taking these people. I 
guarantee you they are bad,” he said. 

Turnbull pleads with him to stick to the agreement for 
the sake of the bilateral relationship and in the end, Trump 
agrees he does not have much choice, but does so with little 
grace, aiming a personal slight at the Australian, saying he 
had “brokered many a stupid deal in business”.

For all Turnbull’s attempts to smooth over their differenc-
es, Trump is clearly in a foul temper by the end of the discus-
sion, and broader bilateral issues are shelved. When Turnbull 
asks to discuss Syria and North Korea – two global crises in 
which their two countries are strategic partners – Trump is 
not interested and ends the call. 

(Source: The Guardian)

By Curt Mills 

By Julian Borger
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In comprehensively punishing Moscow, Washington risks further cleaving 
itself from senior European leadership

Martin Schulz, the rival who wants to 
unseat Angela Merkel as chancellor 
in September, made headlines before 
the election with his criticism of Don-
ald Trump. In an interview with DER 
SPIEGEL he now describes the U.S. 
president as a “risk to the whole world” 
and expresses shock over his “merciless 
nepotism.”

The following passages have been 
published online on Thursday. The for-
mer president of the European Parlia-
ment is running against Angela Merkel 
as the center-left Social Democratic 
Party’s chancellor candidate.

 Before the U.S. election, you 
told us that as president of the Unit-
ed States, Donald Trump would be 
“not only a problem for the EU, but 
also for the entire world.” You were 
right.

A: It has actually been far worse.
 What do you mean by that?

A: It was clear to me that the White 
House’s solemn atmosphere would not 
civilize Trump. But the merciless nepo-
tism with which he conducts politics, in 
which he places himself and his family 
above the law, I wouldn’t have consid-

ered that possible. And on top of that 
there is this reduction of complex po-
litical decisions to 140 characters. When 
it comes to a U.S. president, I consider 
the reduction of politics to a tweet to be 
truly dangerous. Trump is a risk to his 
country and the entire world.

 How would you deal with 
Trump if you became chancellor?

A: Fifteen years ago to the day, 
Gerhard Schröder showed how it is 
done by giving an unequivocal ‘no’ to 
a U.S. president on his war of aggres-
sion against Iraq that violated interna-
tional law. At the end of the day, men 
like Donald Trump need to be given 
that which they themselves dispense: 
clear messages. I would confront him 
as clearly and explicitly as possible. It is 
not only the right, but also the duty, of 
the leader of a German government to 
do that.

 That sounds a bit like a staged 
fight.

A: Trump believes politics is a staged 
fight. But it is not. Still, clear words are 
sometimes needed in politics. In that sense, 
I believe I am better than Mrs. Merkel.

(Source: Spiegel)

Mujtaba al-Sweikat was a bright 
17-year-old student on his way to visit 
Western Michigan University when he 
was arrested at King Fahd Airport in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 2012. Since 
then, Sweikat has been in Saudi cus-
tody, subjected to torture, including 
beatings so severe his shoulder was 
broken, in order to extract confes-
sions that sealed his fate: condemned 
to death, likely by beheading. Saudi 
Arabia’s Supreme Court has upheld 
Sweikat’s June 2016 death sentence, 
as well as those of 13 other Saudi 
citizens tried with him — including 
a disabled man and two who were 
juveniles when sentenced — after 
a mass trial that made a mockery of 
international standards of due pro-
cess. Now, the only person who can 
prevent these barbarous executions 
is King Salman, who must ratify the 
death sentences.

As was the case with many mem-
bers of Saudi Arabia’s Shiite minority 
condemned to death in recent years, 
Sweikat’s crime was attending political 
protests in the heady months follow-
ing the 2011 Arab Spring. The human 

rights group Reprieve, 116 Western 
Michigan University faculty and staff 
members and the American Federa-
tion of Teachers are calling on Presi-
dent Trump to intervene with King 
Salman on behalf of Sweikat and the 
other condemned men.

Hope is slim, though. During his 
trip to Saudi Arabia in May, Trump ba-
sically told the Saudi regime that the 
United States would look the other 
way on human rights abuses, saying, 
“We are not here to lecture.” Since 
then, Trump has sided with Saudi Ara-
bia and other Persian Gulf Arab states 
in their dispute with Qatar, chiefly be-
cause of Qatar’s relatively good rela-
tionship with Shiite Iran. Meanwhile, 
Saudi Arabia has executed more and 
more members of its Shiite minority 
to demonize the group and to deliver 
a harsh message on dissent to Saudi 
citizens.

Trump could take advantage of his 
new friendship with the Saudis and 
make an immediate appeal to King 
Salman to halt these horrific execu-
tions.

(Source: The NYT)

An ally is set to execute 
critics

Germany’s Martin Schulz says Trump 
‘far worse’ than expected 

Trump told Malcolm Turnbull: ‘I am the world’s greatest person that 
does not want to let people into the country,’ according to a newly 
leaked phone transcript.

The United States finalized new sanctions 
against Moscow this week, roping it in 
with perennial bad actors Iran and North 
Korea. Despite complaints from Donald 
Trump and Rex Tillerson — the pair of 
ex-CEOs that now lead U.S. foreign poli-
cy — the administration assented to the 
“flawed” package on Wednesday. While 
Trump is sometimes accused of aban-
doning the trans-Atlantic alliance and 
scuttling the post-war order, the president 
now risks further damage to relations 
with many in Europe by targeting Russia 
with fresh sanctions.

Hawks in Washington are clearly tak-
ing notice of the European position. 
“Europe’s opposition to the sanctions 
is troubling. You can’t on one hand ask 
for a bigger U.S. military commitment to 
the continent while on the other hand 
oppose nonmilitary coercive measures,” 
Boris Zilberman, a Russia analyst at the 
Foundation for the Defense of Democra-
cies, told me. A central plank in Europe’s 
concern is energy — the continent is 
quite reliant on Russian energy (some-
thing Ronald Reagan famously warned 
the Europeans against during the Cold 
War). “It is déjà vu all over again. Back in 
the 1980s the Reagan administration tar-
geted Soviet energy exports, specifically 
pipeline projects. Europeans saw it as a 
double whammy for them, undercutting 
their energy security and — given poten-
tial secondary sanctions on many firms 
involved — penalizing their companies,” 
says Clay Clemens, an expert on German 
politics at the College of William & Mary.

In particular, a project called Nord 
Stream 2 between Europe’s central play-
er, Germany, and Russia’s controversial 
energy company Gazprom could be af-
fected by the sanctions. In addition to 
Gazprom, the deal has investments from 
European companies; its signatories aim 
to carry natural gas under the Baltic Sea. 
“Some Germans quietly hope that [Nord 
Stream 2] could transform their country 
into a European energy hub,” The Econo-
mist noted in June. The Ukrainian crisis is 
also at play here: the project would allow 
Russia “to bypass existing pipelines in 
Ukraine, depriving the Ukrainians of lu-
crative transit fees,” the outlet noted.

But the United States and the EU are 
not united, and Europe is feuding inter-
nally over how to handle this, as well. In 
contrast to Germany, the Brits haven’t 

stood in Washington’s way. “We agree 
that it is important to send a message to 
Moscow that Russian actions in Ukraine 
and Syria, interference in the domestic 
affairs of other countries, and undermin-
ing of the rule of law, will be met with a 
strong response,” a United Kingdom of-
ficial told me, indicating London didn’t 
find the legislation abrasive and praising 
the sanctions for emphasizing “the im-
portance of transatlantic unity.” The Bal-
tic States and Poland, Russia-weary and 
opposed to Nord Stream 2, have gone 
along with the sanctions, and would po-
tentially block more radical retaliation by 
the EU. European Council president Don-
ald Tusk, the former Polish prime minister, 
has also criticized Nord Stream 2. Vice 
President Pence was in Estonia earlier this 
week, and Poland hosted Trump ahead 
of the G20 summit last month, where he 
seemingly received a hero’s welcome in 
a country that has moved dramatically 

rightward in recent years.
 Great concern

But elsewhere in Europe, including in 
the EU leadership, there is great concern. 
In startling language Wednesday, Euro-
pean Commission president Jean-Claude 
Juncker, of Luxembourg, appeared to 
treat the U.S.-Europe alliance as a po-
tentially open question. “The U.S. Con-
gress has now also committed to only 
apply sanctions after the country’s allies 
are consulted. And I do believe we are 
still allies,” he said in a statement, with his 
office noting that “if the U.S. sanctions 
specifically disadvantage EU companies 
trading with Russia in the energy sector 
the EU is prepared to take appropriate 
steps in response within days.” “We are 
prepared,” Juncker told a Brussels radio 
station Wednesday. “We must defend our 
economic interests vis-à-vis the United 
States. And we will do that.”

The German establishment is apoplec-

tic, directly accusing the United States 
of trying to enrich itself economically — 
the sanctions are paired with provisions 
encouraging Europe to buy U.S. natural 
gas. In the era of President “take the oil” 
Trump and an Exxon Secretary of State, 
some are suspicious of American mo-
tives like never before. “One is left with 
the sense that the United States is look-
ing to its own economic interests,” Volker 
Trier, the head of the German Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce, said last week. 
In the 1980s, “there was also a sense that 
the U.S. sanctions were designed to re-
duce competition for American energy 
exports,” Clemens noted to me.

Wary of bucking Germany, France has 
also expressed reservations about the 
sanctions. “Any conflict in the Paris-Berlin 
axis is potentially suicidal for Europe at 
this point,” Vincent Michelot of Sciences 
Po Lyon tells me. The French foreign min-
istry said last month the language passed 
out of the House looked illegal. This Paris-
ian dismissal comes at a time when Trump 
seems to be cultivating a relationship with 
the new French president, Emmanuel 
Macron, who Michelot says is trying to set 
himself up as an “indispensable media-
tor” in European and international affairs.

If Ukraine is one nonobvious tripwire in 
this dispute, Syria is another. Macron has 
tacitly backed a future for Syrian presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, in a major change in 
French policy. “It is a radical departure from 
Hollande’s strong stance that there could 
not be any political resolution of the Syrian 
conflict with Assad around the negotiation 
table,” Cecile Alduy of the France-Stanford 
Center told me. “More importantly, Macron 
is contradicting himself on this . . . In early 
April, he was in favor of a military interven-
tion against Assad.” Prolonged, public dis-
putes between Berlin, Paris and Washing-
ton could imperil efforts at even unrelated 
negotiations, however.

In the end, Europe, especially with 
Germany in the lead, might take a pass 
on a full-scale feud. Europe “cannot al-
low the relationship with Russia to sink to 
the level of the U.S.-Russia confrontation,” 
Michelot says. “The preference [in most 
of Europe] is still for some kind of con-
structive engagement policy, despite EU 
sanctions after Ukraine,” Clemens says, 
but cautions: “Of course, overall, it is a 
tough balance for Merkel in particular to 
strike, since she has been the leader most 
skeptical of Putin.”

(Source: The National Interest)

Will Europe rebel against 
U.S. sanctions?

While Trump is sometimes accused of 
abandoning the trans-Atlantic alliance 
and scuttling the post-war order, the 
president now risks further damage 
to relations with many in Europe by 

targeting Russia with fresh sanctions.

 Chancellor candidate Martin Schulz
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Venezuela has voted on 30 July for a 
National Constituent Assembly (ANC – 
Asamblea Nacional Constituyente) with a 
resounding close to 8.1 million votes, or 
over 41% of the total eligible electorate. 
The figure was confirmed by the president 
of the National Electoral Council, Tibisay 
Lucena. The Chavistas battle cry before the 
elections was Venceremos! – Ché Guevaras 
favored revolutionary slogan. And the day 
after, 31 July, the victorious Ganamos! Ac-
companied by dancing in the streets.

To counter the mainstream presstitute 
mass media slandering of Venezuela, call-
ing the legitimate democratically elected 
President a dictator, and that the vote was 
illegitimate and against the present Vene-
zuelan Constitution – lets explain upfront 
what the Constitution says:

Article 347 of Venezuela’s constitution:
“The original constituent power rests 

with the people of Venezuela. This pow-
er may be exercised by calling a National 
Constituent Assembly for the purpose of 
transforming the State, creating a new ju-
ridical order and drawing up a new Con-
stitution.”

 Article 348 states:
“(t)he initiative for calling a National 

Constituent Assembly may emanate from 
the President of the Republic sitting with 
the Cabinet of Ministers; from the National 
Assembly by a two-thirds vote of its mem-
bers; from the Municipal Councils in open 
session, by a two-thirds vote of their mem-
bers; and from 15% of the voters registered 
with the Civil and Electoral Registry.”

 Article 349 states: 
“(t)he President of the Republic shall not 

have the power to object to the new Con-
stitution. The existing constituted authori-
ties shall not be permitted to obstruct the 
Constituent Assembly in any way.”

The process to vote for the ANC is 
complex but highly democratic. The 30 July 
election chose 545 members to the Na-
tional Constituent Assembly, of which two 
thirds (364) were elected on a regional or 
territorial basis, and one third (181) by sec-
tors of professions or activities, i.e. students, 
farmers, unions of different labor forces, 
employees, business owners – and so on. 
This cross-section of people’s representa-
tion is the most solid basis for democracy. 

The 8.1million pro-ANC vote may, at 
first sight, with 41% of total eligible voters 
not constitute an absolute majority, but 
they are a legitimate majority analyzed 
from different perspectives. The only his-
toric data we currently have on Venezuela 
is the one from the 1999 Constitution (still 
valid today), which President Hugo Chavez 
Frias, elected in 1998, initiated after asking 
the people whether they agreed to the 
drafting of a new Constitution. He received 
an overwhelming 80% support.

Assuming that on average about 20% 
to 25% of the electorate do not vote 
(based on the past 19 elections since the 
Bolivarian Revolutionary Government took 
over in 1998), of the 20 million eligible elec-
torate, about 15 million could be expected 
to vote. With 8.1million ANC supporters, 
the National Constituent Assembly result-
ing from the 30 July elections is a clear ma-
jority, about 54%.

The election result is another resound-
ing victory, when compared to the opposi-
tion’s plebiscite, illegally held a week earlier. 
The opposition claims having received 7.2 
million votes against the ANC. However, by 
all observers, including internationals, this 
is a highly questionable and probably vast-
ly inflated figure, based on their election 
boots which were a fraction of those of the 

ANC election process countrywide. Plus, 
the announced result cannot be checked, 
as the voter’s bulletins were burned by the 
opposition, as soon as they informed the 
public of the plebiscite’s result. However, 
even assuming this figure was correct – 
which it most likely isn’t – the total alleged 
votes cast between the official ANC pro-
cess and the illegitimate referendum would 
amount to 15.3 million, of which 8.1 million 
represents about 53%, or an absolute ma-
jority of the votes cast.

For analysis sake, let’s just look at the cu-
rious composition of votes the oppositions 
claims having received. In their referendum 
people had to respond with yes, or no to 
three questions, with each one being a 
leading question against the ANC. Each 
one of the three answers counted for one 
vote, thus, there were up to three votes 
per person. The same people also were al-
lowed to vote in several districts. During the 
press conference held by the opposition, 
a journalist asked whether it was correct 
that one voter could cast his / her vote 17 
times. The answer of one of the directors 
was yes, but it may be discovered at the 
final count. There were also stories of 10-
year old kids and other minors voting. Also, 
there are 101,000 eligible voters abroad – 
but according to the opposition, the votes 
received from Venezuelans living outside 
Venezuela were almost 700,000.

The illegitimate – yes, illegitimate – op-
position vote is pure farce. Though it can 
never be checked, since the votes were 
burned and given the above details, the 
promulgated results of 7.2 million votes 
against the ANC would have to be dis-
counted by at least 30% to 50%. Yes, ille-
gitimate, as the Constitution does not allow 
interference from anybody, once the ANC 
process has been launched.

Curiously though, the opposition, hav-
ing the majority in the National Assembly 
could have initiated themselves an Na-
tional Constituent Assembly. They didn’t. 
They could have actively participated in 
President Maduro’s ANC vote and pre-

sented their own candidates as they would 
have, had they respected the principles of 
democracy. They didn’t do that either. It is 
clear, they are not interested in a democrat-
ic process. They are not interested even in 
dialogue, one of Mr. Maduro’s priorities for 
conflict resolution. They want a violent ‘re-
gime change’ – that’s what their Washing-
ton masters want and pays them for.

The most vociferous critics of the pro-
cess came from the usual villains, CNN, 
BBC, Washington Post, NYT, even The 
Guardian, but so far relatively few from the 
EU and her members. One of the countries 
that sticks out most with her unsolicited 
comment is “neutral” Switzerland, where 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs called on 
President Maduro, to cancel the elections 
for the new National Constitutional Assem-
bly in ‘respect of democracy’. It further de-
clared through the Swiss state-run radio-TV 
station, SRG, that the elections were illegal, 
as they are against the Constitution – which 
is a blatant lie, the Swiss Executive is aware 
of, but it pleases for sure Washington.

The Trump Administration also said it 
would not recognize the vote and slammed 
more heavy sanctions on Venezuela, 
among them, blocking President Maduro’s 
alleged ‘assets held in the US’. This in itself is 

a massive and ridiculous propaganda false-
hood. It must be clear to any dimwit, that 
President Maduro does not have assets in 
the US. Washington forced ‘sanctions’ will 
probably also follow from its European vas-
sals.

The right-wing puppet leaders (sic) in 
Latin America have of course also imme-
diately played to the tune of their northern 
masters. The first one to do so was Peru’s 
President Pablo Kuczynski, saying that his 
government would not recognize the re-
sult of the elections. But who cares what 
Peru thinks about sovereign democratic 
Venezuela? – His arrogance went as far 
as calling upon the Peruvian Prime Minis-
ter to form a committee that should look 
into possible actions Peru could and should 
take against Venezuela. If one knows the 
level of corruption that literally runs Peru 
– one of the worst, if not the worst of all 
Latin America – and the way Kuczynski was 
‘elected’, or rather shoed in by his Washing-

ton Masters, one can just chuckle in disbe-
lief. If there was any un-bought, uncorrupt-
ed functioning legal system in Peru – the 
last five consecutive Presidents would now 
be in jail for corruption and crimes against 
humanity, including the present one.

Of course, Colombia and Mexico, 
among the staunchest vassals of the north-
ern empire were also accusing Venezuela’s 
ANC initiative as being illegitimate, an-
ti-democratic, for the sole purpose of al-
lowing President Maduro to become a dic-
tator and to bend the new Constitution so 
that he may stay President for life. None of 
this is of course intended or in the cards, or 
indeed allowed under the Constitution and 
the National Assembly still in place. In fact, 
according to the Constitution, neither the 
President or the National Assembly which 
is not being resolved or replaced by the 
new National Constituent Assembly, have a 
right to interfere in ANC’s process of draft-
ing a new Constitution.

On a recent visit to Mexico, the ultra-
right-wing (Tea Party) CIA chief, Mr. Pom-
peo, pledged for both Mexico and Co-
lombia to help assure that the situation in 
Venezuela is being corrected. Let’s not for-
get, Colombia’s President Santos (the latest 
Peace Nobel Laureate!) has already several 
months ago asked Brussels to send NATO 
troop to Colombia. They may already be 
there. With a 2,200 km porous border be-
tween Colombia and Venezuela, infiltration 
of Colombian and NATO troops into Vene-
zuela would not be complicated.

Among the few but strong supporters 
of the ANC and which called for the world 
to respect this legitimate and democratic 
process, were Nicaragua, Bolivia, Ecua-
dor, Cuba, Iran, China and Russia. Others 
may follow. So far Brussels has only been 
mumbling. What remains to be seen is how 
these countries, notably Russia and China, 
would react, when it comes down to the 
wire with a possible CIA / US / NATO insti-
gated coup à la Maidan, in Kiev, Ukraine, 
in 2014.

Why did President Maduro call now for 
a National Constituent Assembly to modify 
or redraft the current Constitution? – The 
answer is simple. Dictators around the 
world, like France under Macron, the UK 
under Mme. May, and probably soon Ger-
many under Mme. Merkel, would call for 
Martial Law to clamp down ‘legitimately’ 
on the peoples’ rights and carry through 
their atrocious militarization and austerity 

programs, as well as to ’selectively curtail 
foreign influence’.

President Maduro, instead, follows 
democratic principles to the core. The 
purpose of a new or reality adjusted Con-
stitution has precisely to do with foreign 
interference to the detriment of Venezue-
la’s economy. They include outside orches-
trated food and medical supply shortages; 
from Miami manipulated black-market vs. 
official exchange rates, ruining local pur-
chasing power, thereby causing inflation 
and a sagging economy; foreign news 
networks deadly propaganda; and infiltra-
tion of foreign trained, armed and funded 
violent terror groups to help organizing the 
relatively small Venezuelan elitist opposi-
tion to cause havoc and civil unrest – as we 
have seen over  the last several months in 
the runup to these ANC elections. The US 
State Department funded NED – Nation-
al Endowment for Democracy – is a key 
sponsor of violent opposition in Venezuela, 
as well as elsewhere in the world. The new 
or adjusted Constitution is expected to al-
low the government to sovereignly control 
its borders and its economy with whatever 
means it has to take to keep the criminals 
out and regain full sovereignty.

These vicious foreign supported groups 
have cost the life of some 110 people dur-
ing the last few months leading up to the 
ANC vote, through the most horrendous 
acts of terror, including lynching, burning 
alive, shooting, looting of shops, attacking 
and destroying schools, public infrastruc-
ture, police headquarters and more. There 
is no end to the list of heinous crimes com-
mitted by the so-called opposition – which 
is nothing else as a tool for the Washington 
tyrant-in-chief, who will not let go until he 
has achieved ‘regime change’.

The presstitute doesn’t present this real 
picture of things. They portray the violence 
and dead toll as the government’s respon-
sibility. In fact, thanks to the diligence of 
national police and the 200,000 military 
forces deployed throughout the country 
in the last couple of weeks to protect the 
population, the voters, in the leadup to 
the elections, violence and dead tolls were 
kept in check. Violent outbreak would have 
most likely been even more atrocious with-
out the military deployment.

A new puppet government would re-
turn Venezuela to the pre-Chavez years – 
or most likely much worse – giving away 
Venezuelans world’s largest hydrocarbon 
deposit is to US petrol giants and tortur-
ing Chavistas and anybody who had in the 
past opposed and still opposes the violent 
undemocratic, oppressive servile-to-Wash-
ington elite.

What’s next for Venezuela? – Well, it’s 
not over. The National Constituent Assem-
bly is just the first step. The rabid bulldog 
will not let go. He keeps attacking and 
biting relentlessly and without merci sov-
ereign democratic and un-obedient Vene-
zuela. The steady internal foreign instigated 
economic and social decay, the build-up to 
what prompted President Maduro to initi-
ate the ANC vote, was very reminiscent of 
the fascist 9/11/1973 CIA instigated military 
coup in Chile.

The Chile coup was also preceded by 
artificially and outside instrumented short-
ages of food and medical supplies – pay-
ing people to protest in the streets. The 
only difference there is that the Chilean 
army was split and high ranks defected 
President Allende. This doesn’t seem to be 
the case in Venezuela. – The overwhelm-
ing people’s support for the ANC has 
further cemented the solidarity within the 
Bolivarian Republic – and given the revo-
lution new energy. Venezuela will prevail. 
Venceremos!

(Source: Global Research)

The election result is another resounding 
victory, when compared to the opposition’s 

plebiscite, illegally held a week earlier.

The Trump Administration also said it would 
not recognize the vote and slammed more 

heavy sanctions on Venezuela, among them, 
blocking President Maduro’s alleged ‘assets 

held in the US’. 
The goal is 
to frighten 

people from 
engaging in 

the completely 
legal act of 

living out their 
values.

On a recent visit to Mexico, the ultra-right-
wing (Tea Party) CIA chief, Mr. Pompeo, 

pledged for both Mexico and Colombia to 
help assure that the situation in Venezuela is 

being corrected. 

By  Peter Koenig

Venezuela – National Constituent Assembly 
is in place – fight for sovereignty not over

By  Aniqa Raihan

Make it a felony to 
boycott Israel

In 1966, the NAACP of Claiborne County, Mississippi launched 
a boycott of several white-owned local businesses on the ba-
sis of racial discrimination.

It was so impactful that the local hardware store filed a 
lawsuit against the individuals and organizations who coordi-
nated the boycott. After 10 long years of litigation, the Mis-
sissippi Supreme Court ruled in favor of the white businesses 
and ordered the NAACP to pay for all their lost earnings.

Years later, in 1982, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 8-0 to 
overturn the lower court’s decision on the basis that nonvio-
lent boycotts are a form of free speech protected by the First 
Amendment. In announcing the unanimous decision, Justice 
John Paul Stevens said, “One of the foundations of our socie-
ty is the right of individuals to combine with other persons in 
pursuit of a common goal by lawful means.”

That should have been the end of it. But now, Americans’ 
right to boycott is under attack once again — thanks to a 
vicious anti-boycott bill making its way through the Senate.

In particular, it appears to target the Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement. BDS is an international 
movement calling on individuals, institutions, and govern-
ments to boycott Israeli products until it ends its occupation 
of Palestinian lands. The boycott is explicitly nonviolent and 
is supported by activists, celebrities, faith-based groups, and 
political and social justice organizations around the world.

The proposed Israel Anti-Boycott Act would make it a fel-
ony for Americans to support BDS, with a penalty of up to $1 
million and 20 years in prison.

Unfortunately, the bill enjoys bipartisan support: 32 Re-
publicans and 15 Democrats are currently signed on as 
cosponsors, including party leaders like Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY), Claire McCaskill (D-MO), and Ted Cruz (R-TX). In 
response, the ACLU issued a letter urging members of the 
Senate to oppose the bill based on its “direct violation of the 
First Amendment.” (Following the publication of the ACLU’s 
letter, several members of Congress agreed to review their 
sponsorship, and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) became the first 
Senator to officially withdraw sponsorship.)

The Israel Anti-Boycott Act would function by amending 
an earlier law from 1979, which prohibits American citizens 
and corporations from complying with boycotts called for by 
foreign nations against U.S. allies. The new law would include 
boycotts “fostered and imposed by international governmen-
tal organizations” like the United Nations. In this, it’s a direct 
response to the 2016 UN Human Rights Council resolution 
discouraging businesses from operating in Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

In one way, it’s genius. By claiming a connection between 
BDS and the UN — a connection the UN has never em-
braced, in that resolution or any other — the bill attempts to 
work around NAACP v. Claiborne Hardware Co.

But the BDS movement is 
not a product of the UN — it 
has nothing to do with it at all, 
except to the degree that it’s 
based on international law. The 
BDS call to action was issued in 
2005 by a coalition of 170 Pal-
estinian political parties, pro-
fessional associations, refugee 
networks, and civil society or-
ganizations. BDS is a tactic, not 
an organization, and the boy-

cott has always been grassroots and decentralized, meaning 
anyone anywhere can partake in BDS by making the simple 
decision to do so.

Whether the congressional supporters of the Israel An-
ti-Boycott Act misunderstand or are intentionally misrepre-
senting BDS is uncertain, but the Supreme Court decision of 
1982 is clear as crystal: Americans’ right to peaceful boycott 
with the aim to “bring about political, social, and economic 
change” is protected by the First Amendment. That means this 
bill is more than egregiously immoral — it’s unconstitutional.

The bill’s language also lumps Israel’s settlements in with the 
country’s internationally recognized borders.

Significantly, it declares the UN Human Rights Council’s 
2016 position on Israeli settlements an “action to boycott, di-
vest from, or sanction Israel.” Yet that resolution took no po-
sition on the boycotting of goods produced in Israel proper 
— it only took aim at Israeli settlements in Palestinian territory, 
which are illegal under international law.

U.S. policy since 1979 has recognized that the Israeli set-
tlements are “inconsistent with international law.” By contrast, 
the new bill effectively erases any distinction between Israel 
and its settlements in the West Bank. If it’s passed, anyone 
who chooses not to do business with or buy items manu-
factured in illegal Israeli settlements can be convicted, fined, 
and even jailed.

Efforts to curb this kind of activism are often touted as ef-
forts to combat anti-Semitism. Yet polls show that only 17 per-
cent of American Jews support the continued construction of 
settlements. The bill is so controversial, in fact, that the liberal 
pro-Israel organization J Street, which has long opposed BDS, 
recently announced its opposition to the proposed law on 
the basis that it “divides [opponents of the global BDS move-
ment] by making the issue about the settlements.”

It’s difficult to know exactly how broadly the law, if passed, 
will be enforced. Its intentionally vague language leaves a lot 
to the imagination, and perhaps that’s exactly what’s intend-
ed. The real goal may be to frighten people from engaging 
in the completely legal act of living out their values in their 
economic choices.

But we can’t let fear prevent us from exercising our 
rights and fulfilling our moral obligations. The silver lining 
is that every effort to quell the BDS movement has served 
to strengthen it. Each attempt at criminalizing the boycott, 
whether on the state or federal level, has been met with a 
spike in Google searches for BDS and related terms.

 And with the uproar caused by this new bill, the right-wing 
pro-Israel lobby just may prove to be the BDS movement’s 
best ally.

(Source: The Nation) 
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On August 8, two political heavyweights will compete for 
power in a tightly fought presidential election in Kenya. 
President Uhuru Kenyatta, who came to power in 2013, is 
seeking a second and final term in office. Raila Odinga, who 
lost to Kenyatta in the last election, is his main challenger.

The results of the election, the sixth since the end of the 

one-party state in 1991, are significant not just for Kenya, 
but also for the wider region. Kenya is a political and eco-
nomic powerhouse, and a relative bastion of peace in East 
Africa. Regional leaders will be anxious about the outcome 
of the election and - in the case of an Odinga administra-
tion - about the priorities of the new government.

Over the years, Kenyatta and Odinga have differed 
widely on important policy issues that affect security and 

cooperation in the region.
Odinga has taken issue with Kenya’s involvement in the 

African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), a major re-
gional peacekeeping operation in which Kenya plays a cen-
tral role. He has often called for the withdrawal of Kenya’s 
Defense Forces (KDF), despite being the prime minister of 
the government that sent Kenyan soldiers to Somalia for 
the first time. Numbering more than 3,600 and mainly re-

sponsible for Sector 2 - a large swath that encompasses the 
western and southwestern border of Somalia with Kenya - 
the KDF deployment plays a significant role in the regional 
effort to dismantle and defeat al-Shabab.

Even though territorially weakened, al-Shabab remains a 
potent threat for the region; controlling territories in south-
ern and central parts of Somalia that act as a haven for the 
group to plot attacks. For example,   1 3

Kenya’s election: What is at stake for the region?
By Yasin Ahmed Ismail
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Perfect Apt in Saadat Abad
170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn, close 

to the international school
$2700

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in the best area in Farmanieh
4th floor, 220 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., lobby, 

Full furn & unfurn, nice and cozy, 
excellent view  $3500

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Apt in Tower
Kamranieh

250 sq.m, 3 large Bdrs., master 
room, nice view , Spj, 24 hrs 

security, furn/unfurn
$4500 Suitable for

Residency of Ambassadors
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Jordan
2th floor, 150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully 

furn, nice & cozy, parking
$2200

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
15th floor, 320 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., 

excellent view, spj, lobby, nice 
balcony, gym saloon, diplomatic 
building, good access to highway, 

furn & unfurn
$7000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa apartment in Mahmoodieh
good location, 120 sq.m with 

separate entrance, very close to the 
public transport, double gals 
windows, peaceful area, large 

garden, swimming pool, secured, 
servant and maid service available 

upon request
Only $1900 suitable for
foreigners and diplomats 
  Ms.Sara 09128103207

Super Luxury Villa in Elahieh
1500 sq.m, 900 sq.m built up, 
duplex, green garden, outdoor 
pool, renovated, furn & unfurn

$15000 Suitable for
Embassy & Residency

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Aqdasieh
duplex, 800 sq.m, built up, 7 Bdrs., 

big salon, nice garden, outdoor 
pool,  Parking, completely reno

vated, servant quarter
Suitable for

Residency or Embassy 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Zafaranieh
600 sq.m, 5 Bdrs., fully furn, 

renovated, outdoor pool
$8000 Suitable for

Embassy& Residency
  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

   Whole Building in  Zafaranieh
2 levels, 850 sq.m Built up, 2 side 
doors, visa Section, small garden, 

elevator, $15000
Suitable for small Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Elahieh
one Villa, duplex with 5 Bdrs., 

semi furn, parking, small garden 
& one whole building with 4 Apts 
& 8 Bdrs., completely renovated

Reasonable Price
Suitable for

Embassy &  Companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

   Luxury Office in Vanak
150 sq.m, new, furn/ unfurn, good 

access, 2 parking spaces, $3000 
Ready for Renting to Foreign 

Companies
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Whole Building in the best location 
in North of Tehran

2 block, each block 5 Apts, totally 
10 Apts, 35 rooms, lobby, too many 

parking, best location, best view, 
perfect quality, roof garden, 

outdoor pool Suitable for
Embassy, Residency& Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206                      

Super luxury new Apt in Elahieh
2th floor, 140 sq.m, 2 master rooms, 

nice view, full of diplomats, spj, 
gym saloon, lobby, green garden, 

furn/unfurn, parking
$4200

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of 

foreign companies , could be flat,  
Parking lot with extra visitors 

parking, lobby, security, 
renovated, almost new
Price per each sq $40 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206 

Office in Valiasr
from 250 sq.m up to 7000 sq.m 

commercial office, ready for 
renting to foreigner, lobby, parking 

lot, good access to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., good  access, 

top floors, $1500
Suitable for foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn, cozy 

and quit $2000
Suitable for Diplomatic
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

TENDER NOTICE

Embassy of Pakistan in Tehran invites bids for repair and renovation work of 
12 toilets & 2 bathrooms at the Embassy premises. (Removal of old tiles and 
other sanitary fixtures,  plastering, tiling, fixing of sanitary gadgets, plumbing 
work, refurbishment of all areas, removal of debris from the site and cleaning of 
affected areas after completion of work).
Interested firms/companies must have at least 2 years experience in supplying, 
installation and after sale service for the items/accessories fixing in the toilets/
bathrooms.
The interested parties/companies can visit the site and may obtain the detail 
of work and Bill of Quantities (BOQs)/Tender Documents from Embassy of 
Pakistan, Tehran, Building No.1, Estemadzadeh St., West Fatemi Avenue, within 
15 days from the date of publication of this advertisement in the newspapers.
The sealed bids alongwith a certificate of previous experience are invited from 
qualified firms who can meet the above mentioned requirements. “Single Stage 
two envelope procedure” will be followed. Firms should mark both the envelopes 
separately with the words TECHNICAL PROPOSAL and FINANCIAL 
PROPOSAL, and then seal the two envelopes in a single package.
The bids will be opened on 22 August 2017 at 1400 hours. The Embassy reserves 
the right to accept or reject all bids in accordance with the PPRA Rules. 

i it bid f



Stem cells can be found in most tissues of the body and help 
to create and replenish your body.

Stem cells may be able to repair dental pulp and direct the 
immune system to remove tooth decay-causing bacteria.
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By Sarah Watts

For many, a toothache may bring up 
their deepest and darkest fears. The 
reality for many is that the dentist can 
send you through a wave of emotions, 
to the point that you may end up trying 
to avoid your appointment entirely.

Problems with your teeth only get 
worse if left unattended. That’s why 
the large proportion of people who 
suffer dental anxiety end up leaving a 
problem unchecked until it’s too late.

In such cases, you may eventually 
face the need to replace a lost tooth.

Common diseases like tooth decay 
and gum disease can lead to tooth 
loss. Traditionally, dentists have used 
dental bridges and dentures to replace 
diseased teeth. Dental implants were 
one of the late 20th century’s largest 
innovations in dental treatment. The 
replacement of teeth with space-age 
metal seems like we’ve reached an 
incredible level of technology.

But recent advances in stem cell 
research have revealed a future where 
dental implants could become old 
technology.

 Are stem cells the natural tooth 
replacement?

You might say that being a human 
makes us unlucky regarding how many 
teeth we get in our life. Over your 
lifetime, you have just two sets of teeth. 
Deciduous or baby teeth are lost by the 
time you’re 12 or 13 years old. That 
means your adult teeth have to last you 
for the rest of your life.

Some other species, meanwhile, 
have unlimited teeth during their 
lifetimes.

A shark is so fantastically unique at this 
they can replace teeth in just a few weeks. 
The idea of a shark’s mouth probably 
leaves you cringing about the one thing 
more terrifying than the dentist. But 
sharks are proof of nature’s ability to grow 
new teeth into adulthood.

Scientists have taken this lead and 
looked into the way that stem cells can 
be used to grow new teeth in an adult 
human.

Nature may have significant 
advantages over dental implants. Dental 
implants, due to cost and complexity, 
are not a common dental procedure. 
A procedure involving stem cells may 
provide a far more accessible and 
affordable tooth replacement option.

Dental implants, for instance, can’t 
be placed in people with certain 
conditions. Additionally, many people 
are fearful of the dental implant 
process. It requires oral surgery, which 
has advanced remarkably recently, but 
despite the rise in technology, dental 
implants aren’t without their pitfalls. 
Some of the potential drawbacks 
include the following:

    Healing time
    Lengthy procedure

     Difficult failure scenarios
   Lack of long-term research on 

implant longevity
So, with sharks in mind, are stem 

cells the future of replacing teeth?
 What are dental stem cells?

The body contains many different 
types of cells. From birth, as a tiny 
speck, you aren’t equipped with all 
the different types of cells required 
in the body. Stem cells are what help 
you to create all the different organs 
and systems that make you, you. They 
are an undifferentiated cell capable of 
changing to every cell in your body.

Stem cells can be found in most 
tissues of the body and help to create 
and replenish your body.

They are usually buried deep, in 
difficult to find places. They are often 
sparse and hidden amongst cells with a 
similar appearance.

Scientists have found that even teeth 
hold a reservoir of stem cells, which 
are found in baby teeth and also adult 
teeth. These cells have the full ability to 
replicate themselves.

Dental stem cells may have 
applications in many fields of medical 
science due to the compatibility with 
the body’s immune system. One 
problem with inserting stem cells is 
the body may reject them through 
an immune response. But apart from 
having potential roles in other medical 
procedures, the obvious application is 

actually to replace teeth.
Studies are beginning to show 

tangible pathways to tooth implantation 
with dental stem cells.

Scientists Can Grow Teeth in Animal 
Models 

There has been significant progress 
in the use of stem cells in animal studies. 
Teeth have successfully grown at King’s 
College in London. Their research team 
combined human gum tissue and stem 
cells from mice teeth that undergo tooth 
formation. The cells themselves can seek 
out a blood supply from surrounding 
tissue to make a live tooth.

Other studies have had teeth 
successfully implanted into rats. At 
Harvard’s Whys Institute, a research 
team has found success in re-growing 
rat teeth. They used a technique using 
a low-power laser to activate stem cells 
to regrow tooth structure.

Over at Columbia University, one 
study has taken it to the next step. 
Here, researchers were able to guide 
stem cells to create a three-dimensional 
scaffold. The results showed that an 
anatomically complete tooth could 
grow in about 9 weeks.

The big question with all of these 
studies is to reproduce the results in 
humans. Of course, performing dentistry 
on rats was not without its challenges. 
While the dentin was incredibly similar to 
that which grows naturally, it isn’t exactly 
the same as humans.

 Baby (stem cell) steps
The biggest challenges facing dental 

stem cells are reproducing reliable 
human clinical outcomes. Instead of 
replacing entire teeth, stem cells may 
help to heal teeth as an interim step in 
the dental chair.

For example, teeth are known to 
contain cells that can heal the dentin 
layers themselves. There could be 
some intermediate steps for stem 
cells to heal teeth. In tooth decay, 
stem cells may be able to heal a 
cavity before a tooth requires root 
canal therapy. Stem cells may be 
able to repair dental pulp and direct 
the immune system to remove tooth 
decay-causing bacteria.

 A word from verywell
One thing for certain is that we all 

contain stem cells in our teeth. Instead 
of simply throwing a tooth in the bin 
after an extraction, we may be able to 
extract cells for a future when they can 
be used to replenish a tooth.

With many people moving to 
cryopreserve their own cells, it may 
become standard to store the stem 
cells held in our teeth. At the moment, 
baby teeth and wisdom teeth are the 
best candidates, and these are often 
the ones that we are losing the most. 
Healthy teeth contain these fascinating 
cells and may perform miracles in the 
dental chair in the future.

(Source: verywell.com)

Will stem cells replace 
dental implants?

Dental anxiety? Stem cells may eventually be the answer

4 ways your diet 
should change during 
perimenopause

Being in perimenopause—which can start as early as 10 years before 
menopause—means that certain aspects of your health are about to 
change. Right now your estrogen levels may be slowly dropping, but 
it’s only a matter of time before they reach an all-time low... and stay 
there for the rest of your life. As a result, your risk for health conditions 
like osteoporosis and heart disease are about to go way up.

That might sound scary, but by making some changes to your 
eating habits you might be able to ease a lot of the discomfort and 
keep your body healthier as you age, says Sherry Ross, MD, an ob-
gyn at St. John’s Health Center in Santa Monica, California. Here are 
five dietary moves worth making when menopause is on the horizon.

 Get more calcium.
The official word from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

is that your calcium needs increase to 1,200 mg per day (from 
1,000 mg) starting at age 50. But don’t wait until 50 to focus on 
this important mineral: As soon as you enter perimenopause your 
estrogen levels start declining, and as that happens your bones have 
a harder time retaining calcium. That puts you at risk for thinning 
bones, AKA osteopenia or osteoporosis, which can later lead to 
debilitating fractures.

Fortunately, calcium is pretty easy to consume. “One glass of 
milk or one cup of yogurt has about 300 mg,” says Ross. Some leafy 
greens (like kale and bok choy), canned fish containing bones (like 
sardines and canned salmon), and fortified juices, breads, and cereals 
also contain calcium. 

If you suspect you won’t get enough through diet alone, talk to 
your doctor. Calcium supplements carry an increased risk of kidney 
stones and heart attacks, and research has shown that they might not 
even prevent fractures or broken bones.

 Track your triggers.
About 75% of women struggle with sudden hot flashes and night 

sweats, according to the North American Menopause Society. While 
no one knows exactly what causes them, it likely has to do with the 
drop in estrogen and a super-sensitive hypothalmus—the portion of 
the brain that controls body temperature. 

Although hot flashes can seemingly come out of nowhere, some 
women notice that certain foods up their chances of overheating. Be 
on the lookout for spicy foods and those with caffeine so you can cut 
back if necessary.

Meanwhile, adding more oats and fatty fish like salmon to your 
diet might help. These foods may lower your cholesterol, and studies 
have found that women with high cholesterol levels more frequently 
suffer from hot flashes.

 Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate.
“Drink as much water as possible,” says Ross. The reason? 

Hormonal changes during perimenopause can result in water 
retention and increased gas, both of which lead to bloating. The 
perfect antidote to water retention and bloat, strangely enough, is to 
drink even more water. Ross recommends sipping two to three liters 
every day, or eating ample water-based foods like berries, celery, 
cucumber, lettuce, and watermelon. Drinking green tea—a natural 
diuretic—may also help banish bloat. 

Conversely, it’s important to watch your intake of salty foods, as 
well as gas-producing ones like beans, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 
cabbage, and cauliflower.

 Eat less junk.
As you age, your muscle mass naturally decreases while 

your fat stores increase. Not surprisingly, many perimenopausal 
women have trouble losing or even maintaining their current 
weight. If the scale starts creeping up on you, Ross recommends 
cutting back by 200-300 calories per day to maintain your 
size—but not at the expense of good nutrition. 

“If you have to cut calories, choose to nix foods with less 
nutritional value, like fats,” she says. Cutting the junk and adding 
in lean proteins and water-based foods will also reduce your risk 
of heart disease and improve cognitive function as you age.

(Source: prevention.com)

6 ways you can prepare to 
“age well”
You’re probably already doing a lot to ensure that you stay in 
good health and are able to enjoy your later years: eating right, 
exercising, getting checkups and screenings as recommended by 
your doctor. But it also makes sense to have some contingency 
plans for the bumps in the road that might occur.

1.  Adapt your home. Stairs, baths, and kitchens can present 
hazards for older people. Even if you don’t need to make changes 
now, do an annual safety review so you can make necessary updates 
if your needs change.

2.  Prevent falls. Falls are a big deal for older people — they often 
result in fractures that can lead to disability, further health problems, 
or even death. Safety precautions are important, but so are exercises 
that can improve balance and strength.

3. Consider your housing options. You might consider 
investigating naturally occurring retirement communities (NORCs). 
These neighborhoods and housing complexes aren’t developed 
specifically to serve seniors — and, in fact, tend to host a mix of ages 
— but because they have plenty of coordinated care and support 
available, they are senior-friendly.

4. Think ahead about how to get the help you may 
need. Meal preparation, transportation, home repair, 
housecleaning, and help with financial tasks such as paying 
bills might be hired out if you can afford it, or shared among 
friends and family. Elder services offered in your community 
might be another option.

5.   Plan for emergencies. Who would you call in an emergency? 
Is there someone who can check in on you regularly? What would 
you do if you fell and couldn’t reach the phone? Keep emergency 
numbers near each phone or on speed dial. Carry a cellphone 
(preferably with large buttons and a bright screen), or consider 
investing in some type of personal alarm system.

6.  Write advance care directives. Advance care directives, 
such as a living will, durable power of attorney for health care, 
and health care proxy, allow you to explain the type of medical 
care you want if you’re too sick, confused, or injured to voice your 
wishes. Every adult should have these documents.

(Source: health.harvard.edu)

While some people are up at the crack of dawn to lace 
up their running shoes, others can’t fathom a workout 
before noon. Finding the perfect time to exercise is as 
much about personal preference as it is physiology. 
Exercise is supposed to feel good—but if muscles are 
tight in the morning or working out too late disrupts 
sleep, it can feel counterproductive.

 Afternoon advantages
Plenty of people tout the benefits of early morning 

sweat sessions, but if you can’t fit in a workout before 
noon, don’t sweat it. Research suggests the body could 
adapt to regular gym dates, so if we hit the weight room 
every day at 4 p.m., eventually we might perform better at 
that time than at any other time of day. These findings are 
similar to earlier research, which suggests that sticking to 
a specific workout time can result in better performance, 
higher oxygen consumption, and lower perceived 
exhaustion. But scheduling a workout is more complicated 
than choosing a number on the clock.

Your body’s core temperature is an important 
factor in determining the quality of exercise. A cold 
body leaves muscles stiff, inefficient, and susceptible 
to sprains, whereas higher body temperatures leave 
muscles more flexible. Body temperature typically 
increases throughout the day, so muscle strength and 
endurance may peak in the late afternoon, when body 
temperature is highest. The afternoon is also when 
reaction time is quickest and heart rate and blood 
pressure are lowest, all of which combine to improve 
performance and reduce the overall likelihood of injury.

Hormone levels are also important in determining 

optimal workout time. Testosterone is important for 
muscle growth and strength, in ladies and gents. 
And the body produces more testosterone during 
late afternoon resistance training than it does during 
morning workouts. Plus, the stress hormone cortisol, 
which aids in the storage of fat and reduction of muscle 
tissue, peaks in the morning and decreases throughout 

the day and during exercise. But early birds, take heart: 
Morning workouts can be successful too.

 Morning perks
It’s sometimes easier to keep a morning workout 

routine consistent. Afternoon and evening workouts 
are more likely to conflict with other responsibilities 
as the day progresses. Plus a full day’s work can take 
a serious toll on willpower—which can overcome any 
gym-goer’s best intentions.

Morning workouts might also be a good option for 
stress-free snoozing. Since exercise increases heart 
rate and body temperature, working out too late in 
the evening (generally after 8 p.m.) may disrupt sleep, 
while one study showed that working out at 7 a.m. 
(compared to 1 p.m. or 7 p.m.) may help people sleep 
more soundly at night.

Finally, one study found that 45 minutes of 
moderate morning exercise (like walking briskly on the 
treadmill) helped curb appetite directly after working 
out. Research also shows that people can burn up 
to 20 percent more body fat exercising on an empty 
stomach—much easier to do first thing in the a.m. than 
at night.

 The bottom line
In the end, it’s most important to find a realistic, 

consistent workout schedule, no matter what the time. 
If working out in the morning is best for your schedule, 
just make sure to warm up muscles that might be cold 
and tight from sleep. And to keep afternoon workouts 
consistent, treat them as unbreakable appointments, 
find a workout buddy, and keep a gym bag in the car 
or office to minimize excuses.

(Source: greatist.com)

When’s the best time to work out? 

Research shows that people 
can burn up to 20 percent 

more body fat exercising on an 
empty stomach—much easier 

to do first thing in the a.m. than 
at night.



Royal Domain of 
Drottningholm

The Royal Domain of Drottningholm, situated on the is-
land of Lovon close to Stockholm, is an exceptionally 
well-preserved ensemble of gardens and buildings with 
original interior furnishings. 

A UNESCO World Heritage site, it includes Drottning-
holm Palace, the Palace Theatre, the Chinese Pavilion, 
Canton Village, the gardens and part of Malmen, and 
has been used for pleasure and summer recreation from 
the Baroque era until today. As the current home of the 
Swedish Royal Family, Drottningholm upholds a cultural 
continuity with the original purpose of the site.

Drottningholm Palace is representative of 17th and 
18th century western and northern European architec-
ture, and the palace grounds were also created during 
that period. The palace was created with strong referenc-
es to 17th century Italian and French architecture. 

The Palace Theatre is the only surviving 18th century 
theatre where the original machinery is still regularly used 
and the original stage sets are preserved. 

The surrounding area has been part of the Crown 
Estate since the 16th century. The character of the land-
scape is a result of the way it has been used and farmed 
to support the Crown’s need of supplies and to uphold 
the King’s household. This continuous use and the way it 
is and has been managed over the years is still visible in 
the landscape.                                          (Source: UNESCO) 
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TEHRAN — Iran has 
signed agreements with 

13 neighboring countries with the aim of 
developing and reorganizing its medical 
tourism sector.

The state-run Tourism Holding Com-
pany, affiliated with the Social Security 
Organization, is to unveil this week a com-
prehensive plan, which will be implement-
ed with the participation of 22 hospitals 
and over 200 physicians, specialists, and 
surgeons. 

“We have already signed agreements 
with 13 regional countries including Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, 
Bahrain and Oman to facilitate travels 
to Iran for people who are in need of 
medical services,” ISNA quoted Gholam-
hossein Ebrahimbay-Salami, managing 
director of the Tourism Holding Company 
as saying.

“The scheme will involve 17 hospitals 
run by the Social Security Organization 
and five privately-owned ones. It will also 
hire some 40 renowned medical doctors 
as well,” the official added.

“The hospitals have already worked in 
the field of medical tourism and we are 
consulting with a number of others that 
are located in major cities of Tehran, Isfa-
han, Mashhad, Shiraz and Rasht, as well 
as some border cities like Kermanshah, 
Zabul, and Zahedan,” Ebrahimbay-Salami 
said. 

Elsewhere in his Remarks, the official 
referred to ‘weaknesses’ that has ham-
pered the health tourism in the country.  

So far, the health tourism sector [in 
its literal meaning] has suffered from its 
theoretical weakness and its public dis-
course, as sometimes medical tourism is 
mistaken for health tourism or other asso-

ciated aspects of tourism that are utilized 
for curative and wellness, and rehabilita-
tion purposes, the official pointed out. 

“In medical tourism, which is a subset 
of health tourism, the prescriptions, sur-
gery operations and medical care are of 
high priority. While health tourism utilizes 
features such as hot springs, aroma ther-
apeutics and salt caves, and the medical 
profession is not induced,” he clarified.

Due to the lack of such rankings in the 
country, the Tourism Holding Company is 
set to redefine medical tourism in the first 
step and track the other associated as-
pects later, Ebrahimbay-Salami added. 

Patients from Iraq, Azerbaijan, Armenia 
and the Persian Gulf littoral states consti-
tute the largest number of travelers who 
visit Iran annually for medical services.

The Ministry of Health registered some 

105,000 inbound patients over the past 
Iranian calendar year (March 2016-March 
2017), ISNA quoted a tourism official as 
saying back in July. 

Iran has launched extensive plans to 
bolster its tourism sector. Under its 2025 
Tourism Vision Plan, the country is expect-
ing to increase the number of tourism ar-
rivals from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20 million 
in 2025.

T O U R I S M
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Regional countries to help Iran 
reshape medical tourism 

Cash versus culture: tourism 
projects hit trouble in Greece
ATHENS (Reuters) — New York property developer Mike 
Angeliades has wanted to create a golf resort in his na-
tive Greece for quarter of a century. But just when the plan 
seemed within reach, the past caught up with him.

Three years ago Angeliades won a state-sanctioned 
competition to develop a beachfront property on Rhodes, 
the Aegean island he left as a teenager. Then last year the 
authorities dropped a bombshell.

“The then culture minister ... declared the whole area 
an archaeological site,” he told Reuters. Now the project to 
invest up to 400 million euros ($470 million) is stalled. “We 
are still waiting for an answer from the ministry on what 
they plan to do.”

Angeliades, who emigrated to the United States in 1960, 
is among a number of foreign investors ready to plow large 
sums into a country just emerging from economic depres-
sion, only to wonder if they’re really welcome.

Conflicts between development and conservation affect 
many countries. But in Greece concerns for the environ-
ment and antiquities are combining with labyrinthine laws, 
zealous officialdom and hostile political ideology to create 
hurdles that even investors familiar with the country cannot 
understand.

Greece’s recovery depends largely on foreign invest-
ment. Seven years ago it embarked on a privatization pro-
gram to raise 50 billion euros for the near-bankrupt state. 
To date it has brought in just 4.4 billion, and government 
critics say excessive red-tape is a major reason for the dis-
mal performance.

Scrapped aircrafts are seen at the tarmac of the former 
international Hellenikon airport in Athens, Greece, July 16, 2017.                                                           

TEHRAN — Sacred 
Defense Museum on 

a landscaped site of 21 hectares in 
north-central Tehran is a gigantic war 
memorial with its collections concen-
trated heavily on the 1980-1988 Iran–
Iraq war.

A total of seven halls lead y through 
the history of the sacred defense in 
forensic detail. The Hall of Butterflies 
greets visitors on arrival, the place is 
dedicated to martyrs and victims of 
the war filled with personal belongings 
found on the various battlefields.

Outside, a patchwork of domestical-
ly-manufactured armaments such as 
rockets, tanks, and artillery pieces are 
on show. The complex has vast garden 
areas, water features and children’s 
play areas as well. 

Sacred Defense Museum is 
equipped with a state-of-the-art visual 
system including projections and vid-
eo walls, while audio recordings rele-
vant to each period contributes to its 
charm. 

Re-creation of liberation of the city 
of Khorramshahr by the means of vir-
tual exhibits and video projections is 
amongst main features of the museum 
where stands a replica of the Khorram-
shahr mosque adorned with creamy 

and turquoise patterned tiles.
A strategic port city in western Iran, 

Khorramshahr fell into Iraqi hands on 
October 26, 1980. It recaptured by Ira-
nian forces on May 24, 1982.

 Under tourists’ eyes
The epic-scale museum may not be 

top on the list for travelers to Iran but 
according to some of its visitors it does 
offer something different in modern Ira-
nian history.

Here is a select of comments that vis-
itors to the museum have posted to Tri-
pAdvisor, one of the most popular travel 
websites in the world:

 ‘Totally under-rated and should 
e on your must do’

I can’t believe this War Museum is 
buried at page two of ‘Things To Do In 
Tehran’… It’s on par with Imperial War 
Museum in London. (PaulNZ from New 
Zealand; visited April 2017) 

 ‘A must visit’
I coincidentally came across this mu-

seum and complex after walking out of 
the Shahid Haqqani subway station on 
my way to see the Tabiat Bridge. I was 
stunned by how big the complex was and 
the various different halls and attractions 
including the museum, garden, library 
and mosque.

The museum was one of the best 
I have seen across the world. It was 
modern, diverse and extremely in-
formative… (Zamy2016 from the UK; 
visited May 2017) 

 Insight into the Iran-Iraq war 
from Iranian point of view’

Very interesting museum about Is-
lamic Revolution and following Iraq-
Iran war. Completely modern full of 
current technology to give you insight 
in to the war and feelings of common 
people of Iran during that time. (Jin-
drich A. from Czech Republic; visited 
January 2017) 

 ‘A brand new park and a high 
tech museum’

Accessible via Hemat and Haqani 
metro stations. A great opportunity to 
see 21th century Iranian architecture 
and learn about 1980s Iran-Iraq war. (Ar-
salan A. from the New Zealand; visited 
October 2016)

TEHRAN (CNN) — Among the thousands of shops 
that line the labyrinthine alleyways of Tehran’s Grand Ba-
zaar sits the Haj Ali Darvish teahouse.

It’s not the only teahouse in the bazaar, but having 
first opened in 1918, it’s definitely one of the oldest. And 
according to some, it’s also the smallest -- not just in the 
bazaar but in the whole world.

For those who find their way to this closet-sized, two-
meter-wide cafe, owner Kazem Mabhutyan is on hand 
to serve up a wide range of teas and advice about their 
healing properties.

“I’ve traveled abroad and tested different styles such 
as English, Turkish and Arabic, but nothing matches Per-
sian-style tea,” he tells CNN.

Coffee and hot chocolate are on the menu, too.
Mabhutyan took over the business from his father, 

Haj Ali Mabhutyan, who bought the teahouse in 1962 

from its original owner Haj Mohammad Hasan Sham-
shiri.

Before the 1979 Iranian revolution, the teahouse pro-
vided tea for many of the shops at the bazaar, Mabhu-
tyan says. Since then, however, people working at the 
bazaar began to prepare tea themselves. But that hasn’t 
stopped the shop from thriving.

Mabhutyan serves an increasing number of tour-
ists. The number of foreign visitors traveling to Iran has 
boomed in recent years, rising from 2.2 million in 2009 
to 5.2 million in 2016.

“I ask all my customers to leave a message in the vis-
itors’ book, and everybody who drinks tea here for the 
first time is presented with a souvenir coin.”

Mabhutyan is also a big believer in the marketing 
power of social media. He launched the Haj Ali Darvish 
Instagram account a couple of years ago.

He loves to post photos of everyone who visits. He 
says it’s helped make his tiny teahouse into one of the 
most popular pit stops in the bazaar.

BARCELONA/ROME/SARAJEVO (Reuters) — 
Chronic overcrowding in some of Europe’s beloved tour-
ism hotspots is fueling an angry backlash, from polite 
protest to “Go Home” graffiti and even physical intim-
idation.

Across southern Europe, from the choked boulevards 
of Gaudi’s Barcelona to the swarms of cruise liners dis-
gorging passengers into Croatia’s mediaeval Dubrovnik, 
residents are complaining that a sharp rise in tourism is 
making life intolerable.

The backlash has sparked concerns for one of the re-

gion’s biggest economic drivers and prompted author-
ities to act.

Rome is considering limiting visitor numbers to parts 
of the eternal city, such as the Trevi fountain. Dubrovnik 
plans to limit cruise ships. Barcelona is planning a new 
tourism tax.

In Venice last month, residents marched through a 
throng of visitor to protest against uncontrolled tourism. 
They did so behind a banner: “My future is Venice”.

Youth activists plan a similar protest in San Sebastián, 
northern Spain, later this month.

In Barcelona, where anger has been brewing for 
some time, some graffiti has turned menacing. One slo-
gan, featuring a black silhouette with a red target on its 
head, reads: “Why call it tourist season if we can’t shoot 
them?”

Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy intervened 
this week after some anti-tourist anger turned physical. 
A video emerged of masked activists setting off flares 
outside a restaurant full of tourists on the island of Palma 
de Majorca. They then entered the restaurant and threw 
confetti at frightened diners.

A walk through Sacred Defense Museum in Tehran 

Rockets, tanks, and artillery pieces are on show at the Sacred Defense Museum in Tehran 

  Teahouse in Iran’s Grand Bazaar may be world’s smallest

 Haj Ali Darvish tea house, Grand Bazaar, Tehran, Iran

Summer lovin’? Not in angry Europe’s tourist hotspots

 A view of the Drottningholm Palace in Sweden 

EU sends charge sheet to Visa 
over inter-regional fee
BRUSSELS (Reuters) — The European Commission said on 
Thursday it had sent a charge sheet to credit card group Visa 
(V.N) over the fees merchants have to pay when customers 
from outside the bloc make purchases in the European Un-
ion.

In 2014, the Commission ended another investigation into 
the company’s fee structure when Visa Europe agreed to cap 
the transaction fees it charged.

The Commission said it was now looking at so-called in-
ter-regional interchange fees, those charged to merchants 
when accepting Visa cards issued outside the European Eco-
nomic Area (EEA), for example when tourists make purchases 
in the EU.

“Inter-regional fees represent an important part of the to-
tal fees within the Visa scheme,” the Commission said.

The Commission, which has the power to fine Visa up to 
10 percent of its global turnover if it is found breaching the 
bloc’s antitrust rules, said it was waiting for the company’s 
response before deciding on further action.

After Visa is given access to the Commission’s file on the 
issue, it has two months to reply.



Solar cell sunglasses will let you look cool, and keep your 
gadgets charged at the same time.

Ever wanted to act like an aging rock star and wear 
your sunglasses wherever you go, but feared that you 
didn’t have a good enough reason to do so? The folks 
at Germany’s Karlsruhe Institute of Technology are here 
to help! What they’ve developed are a pair of so-called 
“solar glasses,” which generate electricity by way of solar 
cells that also double as the glasses’ lenses. 

This electricity can be used to power smaller devic-
es like pedometers or hearing aids — or could possibly 
even give your smartphone or smartwatch some added 
juice as and when required.

The “solar glasses demonstrate integration of organic 
solar cells in smart devices,” researcher Daniel Bahro, a 
PhD student specializing in the development and op-
timization of organic tandem-solar cells, told Digital 
Trends. 

 Photovoltaic technology
“This emerging photovoltaic technology offer some 

unique properties like transparency, tunability in color 
and shape, and its low weight makes it perfectly adapt-
able to any application design. 

The energy yield is used to drive an electronic circuit 
including sensors, a microprocessor and two displays at-
tached to the temples. 

This very basic configuration of a smart device — 
even under indoor lighting conditions — continuously 
records the ambient temperature and the current output 
of the solar cells, without any additional power source 
like a battery.”

Understandably, the glasses work best in full sunlight, 
but each lens can still generate 200 microwatts even 
under 500 lux direct indoor illumination. No, that’s not 
going to power your MacBook any time soon, but it 
could — as Bahro notes — be enough to charge smaller 
devices like step counters. Plus, with solar cells making 
advances all the time, this could just serve as a proof of 
concept to be further developed.

 Fabrication techniques
“Since we are a university-based research group, we 

are personally more focused on issues like advancing 
fabrication techniques and device architecture of the 
solar cells itself,” Bahro said, concerning possible com-
mercialization. 

The “solar glasses were made to demonstrate what 

possible future applications and markets are in range, 
and should not be seen as a product ready for the mar-
ket.”

If you are in the market for a portable solar cell, there 
are options like this new solar charging backpack which 
can provide a similar application — albeit with larger so-
lar cells. Still, now we’ve heard about this project, our 
hearts are kind of set on solar-charging shades.

(Source: Digital Trends)

The smile may be the most common and flexible expres-
sion, used to reveal some emotions, cover others and 
manage social interactions that have kept communities 
secure and organized for millennia.

“When distinguishing among smiles, both scientists 
and laypeople have tended to focus on true and false 
smiles. The belief is that if you smile when you’re not 
happy, the smile is false,” says Paula Niedenthal, a psy-
chology professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. “But people smile in many different circumstances 
and during many emotional states. So asserting that 
only smiles that result from states of happiness are ‘true’ 
smiles limits our understanding of this important facial 
expression.”

Niedenthal and colleagues from Cardiff University and 

the University of Glasgow published a set of experiments 
that seek to expand our understanding of the human smile 
this week in the journal Psychological Science, showing 
three distinct, reliably recognized expressions — smiles of 
reward, affiliation and dominance — and describing the 
facial muscle combinations that make them.

 Anatomical feature
Each smile hinges on an anatomical feature known as 

the zygomaticus major, straps of facial muscle below the 
cheekbones that pull up the corners of the mouth. But 
it’s not the only muscle at work.

Participants in the study looked at thousands of com-
puter-generated expressions with random combinations 
of facial muscles activated — with one exception.

“We varied everything that could be varied in an 

expression, but our stimuli included some action from 
the smile muscle, the zygomaticus,” says Magdalena 
Rychlowska, a postdoctoral researcher at Cardiff. “We 
asked participants to tell us when they see a reward or 
affiliative or a dominance smile, and when the expres-
sion is not a smile.”

The researchers turned their participant-sorted smiles 
back on two more sets of observers, checking recognition 
and social messages until they had recipes for each smile.

For example, a reward smile — “probably the most 
intuitive,” Niedenthal says, the “kind of smile you would 
use with a baby, so he will smile back or do things you 
like” — is a symmetrical hoist of zygomaticus muscles 
plus a dash of eyebrow lift and some sharp lip pulling.

(Source: neurosciencenews.com)

In 2011, a megathrust earthquake off the 
coast of Japan produced a huge tsunami 
that killed over 15,000 people. The 9.0 
magnitude quake was so big it shifted 
the Earth’s axis and moved the coast of 
Honshu, Japan’s main island, by 8 feet.

Scientists now say a similar earthquake 
could take place off the coast of Alaska, 
resulting in a dangerous tsunami that 
could devastate parts of the state and 
reach southerly parts of North America, 
Hawaii and beyond.

In a study published in the journal Na-
ture Geoscience, researchers at Columbia 
University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Ob-
servatory created new, detailed maps of 
an area of the seafloor off Alaska called 
the Shumagin Gap. This is a creeping 
subduction zone at the end of the Alaska 

Peninsula, 600 miles from Anchorage.
 Geological structure

Previously, scientists thought this area was 
fairly benign, steadily releasing tension as the 
plates moved slowly past one another. But this 
is not the case. Instead, the researchers found 
a geological structure similar to that seen at 
the site of the 2011 Tohoku earthquake, sug-
gesting this site could also slip suddenly and 
produce a huge tsunami.

The Tohoku earthquake took place at 
a creeping segment of the seafloor. It was 
thought that the frequent, small earth-
quakes at the site meant it could never 
build up enough tension to produce one 
large quake.

What scientists failed to realize was 
that part of the edge of the continental 
plate had become detached — and that 

this posed a major risk. A smaller earth-
quake dislodged the detached section, 
creating the huge earthquake and tsu-
nami that followed. While scientists knew 
this fault existed, they did not understand 
the devastation it could cause.

In their study, researchers found a 
region of the Shumagin Gap that is 
detached in the same way. The fault 
they identified stretches about 90 miles 
roughly parallel to the land and extends 
over 20 miles down. 

 Cluster of seismic activity
The maps suggest the seafloor has 

dropped to one side and risen on the 
other. Researchers also found a cluster of 
seismic activity near where the new fault 
meets the plate boundary, indicating it is 
active.

While the newly identified fault could 
be the remains of a previous earthquake 
rather than one to come, the findings 
show this part of Alaska is “particularly 
prone to tsunami generation,” lead au-
thor Anne Bécel said in a statement.

With the potential for a huge tsunami 
to be unleashed, the team says, it is im-
perative to gain a better understanding 
of this structure. “The importance of rec-
ognizing the hazard posed by the weakly 
coupled Shumagin Gap was emphasized 
by a recent tsunami scenario for the Alas-
ka subduction zone showing that a large 
tsunami in this segment could have dev-
astation consequences to coastal com-
munities locally in Alaska and around the 
Pacific Ocean,” the researchers wrote.

(Source: Newsweek)

More than 150,000 people could die as a 
result of climate change each year in Eu-
rope by the end of the century, shocking 
new research has found.

The number of deaths caused by 
extreme weather events will increase 
50-fold and two in three people on the 
continent will be affected by disasters, 
the study – that serves as a stark warning 
of the deadly impact of global warming 
– found.

The research by European Commis-
sion scientists lays out a future where 
hundreds of thousands of people die 
from heatstroke, heart and breathing 
problems, and flash flooding. It describes 
a world where droughts bring food short-
ages, people are at an increased risk of 
being killed by disease and infection, and 
the countryside is ravaged by wildfires.

 Extreme weather events
It used historical records of extreme 

weather events and combined them with 
projections of the damage of climate 
change and changes in the population to 
project how, where and who will die from 
the effects of global warming.

In what they say is a “much needed 
wake-up call” to governments across 
the continent, campaign groups insist-
ed that action is needed now to avoid 
being responsible for deaths across the 
world.

“This is a stark warning showing 

why we need greater action on climate 
change fast,” said Friends of the Earth 
campaigner Donna Hume. “People 
across the globe are already dying due 
to extreme weather events and without 
concerted action this will get worse, in-
cluding right here in Europe.

“This fate can be avoided but only if 
governments get serious about making 
the switch away from dirty fossil fuels. 

Three quarters of existing coal, oil and 
gas has to remain unused if we are to 
avoid catastrophic climate change – so 
why is the UK government intent on dig-
ging and drilling for more across the Brit-
ish countryside?

 Renewable energy revolution
“It’s time to ditch plans for fracking 

and new coal mines and instead invest in 
the renewable energy revolution.”

The “evidence keeps on stacking 
up – climate change should be one 
of our top public policy concerns,” 
said Gareth Redmond-King, head of 
climate and energy at WWF. “This re-
port reinforces what we know about 
the impacts and unless we tackle the 
problem, that will put strain on our 
health and welfare systems, and ulti-
mately cost lives.

“However this future is not inevitable. 
We know the causes of climate change, 
and we understand the solutions to cli-
mate change. It is in our power to keep 
the global rise in temperature to 1.5 de-
grees – but only if we act now and em-
brace a low carbon future. That means 
governments, including the UK, being 
bold – taking action to grow low-car-
bon industries, to support technological 
solutions, and to cut our greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

“Our planet is being destroyed and 
this report lays bare the devastating im-
pact of climate change,” said deputy lead-
er Amelia Womack. “There are people 
alive today who will witness thousands of 
deaths every year due to extreme weath-
er events. Every second we waste deny-
ing climate change exists and ignoring its 
deadly impact is time we steal from the 
next generation who will suffer the terri-
ble consequences.

(Source: The Independent)

Daimler funds Volocopter’s 
autonomous flying taxi 
dreams
Volocopter just got a $30 million cash injection, thanks to 
a few investors, including fellow German firm Daimler. The 
automaker’s contribution can help the company stick to its 
timeline and its plans to release its first autonomous electric 
air taxis next year. 

Volocopter has been working on the creation of a person-
alized air transport system for years and completed the first 
manned test flight of its multicopter in 2016.

In April, the company introduced its newest model, an 
electric vertical take-off and landing aircraft called Volocopter 
2X that can be piloted by anyone with a Sport Pilot License 
during its test flights. It also teamed up with Dubai to conduct 
the first demonstrations of the autonomous version of its air 
taxi in the fourth quarter of 2017. 

Dubai is probably the best place for Volocopter to con-
duct its pilot trials, considering the city is planning to carry 
out 25 percent of passenger transport through autonomous 
vehicles by 2030.

That’s also why Daimler is the perfect financier. In its 
funding announcement, Volocopter said automakers are 
“intensely interested in the mobility of the future,” such as au-
tonomous driving or electrical mobility. “Daimler is therefore 
a very valuable strategic partner,” the company added.

(Source: Engadget)

Astronomers unveil most 
accurate map of dark 
matter in the universe
The Dark Energy Survey (DES), a collaboration of over 400 
scientists from seven countries, unveiled the largest map of 
dark matter and energy in the universe resulting from the first 
year of the project’s five-year observation.

DES scientists expressed that the new map is not only 
more accurate with its less than 5 percent error bar, but it 
is also consistent with the early measurements and models 
derived from the European Space Agency’s Planck satellite.

To gather the data that led to the amazing map, DES sci-
entists mounted a 570-megapixel camera called DECam on 
the 4-meter Victor M. Blanco Telescope at the Cerro Tololo 
Inter-American Observatory in Chile.

DES scientists developed and carried out precision tests 
with the help of the weak gravitational lensing phenomenon, 
and analysis of the data led to the creation of a map contain-
ing the distribution of mass of dark matter. 

“While Planck looked at the structure of the very early 
universe, DES has measured structures that evolved much 
later. The growth of these structures from the early ages of 
the universe until today agrees with what our models predict, 
showing that we can describe cosmic evolution very well,” 
Daniel Gruen explained. Gruen is a NASA Einstein postdoc-
toral fellow at the Kavli Institute for Particle Astrophysics and 
Cosmology (KIPAC).

For a better visual, consider the CMB model as a photo of 
a toddler and the DES model as a picture of the same child 
at 8 years old. Since the DES model is consistent with the 
CMB model, scientists will be able to determine not only the 
rate and precise measurement of the toddler as they reach 8 
years of age, but they will also be able to predict how much 
the child will have grown at 13 years old and beyond.

(Source: Tech Times)

Humans have destroyed 
forests for 45,000 years: study
Humans have been burning and cutting down forests for 
thousands of years longer than is commonly thought, part 
of a long-running tradition of changing Earth’s natural en-
vironments.

Deforestation is not a new invention, according to a study 
in the journal Nature Plants, which went back in human his-
tory to explore how people have encroached upon tropi-
cal forests. The study says that although many consider this 
encroachment to be the hallmark of modern civilizations, 
archaeological evidence shows that we have “actively ma-
nipulated tropical forest ecologies for at least 45,000 years.”

More recent societies have infringed on tropical forests as 
they pursued widespread agriculture, mined for resources, 
raised livestock and made way to build urban communities. 
But prehistoric humans like hunter-gatherers had needs too. 
Around the globe, they started controlled burns in these en-
vironments to make land more usable for themselves.

“By clearing parts of the forest, humans were able to cre-
ate more of the ‘forest-edge’ environments that encouraged 
the presence of animals and plants that they liked to eat,” ac-
cording to the Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human 
History, which had researchers involved in the study. 

Then in the early farming days, perhaps starting 10,000 
years ago, humans used tropical forests to grow crops like 
yams and bananas. Both the extinctions of the hunter-gath-
erer era and the ecological changes that resulted from early 
forest farming had lasting impacts on the environment that 
persist today.

(Source: IBT)
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Solar sunglasses generate electricity while you wear them

Describing smile types by muscle movement

Alaska at risk of a massive earthquake and tsunami, scientists find

Chief Executive of BANK SHAHR Dr. Hossein Mo-
hammad-Pourzarandi revealed the support of his 
bank from the First International Festival of New Ur-
ban Technologies, Public Relations Dept. of the bank 
reported. 

Given the importance of social responsibility and 
special attention of BANK SHAHR to this subject, the 
1st Intl. Festival of New Modern Technologies was sup-

ported and backed by this bank wholeheartedly.
The senior official of the bank pointed to identifying, 

analyzing, evaluating and assessing the current and fu-
ture situation of cities in taking advantage of modern 
technologies as well as paving suitable ways for the 
transfer of technical knowhow among domestic knowl-
edge-based companies are the main objective behind 
organizing this prestigious festival. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, he pointed to the presence 
of several European companies in this Festival and said: 
“Certainly, Iranian elites and talents can showcase their 
latest scientific achievements to the world.”

In the end, Chief Executive of BANK SHAHR Dr. Hos-
sein Mohammad-Pourzarandi said: “The First Intl. Fes-
tival of New Urban Technologies will be held in Isfahan 
on August 4-6.”

BANK SHAHR Backs 1st International Festival of New Urban Technologies 

Extreme weather could kill over 150,000 
people each year in Europe, say scientists

“This is a stark warning showing why we need 
greater ction on climate change fast,” said 

Friends of the Earth campaigner Donna Hume.
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The number of blind people across the world is set to 
triple within the next four decades, researchers suggest.

Writing in Lancet Global Health, they predict cases 
will rise from 36 million to 115 million by 2050, if 
treatment is not improved by better funding.

A growing ageing population is behind the rising 
numbers.

Some of the highest rates of blindness and vision 
impairment are in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.

The percentage of the world’s population with visual 
impairments is actually falling, according to the study.

But because the global population is growing and 
more people are living well into old age, researchers 
predict the number of people with sight problems will 
soar in the coming decades.

Analysis of data from 188 countries suggests there 
are more than 200 million people with moderate to 
severe vision impairment.

That figure is expected to rise to more than 550 
million by 2050.

“Even mild visual impairment can significantly impact 
a person’s life,” said lead author Prof Rupert Bourne, 
from Anglia Ruskin University.

“For example, reducing their independence... as it 

often means people are barred from driving.”
He said it also limited people’s educational and 

economic opportunities.
The worst affected areas for visual impairment are 

in South and East Asia. Parts of sub-Saharan Africa also 
have particularly high rates.

The study calls for better investment in treatments, 
such as cataract surgery, and ensuring people have 
access to appropriate vision-correcting glasses.

Prof Rupert Bourne said: “Interventions provide 
some of the largest returns on investment.

“They are some of the most easily implemented 

interventions in developing regions.”
“They are cheap, require little infrastructure and 

countries recover their costs as people enter back into 
the workforce,” he said.

The charity Sightsavers, which works in more than 
thirty countries to try to eliminate avoidable blindness, 
says it is seeing a rise in conditions such as cataracts, 
where the eye’s lens clouds over.

“Due to an ageing population and a rise in chronic 
disease, we expect the burden of blindness to only 
grow within the world’s poorest countries” said Imran 
Khan from the charity.

He said health systems in developing countries need 
to be improved, and more surgeons and nurses need 
to be trained to deliver sustainable eye health care.

 Blindness affects:
 11.7 million people in South Asia
 6.2 million people in East Asia
 3.5 million people in South East Asia
 more than 4% of the population in parts of sub-

Saharan Africa
 less than 0.5% of the population of Western 

Europe
(Source: BBC) 

Global blindness set to ‘triple by 2050’

Opening a Bank Account 
A: Next, please. May I help you, sir?
B: Hello, yes, I’d like to open a bank account.
A: Certainly, I can help you with that. What type of account 
would you like to open? A chequing or a savings account?
B: What features do they offer?
A: Well, if you just take a look here, see, with our chequing 
account, you can have unlimited daily transactions for a small 
monthly fee, and our savings account has a higher interest rate, 
but you must carry a minimum balance of $ 10,000 dollars.
B: I see, well, I think I’m more interested in a chequing account; 
I like to have easy access to my money.
A: Alright, then, with this chequing account you’ll be issued a 
debit card and a cheque book. Will you require overdraft 
protection? There is an extra fee for that.
B: No, that won’t be necessary.
A: In that case, I’ll get you to fill out this paperwork; I’ll need 
your social insurance number, and two pieces of government 
ID. If you could just sign here, and here, and here; we’ll be all 
set. Would you like to make a deposit today?
B: Yes, I’d like to deposit one billion dollars.

 Key vocabulary
chequing account: a regular account for daily transactions
savings account: an account for people to keep their money, 
usually offers a higher interest rate
feature: interesting or important quality
transaction:  an occurrence in which money is transferred 
from one person, or one account, to another 
fee: an amount of money that you pay to do something or that 
you pay to a professional person for their work
balance:  the amount of money in a bank account
access:  a way to get to something
debit card: a card for you to take money out of your bank account
cheque book: a book of cheques for use with a chequing account
overdraft:  taking out more money than what is available in 
the account
I’ll get you: a way to ask people to do things
paperwork: the documents that you need for a business deal, 
a journey etc.
I’ll need your: a way to request people to provide something
if you could just: a polite way of asking people to do things
deposit: an amount of money that is put in a bank account

 Supplementary vocabulary
credit card: a card to buy things and pay for them later 
online banking: a service that allows people to do 
transactions online
telephone banking: a service that allows people to do 
transactions by phone
terms and conditions: an outline of the rules and company 
policies of a particular product or service
high interest account:  a savings account that offers higher 
than usual interest rate
teller: a person working in a bank, who helps customers with 
daily transactions                                  (Source: irlanguage.com) 
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TEHRAN — Iran came 
in fourth at the 29th 

International Olympiad in Informatics (IOI 
2017) which was held in Tehran from July 
28 to August 4.

Iran’s team finished in fourth place 
after Japan, China, and Russia with one 
gold medal and three silver medals, Mehr 
news agency reported. 

Seyed Mohammad Hossein Nema-
tollahi, Arash Mahmoudian Bidgoli, 
Mohammad Saneian, and Hamidreza 
Hedayati were the four Iranian students 
taking the fourth place at the compe-
tition. 

Each participating country was 
represented by a team of up to four 
contestants. However, as Iran was acting 
as the host to the event it took part in the 
Olympiad with two teams the second of 
which took the 11th place. 

The Japanese team members, with 
three gold medals, received the most 
points in this contest. Yuta Takaya, from 
Japan, was placed first in IOI 2017. He is a 
four time champion of the IOI. He has also 
recently placed first at the International 
Mathematics Olympiad.

The IOI is an annual international 
competition for high school students from 
various invited countries, accompanied 
by social and cultural programmers. This 
year some 300 students from 84 countries 
from around the world participated in the 
event.

As IOI 2017 came to an official close 
on Friday, Iran passed the IOI flag to 
Japan, the new host for IOI 2018.

Professor Krassimir Manev, President 
of the IOI, thanked Iran for its excellent 
hosting and wished Japan success in 
hosting the next year’s contest.
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Call for identification of investors for
Completion of a section of wastewater system in Neyshabur through Buyback contract   (Auction)
According to Article 214of the fifth development plan, Article 2 of the law on establishment of water 
and wastewater companies approved in 1990 and article 27 of the Law for annexation of some 
articles to the law on drafting part of the government’s financial regulations (2), the Khorasan razavi  
Water and Wastewater company intends to concede the completion of a section of the wastewater 
collection and treatment system in Neyshabur against the allocation of the determined volume of 
treated effluent for specific use for a limited and predetermined period through Buyback contract 
according to the following conditions to a qualified investor.
A-Brief description of the project:
- Subject: completion of a section of the wastewater system in Neyshabur, including: WWTP and 
sewer
- Concessioner:  The Khorasan razavi Water and Wastewater Company 
- consultant: mahab samen
- Construction period: 4 years 
- Commercial operation period: Financial model to be submitted 
- Treatment efficiency: Surface water discharge
- Population coverage: 410728 person
- Project site: City Neyshabur Province Khorasan razavi
B- General conditions for investment:
- The investor must be a real or legal entity in possession of acceptable management
experience to ensure and allocate the required investment. 
- Date, deadline and address to collect the qualification documents: Qualified investors may submit 
their letter of intent for investment in the plan and collect the qualification documents from 06/
Aug/2017 until the end of office hours on 16/Aug/2017 from: mashhad-sadaf-vakil abad blvd- The 
Khorasan razavi Water and Wastewater Company- the technical support unit (TSU)
- Address and deadline for submission of the required documents: The completed
evaluation forms should be submitted at 15.00 on  wednesday dated 30/Aug/2017 to: The Khorasan 
razavi Water and Wastewater Company Secretariat
- Following the review of the evaluation documents submitted by the interested parties, the
qualified investors shall be invited for contract negotiations. 
- The concessioner has the right to accept or reject the technical or financial proposals of the investors 
at any stage of the proceedings.

www.abfakhorasan.ir     e-mail:info@abfakhorasan.ir     
Shahrak-e Sadaf, Vakilabad Blvd., Mashhad

P.O. Box: 1517- 91895 
Tel: 00985138678821-5   Fax: 00985138676026 
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Call for identification of investors for
Completion of a section of wastewater system in Ghuchan through Buyback contract   (Auction)
According to Article 214of the fifth development plan, Article 2 of the law on establishment of 
water and wastewater companies approved in 1990 and article 27 of the Law for annexation 
of some articles to the law on drafting part of the government’s financial regulations (2), 
the Khorasan razavi  Water and Wastewater company intends to concede the completion 
of a section of the wastewater collection and treatment system in Ghuchan against the 
allocation of the determined volume of treated effluent for specific use for a limited and 
predetermined period through Buyback contract according to the following conditions to a 
qualified investor.
A-Brief description of the project:
- Subject: completion of a section of the wastewater system in Ghuchan , including: WWTP and sewer
- Concessioner:  The Khorasan razavi Water and Wastewater Company 
- consultant: mahab samen
- Construction period: 4 years 
- Commercial operation period: Financial model to be submitted 
- Treatment efficiency: Surface water discharge
- Population coverage: 194000 person
- Project site: City Ghuchan Province Khorasan razavi
B- General conditions for investment:
- The investor must be a real or legal entity in possession of acceptable management
experience to ensure and allocate the required investment. 
- Date, deadline and address to collect the qualification documents: Qualified investors may submit 
their letter of intent for investment in the plan and collect the qualification documents from 06/
Aug/2017 until the end of office hours on 16/Aug/2017 from: mashhad-sadaf-vakil abad blvd- The 
Khorasan razavi Water and Wastewater Company- the technical support unit (TSU)
- Address and deadline for submission of the required documents: The completed
evaluation forms should be submitted at 15.00 on  tuesday dated 30/Aug/2017 to: The Khorasan 
razavi Water and Wastewater Company Secretariat
- Following the review of the evaluation documents submitted by the interested parties, the
qualified investors shall be invited for contract negotiations. 
- The concessioner has the right to accept or reject the technical or financial proposals of the investors 
at any stage of the proceedings.

www.abfakhorasan.ir     e-mail:info@abfakhorasan.ir     
Shahrak-e Sadaf, Vakilabad Blvd., Mashhad

P.O. Box: 1517- 91895 
Tel: 00985138678821-5   Fax: 00985138676026 
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 1  She described as “risible” Riyadh’s claim that 
Sweikat had received a fair trial, saying, “Governments 
close to Saudi Arabia — including the [U.S. President 
Donald] Trump administration and the UK — must ur-
gently call on the kingdom to halt these executions.”

 Under duress, and false
Additionally, a Saudi regime rights activist, who was 

speaking on condition of anonymity, told Reuters, “The 
sentences were based on confessions that the accused 
had retracted in court, because they were taken by 
pressure and torture.”

The ruling against the 14 Shias is final and will be 
carried out after it is approved by King Salman bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Saud.

Amnesty International separately urged the Saudi re-
gime king not to ratify the death penalties as they had 

been the result of “sham court proceedings that brazen-
ly flout international fair trial standards.”

At least 66 people have been executed in Saudi 
Arabia since the beginning of 2017, latest figures 
show.

Since February 2011, the House of Saud regime has 
stepped up security measures in Eastern Province, which 
has been rocked by pro-democracy demonstrations, 
with protesters demanding free speech, the release of 
political prisoners, and an end to economic and reli-
gious discrimination.

The government has attempted to suppress the 
pro-democracy drive, but it has intensified since January 
2016, when Saudi Arabia executed respected Shia cleric 
Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr.

(Source: Press TV)

Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah 
has hailed the victory of the Lebanese resistance fighters 
in Arsal.

He was delivering a televised speech on the occasion 
of the purge of the town of Arsal on the border with 
Syria of al-Qaeda-linked al-Nusra Front (Jabhat al-Nus-
ra) terrorists.

In a statement on Thursday, the Lebanese resistance 
movement said its fighters had regained control over all 
areas in Arsal, which lies about 124 kilometers northeast 
of Beirut.

“I congratulate everyone on this major victory,” espe-
cially fighters who made it possible, Nasrallah said.

He said the fighters were backed by the Syrian army, 
adding that the next phase of the battle will take on the 
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) Takfiri 
terrorist group in the border areas between Lebanon 
and Syria.

Sending a clear warning to ISIL, the Hezbollah chief 
said that “for the first time” there is “national consensus” 
among the Lebanese nation that the terrorists’ annihila-
tion is “imminent.”

“You’ll lose this battle, you’ll be defeated,” he stated, 

adding that “the timing of this battle is in the hands of 
the Lebanese army.”

“Hezbollah would be in the service of the Lebanese 
army and we will help him in this battle,” Nasrallah add-
ed.

He also thanked Iran for its advisory support in the 
battle for Arsal.

Hezbollah says its fighters have regained control 

over all areas in Arsal and flushed all militants out of 
the region.

Hezbollah fighters and the Syrian army recently 
launched an offensive to drive out militants from their 
last stronghold in the border area between Lebanon 
and Syria.

The militants of al-Nusra Front, now known as Fateh 
al-Sham, withdrew following a series of consecutive de-
feats that forced them to agree to a ceasefire.

Under the truce deal, the Syrian government will 
shuttle the militants and their families to Idlib province 
and some other areas.

About 7,000 militants and members of their families 
left Arsal on Wednesday.

The Hezbollah chief hailed the role Damascus played 
in negotiations with militants and thanked the Syrian 
leadership for its efforts that helped strike the deal and 
release captives. Nasrallah said the United Nations and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
played no role in the Arsal operation.

He also underlined that “all liberated areas” would be 
handed over to the Lebanese army.

(Source: Press TV)

Pakistan’s new prime minister has called 
for an investigation into allegations that 
opposition politician Imran Khan har-
assed a former female member of his 
political party.

Shahid Abbasi on Friday backed 
moves to form a parliamentary com-
mittee to investigate the matter after a 
group of legislators raised the allegations 
in the house.

The scandal erupted on Tuesday af-
ter Ayesha Gulalai, a National Assembly 
member from the conservative Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, announced she 

was quitting Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party, alleging that he had no 
respect for women and had sent her ob-
scene text messages.

Khan, a former captain of Paki-
stan’s national cricket team, has de-
nied the allegations and accused the 
ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) of organizing a smear cam-
paign in the run-up to elections next 
year.

Gulalai announced in Islamabad that 
“Imran Khan’s list of sins is very long” and 
that she decided to speak out because 

she does not want to compromise her 
integrity.

Gulalai has not released any of the al-
leged text messages.

Abbasi told the National Assem-
bly on Friday that he wanted a spe-
cial panel to investigate the allega-
tions.

The accusations came just days after 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court disqualified the 
PML-N’s Nawaz Sharif, Khan’s long-time 
political rival, for lying on a wealth dec-
laration.

Khan held a rally of his supporters last 

weekend in the capital, Islamabad, to cel-
ebrate Sharif’s removal as prime minister.

The scandal has stirred a social-media 
storm and prompted a debate on sexual 
harassment in Pakistan. 

The backlash targeting Gulalai, in par-
ticular, has drawn criticism from wom-
en’s rights activists, who said the claims 
should be investigated rather than met 
with threats of violence.

Meanwhile, supporters of Khan on so-
cial media have accused the PML-N of 
using Gulalai to defame him.

(Source: agencies)

Kenya’s presidential candidates were at-
tempting to win over voters on Satur-
day, the final day of campaigning before 
Tuesday’s elections.

President Uhuru Kenyatta again faces 
longtime opposition leader Raila Odinga, 
the country’s former prime minister, in a 
narrowly contested vote which many fear 
could see violence.

Kenyatta is the son of Kenya’s first 
president; Odinga is the son of the coun-
try’s first vice president. 

The country’s 19.6 million eligible vot-
ers will also be selecting new MPs, gov-
ernors, and senators.

Recent elections have been contest-
ed and more than 1,000 people were 
killed in post-election violence a dec-
ade ago.

Some in the East African nation have 
left the capital because of the threat 
of chaos, while many plan to travel to 
their home regions elsewhere in Kenya 
to vote.

The torture and killing in recent days 
of a key election official in charge of the 
electronic voting system has some con-
cerned about the possibility of vote tam-
pering.

Meanwhile on Saturday, Kenya’s main 
opposition party said an American and 
a Canadian who were assisting its cam-
paign were taken from their homes on 
Friday and detained.

James Orengo, a senior member 
of the opposition National Super 

Alliance, said the detentions took 
place at around the same time that 
armed and masked police raided 
an opposition vote counting center, 
intimidating workers and seizing 
equipment.

A police official said immigration offi-
cials were holding the American and the 
Canadian at Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport in Nairobi, the AP news agency 
reported.

(Source: agencies)

Turkish military sends more munitions to 
Syrian border over alleged threats from YPG

The Turkish military has reinforced its 
presence in the other side of the barbed 
wire border with Syria amid perceived 
threats from the Kurdish People’s Protec-
tion Units (YPG/Yekîneyên Parastina Gel), 
a major component of the United States-
backed militiamen from the so-called 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).

Turkey deployed a six-vehicle con-
voy that included tanks and howitzers 
to the southern province of Kilis to be 
positioned across from the Kurdish-con-
trolled Syrian region of Afrin.

Turkey has been vehemently opposed 
to the YPG’s presence in northern Syria.

Ankara views the People’s Protection 
Units as the Syrian branch of the Kurdis-
tan Workers’ Party (PKK/Partiya Karkerên 
Kurdistanê) militant group, which has 
been fighting for an autonomous region 
inside Turkey since 1984.

On June 6, the SDF said it had launched 
an operation aimed at pushing the Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) 
terrorist group out of Raqqah.

The city of Raqqah, which lies on the 
northern bank of the Euphrates River, was 
overrun by the ISIL terrorists in March 
2013, and was proclaimed the center for 
most of the Takfiris’ administrative and 
control tasks the following year. 

Turkish officials have frequently voiced 
strong opposition to the involvement of 
the Kurdish People’s Protection Units in 
the U.S.-led offensive to retake Raqqah.

Speaking to reporters while on a visit 
to Montenegro on May 10, Turkish For-

eign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu stated 
that Washington knows Ankara’s position 
on the YPG very well so it should not take 
wrong steps in Syria.

The top Turkish diplomat added that 
the United States needed to distinguish 
between the YPG and their Arab allies in 
the SDF, and that the Arabs should be the 
ones to enter Raqqah.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan also set out Turkey’s objections at a 
White House meeting with his counter-
part Donald Trump in mid-May.

 Coalition hits Raqqah hospital 
with white phosphorus

Meantime, the U.S.-led coalition pur-

porting to be targeting ISIL in Syria is said 
to have hit the National Hospital in the 
northern city of Raqqah with internation-
ally-banned white phosphorus bombs.

Dina al-Asa’ad, who is the deputy di-
rector of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent’s 
branch in the city, said coalition war-
planes had struck the hospital on Thurs-
day, the country’s official Syrian Arab 
News Agency said.

She said the aircraft also released 
more than 20 apparently conventional 
shells against the facility, which hit its in-
terior, electricity generators, and ambu-
lances.

The facility, she said, catered to the 

needs of more than 100,000 patients.
Al-Asa’ad also blamed the coalition, 

which has been bombing Syria-based 
targets since 2014, and the U.S.-backed 
anti-Damascus so-called Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces for leading a “scorched 
earth” policy against the city, rather than 
trying to liberate it.

She said the coalition and the SDF 
had laid waste to all of the city’s schools, 
mosques, bakeries, its sugar factory, and 
governmental buildings.

 Coalition kills 30 civilians
Elsewhere, Syrian government sources 

said at least 30 people had been killed 
in the latest attacks by the coalition in 
Raqqah.

The latest toll brought to over 65 the 
total number of civilians killed by U.S. 
aerial raids on Raqqah since the begin-
ning of the week.

Separately, the Syrian army took con-
trol of the al-Madkhal neighborhood and 
Tantor Mountain in the city of al-Sukhnah 
in the central Syria Homs Province.

Backed by civil defense fighters, the 
army also made fresh gains in the south-
eastern Syria al-Suwayda Province near 
the Jordan-Syria borders, where it re-
captured the al-Dhubi’aiyah, Ber al-Ra-
fa’a, al-Hardiyah, and Wadi al-Sawt areas 
from the U.S.-backed forces, a military 
source said.

The operation, the source said, had 
killed and injured a large number of the 
anti-government forces.

(Source: Press TV) 

Kenya’s election: What is 
at stake for the region?
 8  over the past two years, al-Shabab has overrun three 
of AMISOM’s Forward Operating Bases (FOB): KDF FOB in 
Ceel Adde, Uganda’s FOB in Janaale, and Burundi’s FOB in 
Leego - all in South-Central Somalia.

AMISOM has plans to start withdrawing troops from 
Somalia in October 2018, with a scheduled full withdrawal 
completed by 2020, yet the AU mission is unlikely to leave if 
assessments still show that the nascent Somali National Army 
is incapable of taking control.

 Pacifying al-Shabab
Moreover, the mission still requires an extra 28,000 troops 

to pacify al-Shabab in the south-central regions of Jubaland 
and Hiiraan. KDF withdrawal under a new Odinga govern-
ment will severely affect the mission, creating a vacuum that 
will allow al-Shabab to re-group - endangering not only the 
progress made inside Somalia but also the security of Kenya 
and the stability of the wider region. In contrast, Kenyatta has 
urged regional leaders to deploy more troops and has called 
on the international community to help with the additional 
deployments. 

If Odinga wins the election, a regional diplomatic crisis may 
also be on the cards, with Somaliland, a semi-autonomous re-
gion that declared independence from Somalia, at center stage. 
During a question and answer session at Chatham House last 
autumn, Odinga voiced support for the region’s independence, 
stating that he was “a strong supporter of the full recognition 
of Somaliland”. As expected, his statement garnered a forceful 
rebuke from the Somali government. 

If an Odinga-led government recognizes Somaliland, Kenya 
would become the first country to do so. Such an action will 
undoubtedly wreak diplomatic havoc, not only causing Somalia 
to sever ties with Kenya, but also threatening the African Union, 
which considers the recognition of Somaliland as the beginning 
of a domino effect that could cause other distinct groups within 
the continent to also declare independence.

An Odinga administration could, however, bring some 
much-needed enthusiasm to the East African Community’s 
(EAC) integration efforts. Tanzania’s protectionist policies, 
which impose both tariff and non-tariff barriers, threaten the 
free flow of trade within the EAC. Tanzanian President John 
Magufuli has managed to upstage other regional leaders, 
including President Kenyatta, and increase the profile of his 
nation on the global stage. This led to interstate competi-
tion between the member states of the EAC and has worked 
against the goal of advancing the common regional interests. 
As a result, Kenya’s relations with Tanzania have been luke-
warm under the Kenyatta administration.

Unfortunately, this year’s vote has many of the same tell-
tale signs that marked the 2007 post-election violence.

In an effort to de-escalate the ongoing trade war between 
the two nations, Kenya and Tanzania reached an agreement 
last week to lift a ban with immediate effect on wheat flour, 
cigarettes, milk and milk products. However, despite this 
agreement, Tanzania made a U-turn a few days later and 
blocked 20 Kenyan companies, including Kenyatta’s Brook-
side Dairies, from accessing the Tanzanian market.

With the trade row now escalating, these recent devel-
opments add to an already tense relationship between the 
two leaders, and there is not much chance of an immediate 
improvement if Kenyatta wins another term in August.

However, Odinga and Magufuli enjoy a close personal re-
lationship, with Odinga recently being accorded something 
approaching a state visit by Magufuli. Perhaps with Odinga 
in office, Kenya’s relations with Tanzania will improve and the 
stalled EAC integration efforts will pick up steam.

 Political violence
Kenya has a long history of dealing with political violence: 

it occurred during the elections of 1992, 1997 and, most no-
tably, in 2007, when Odinga challenged the then incumbent 
President Mwai Kibaki.

Most polls and early results pointed to a strong lead for 
Odinga over Kibaki; the days that followed, however, saw 
Odinga’s lead quickly narrow. Three days after the election, 
in a closed-door meeting, the Electoral Commission of Ken-
ya announced Kibaki as the winner by less than a quarter 
of a million votes. The announcement triggered widespread 
protests across the country as Odinga’s supporters accused 
Kibaki of stealing the presidency. The protests quickly turned 
into the worst violence the country had witnessed since inde-
pendence - with more than 1,300 killed and 600,000 others 
displaced from their homes.

Unfortunately, this year’s vote has many of the same tell-
tale signs that marked the 2007 post-election violence. These 
include low public confidence in the Independent Electoral 
and Boundaries Commission, the appearance of a partisan 
judiciary, and a tightening race, with most opinion polls put-
ting the two candidates within the margin of error.

Supporters of both sides firmly believe their candidate will 
win - with many opposition supporters adamant that the only 
way they can lose is if votes are tampered with. Furthermore, 
during a recent presidential debate, Odinga said there would 
be no violence if the elections are conducted in a free and 
fair manner, adding uncertainty to an already tense situation. 
After the August 8 vote, if Odinga loses and does not either 
concede defeat or seek judicial recourse, a repeat of 2007’s 
political violence is a real possibility.

Unrest in Kenya will destabilize a region already facing myriad 
challenges. South Sudan, the youngest country in the block, is 
facing a civil war that broke out in 2013 and a catastrophic hu-
manitarian crisis. In Burundi, ongoing political unrest has killed 
hundreds of people and displaced hundreds of thousands more 
as the government cracks down on dissent and opposition. 

In Somalia, al-Shabab continues to wage a war against the 
newly inaugurated Somali government and poses a security 
threat to Kenya and other neighboring countries. If Kenya 
also succumbs to political violence, regional peace will be-
come a lot harder to achieve.

Economically, the inland EAC members, including Ugan-
da, Rwanda, and South Sudan, will suffer if a repeat of elec-
toral violence occurs, as they rely on Kenya’s Mombasa port 
and the Northern Corridor for imported goods.

Regardless of the electoral outcome, Kenya’s policies in 
the region or its political stability will undergo a tectonic shift 
and its trajectory will also shape the region.

(Source: Aljazeera)

Defiant Saudi Arabia defends planned execution of 14 Shias

Hezbollah chief hails victory of resistance fighters in Arsal

Ayesha Gulalai vs Imran Khan: Pakistan weighs probe

Kenyatta, Odinga campaign for votes ahead of Kenya’s presidential tight race
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PARIS (Reuters) — World record signing Neymar will be 
treated to a grand welcome ceremony at Paris St Germain›s 
stadium on Saturday but will sit out the French club›s Ligue 
1 opener after his transfer was not registered in time. 

PSG doubled the world record for a transfer fee this 
week when they agreed to pay 222 million euros ($261.32 
million) to lure the 25-year-old Brazilian forward from Bar-
celona on a five-year contract. 

Neymar had said at a media presentation on Friday 
that he hoped to take part in PSG›s opening league match 
against newly-promoted Amiens at the Parc des Princes. 

Despite training with his new teammates, who include 
fellow Brazilian Dani Alves, another former Barcelona star, 
Neymar will not play. 

PSG failed to meet a midnight deadline for a transfer 
certificate to be submitted to France›s professional foot-
ball league, the LFP, from Spain›s football authorities, a LFP 
spokeswoman said. 

The star will nonetheless be honored with a special 

pre-match event during which he will be presented to the 
45,000-capacity crowd. 

The Parc des Princes was opening its doors early for the 

event which included French DJ Martin Solveig entertaining 
supporters. 

The match will kick off at 15:15 GMT (11:15 a.m. ET). 
Saturday›s ceremony caps a marketing blitz by PSG, 

which on Friday sold 10,000 replica shirts printed with Ney-
mar›s name and registered 500,000 euros in merchandise 
sales, news channel BFM TV said. 

PSG president Nasser Al-Khelaifi told reporters on Fri-
day that the value of the club had risen by half a billion 
dollars since Neymar›s signing. 

The excitement of the Brazilian star›s arrival in Paris has 
spread to supporters of other clubs, with fans of Guingamp 
in Brittany rushing to buy tickets for PSG›s first away match 
scheduled for next weekend. 

Neymar›s arrival has raised hopes in France that Ligue 
1›s profile will be boosted, although PSG›s Qatari owners 
have also drawn criticism over Financial Fair Play rules cov-
ering European clubs. 

($1 = 0.8495 euros) 

Neymar to be feted in PSG stadium show, but miss league opener

Real Madrid star Cristiano Ronaldo may 
have opened the door to a transfer back 
to the Premier League after admitting he’d 
like to return to England during his court 
case over alleged tax fraud.

The former Manchester United man 
has been linked several times with a move 
back to Old Trafford, where he shone in 
the earlier part of his career between 2003 
and 2009.

Ronaldo is currently being investigated by 
Spanish tax authorities after a case was filed 
against him over unpaid taxes, though the 
player himself has insisted no wrongdoing on 
his part or on the part of his financial team.

Ronaldo, 32, says he never had such 
problems during his time in England, 
and that could be why he would look to 
move there again after finding himself 
in trouble in Spain.

‘In England I never had problems, that’s 
why I’d like to come back,’ he was quoted 
by Cadena SER.

‘I always taxed, always, in England and 
Spain, and I will always pay taxes, as you 
know, I can not hide anything, it would be 
ridiculous of me, I’m like an open book. 
Forbes magazine, for example, gets 
everything I earn.’

Ronaldo’s future seemed to be up in 
the air earlier this summer amid reports 
that he wanted out of Madrid, though 
those have since died down.

His team-mate Gareth Bale, however, 
could be on the market as Real look to spend 
big on the signing of Monaco striker Kylian 
Mbappe to replace him in their front three.

Ronaldo remains a vital part of Zinedine 
Zidane’s side, scoring 42 goals in 46 games 
last season, including a brace in the Cham-
pions League final victory over Juventus.

(Source: Metro)

Ronaldo says he’d like to return to 
England during tax fraud trial

LONDON (Reuters) — World Athlet-
ics Championships organizers rebuffed 
criticism from Usain Bolt about his start-
ing blocks in the 100 meters on Satur-
day, insisting they had been checked 
and were the same model used in Bei-
jing two years ago. 

Bolt, who will seek to finish his match-
less individual sprint career with a 100m 
gold medal in the London Stadium on 
Saturday night, was, unusually for him, 
highly critical of the blocks after his slug-
gish performance in Friday’s first round. 

“That was very bad,” he told reporters 
after recovering from a dismal start to win 
his heat in 10.07 seconds. 

“I stumbled a little bit coming out of 
my blocks. I’m not really a fan of these 
blocks. These are the worst blocks I have 
ever experienced. I have to get the start 
together as I can’t keep doing this.” 

Pressed on what exactly was wrong 
with them, he said: “It’s shaky. When 
I did my warm-up and pushed back, it 
fell back. It’s just not what I’m used to. 
It’s not as sturdy.” 

Asked for a response to the criticism, a 
spokesman for the world governing body, 
the IAAF, said: “The starting blocks here 

in London are exactly the same model as 
were used at the last world champion-
ships in Beijing. 

“The starting equipment including the 
blocks are checked after each session.” 

Bolt will run in the third semi-final on 
Saturday night, with the final to be staged 
two and a half hours later. 

He is seeking his fourth gold in the 
event, having won at every world cham-
pionships since 2009 apart from 2011 in 
Daegu when he was disqualified for a 
false start. 

IAAF rebuff Usain Bolt blocks 
criticism

South Africa’s Pistorius 
back in prison after 
spending night in hospital
JOHANNESBURG (Reuters) — Oscar Pistorius, the South Af-
rican Paralympic gold medalist serving a six-year jail term for 
murdering his girlfriend, is back in prison after spending a night 
hospital, a prison service spokesman said on Friday. 

Pistorius was taken to hos-
pital on Thursday after falling 
ill and was kept at the medical 
facility overnight for observa-
tion. 

«Oscar has been dis-
charged and is back in pris-
on,» correctional services de-
partment spokesman Logan 
Maistry said. 

Prison officials have not 
disclosed details about Pisto-
rius’s illness, but local media 
reports said he suffered chest 
pains and prison staff suspect-
ed a heart attack. 

Last August, Pistorius denied trying to kill himself after he was 
treated in hospital for wrist injuries. 

The athlete was sentenced to six years in prison in July last 
year after being found guilty of murdering his girlfriend, Reeva 
Steenkamp, on Valentine’s Day 2013. 

Barcelona ‘have to turn the 
page’ following Neymar 
exit - Valverde
Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde says the club must move on 
following the sale of Neymar to Paris Saint-Germain.

Neymar left Barca in a world-record transfer deal worth €222 
million and although Valverde wanted him to stay he insisted the 
future is bright.

“Everybody is free to choose their destiny,” Valverde said. “He 
has chosen his own and we wish him luck.

“We would have liked him to stay here, but we have to turn 
the page.

“You do not have to look behind but at what is in front, which 
is a lot. Some doors are closed, but others are also opened.”

Barcelona will play Chapecoense in the Joan Gamper Tro-
phy on Monday and then face Real Madrid over two legs in the 
Spanish Super Cup on Aug. 13 and 16.

(Source: ESPN)

Double Olympic champion 
wins first world title
Claressa Shields beat Nikki Adler to win the IBF and WBC su-
per-middleweight belts in her first title fight since turning pro-

fessional.
The 22-year-old American 

won by a technical knockout 
after the fight was stopped in 
the fifth round in Detroit.

Shields is already a double 
Olympic champion after pick-
ing up gold medals at London 
2012 and Rio 2016.

She turned professional in 
November after winning 77 
fights and losing only one as 
an amateur.

Adler, from Germany, was 
previously undefeated in 16 
fights but was undone by 

Shields in just her fourth pro fight.
(Source: BBC)

Kylian Mbappe ‘needs to 
move for sporting reasons’ 
- Vadim Vasilyev
Kylian Mbappe has not asked to leave Monaco, according 
to the club’s vice president Vadim Vasilyev, who says the 
18-year-old striker “needs to move for sporting reasons.”

Mbappe has been linked with Real Madrid, Manchester 
City and most recently Bar-
celona, but played for Mo-
naco in their opening fixture 
of the Ligue 1 season on Fri-
day night.

Speaking to reporters 
after that game, Vasilyev ap-
peared to admit the player is 
likely to leave this summer.

“Mbappe will make the 
right decision,” he said. “He 
has never expressed a wish 
to leave us. We are, however, 
in conversation with him and 
contrary to what you may 
have seen in the press, it is 

not simply a case of money. It’s more complicated than that. 
The player needs to move for the sake of sporting reasons.”

Meanwhile, the injury which forced Mbappe out of Mo-
naco’s 3-2 win against Toulouse on Friday will not keep the 
player out for long.

“It’s nothing serious,” Monaco coach Leonardo Jardim told 
his postmatch news conference. “In two or three days it will 
be better.”

(Source: Soccernet)

LONDON (Reuters) — Mo Farah launched the World 
Athletics Championships in scintillating fashion on Friday 
with another consummate 10,000 meters triumph that 
further embellished his claim to being the greatest 
distance racer in the sport’s history. 

With 55,000 of his home fans roaring their support 
at the London Stadium, the 34-year-old Briton sprinted 
away with his 10th consecutive gold medal in a global 
track final, a dazzling sequence that ranks among the 
greatest feats in sport. 

Farah survived being clipped twice from behind in 
the final lap, nearly tripping over and being forced to 
take a step off the track, and he ended with cuts and 
bruises to his “bad legs” that needed treatment. 

Yet still he was able to unleash one more trademark 
burst down the home straight to speed away from 
Uganda’s Joshua Cheptegei and Kenya’s Paul Tanui. 

The Briton clocked 26 minutes 49.51 seconds, the 
world’s fastest time in 2017, in what proved perhaps 
the hardest-earned of all his magnificent triumphs 
as he protected his six-year unbeaten streak in major 
championships. 

Silver medalist Cheptegei, just 20, clocked a lifetime 
best 26:49.94, chasing Farah all the way to the line, and 
Tanui 26:50.60. 

Yet, five years to the very night when he won the 
25-lap title at his home Olympics on “Super Saturday” 
in the same London Stadium, Farah had still not lost that 
invincible aura, clocking a searing 55.63 seconds for the 
last lap in spite of his stumbles. 

It was the perfect way for him to begin his final 

championship as a track runner before he turns his 
attentions to the roads as a marathon man. 

“What a way to end my career in London. It’s special,” 
Farah said, after hugging his children on the track. 

“It was one of the toughest races of my life. With one 
lap to go I nearly get tripped, twice, that was hard. But I 
just had to be mentally stronger and think I didn’t work 
this hard for nothing.” 

After an epic test in which the powerful Kenyan and 
Ugandan athletes combined with mid-race bursts to test 
Farah’s resolve more fiercely than ever before, the Briton 
had to show remarkable composure on the final lap. 

Twice as he led straight after the bell while still closely 
pursued by four hunters, Farah was clipped. The first 
time, his heel was caught by Tanui and on the second 
bend, the same Kenyan brushed his arm, sending Farah 
off balance so that he took one step into the infield. 

Yet despite momentarily losing his rhythm, the 
champion regrouped to take control on the back 
straight and he scorched off the final bend to forge clear 
and take his third successive world 10,000m title by a 
couple of meters. 

It was the fastest he had run in any of his five global 
10,000m victories by more than 11 seconds. 

Still, though, he has only done half the job with the 
5,000 meters to come next week and the prospect of 
completing a fifth straight 5,000/10,000 distance double 
in global championships. 

Whether the battering he took will affect his hopes 
remains to be seen but the race certainly took a toll, as 
he reckoned the second incident involving Tanui with 

about 300 meters left had hurt him. 
“I’ve got such long strides that I got caught and at 

that point I was just trying to stand up and think ‘I can’t 
go down, I can’t go down’,” he said. 

 HOME TRIUMPH 
The 16th edition of the Championships could not 

have been set up more ideally for Britain to celebrate 
a home triumph in the first medal event and Farah, as 
ever, did not disappoint his legion of fans. 

After he crossed the line, he swore that the noise 
in the stadium matched the incredible din of his 2012 
tours de force when he won the 10,000m and 5,000m 
here. 

Down the years, his main opponents from Kenya have 
tried in vain to upset Farah’s equilibrium, sometimes 
working in teams and varying their pace and tactics 
but the master racer always has an answer in the sprint 
denouement. 

A couple of blistering 61-second laps were thrown 
in to try to shake him but Farah’s composure never 
wavered as he moved up the field to join the leaders 
and gestured to the crowd to turn up the volume. 

“I just wanted to play with the guys’ heads,” he said. 
He will have the chance to play with their heads on 

the track one more time in the 5,000 meters, the heats 
of which are on Wednesday. 

“I did actually hurt my leg but I’m going to see the 
doctor now and take care of it - a few stitches, maybe,” 
Farah said with a smile which suggested he is not about 
to have his incredible sequence ended in his final 
championship track race. 

Brilliant Farah maintains 
domination with epic 10,000m win
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Iran condemns soccer 
players for match with 
Israeli team
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s soccer federation condemned 
two Iranians who play for a Greek team on Friday for par-
ticipating in a match against an Israeli team, Iranian media 
reported.

The federation “strongly condemns” the participation of 
Masoud Shojaei and Ehsan Hajsafi in a match for Greece’s 
Panionios against Israel’s Maccabi Tel Aviv in Greece.

Maccabi won the UEFA 
Europa League match 1-0.

The federation said it is 
reviewing the case and will 
make a final decision after 
speaking with both players 
who in the past have also 
played for the national soc-
cer team. Fars reported that 
the two may now be banned 
from playing on that team 
again.

At a previous match 
against Maccabi in Tel Aviv, 
both refused to play.

The last competition be-
tween Iranian and Israeli sportsmen on the international level 
dates back to a wrestling match in 1983 in Kiev, Ukraine. 

Iran does not recognize Israel. 

World Junior Water Polo 
Championships: Iran suffer 
heavy defeat against Russia

Iran lost to Russia 19-2 in Group A of the 19th 
edition of the FINA World Men’s Junior Water 

Polo Championships on Saturday. 
Greece opened the championship with a 26-1 margin 

over Puerto Rico in the group. 
Aleksandar Ciric’s boys will face powerhouse Greece on 

Sunday. 
The 19th edition of the Fina World Men’s Junior Water Polo 

Championships is taking place in Belgrade, Serbia, from August 
5-20, 2017, gathering 20 teams from the five continents, an in-
crease of two teams since the previous edition two years ago in 
Almaty (KAZ), where 18 teams battled it out for the crown.

Iran wins three medals at 
World Para Athletics Junior 
Championships
Iranian representatives claimed three medals in the Not-
twil 2017 World Para Athletics Junior Championships in 
Switzerland.

Mohammadhassan Mirzaei won the gold medal in discus 
F57 with a throw of 25.97m.

Baharvand won a sil-
ver medal in F36 Shot Put, 
throwing 11.01m.

Shimbo Yamato from Ja-
pan won the gold medal 
with a throw of 11.98m.

Lukasz Czamecki from Po-
land won the bronze medal.  

Iran´s Ashkan Cheraghi 
won the bronze medal with 
8.65m in the men´s shot put 
F35-38

Rio 2016 silver medalist 
Lucumi from Colombia won 
the gold medal thanks to an 11.59 throw, finishing ahead of 
Mexico´s Rodrigo de la Torre Huerta (9.68).

The first World Para Athletics Junior Championships got 
underway on Thursday (3 August), with 275 athletes and 
11 guide runners from 41 National Paralympic Committees 
(NPCs) competing on one of the world’s best tracks in Not-
twil, Switzerland.

Iran participated in the event with 24 athletes.
(Source: Tasnim)

Iranian climber dies in 
Kyrgyzstan 
One of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s most adventurous 
climbers, Alireza Boroujerdi Karimi, has succumbed to 
altitude sickness during a climb on Lenin Peak, or Ibn 
Sina (Avicenna) Peak, on the border between Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan.

Boroujerdi Karimi, who was a member of the five-strong 
Varamin mountaineering team, suffered the condition due to 
a lack of supplementary oxygen, and eventually lost his life, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Mountaineering & Sport Climbing 
Federation reported.

His teammates and Russian mountain guides could recov-
er his body after a while. The corpse has reportedly been 
transported to the Kyrgyz capital city of Bishkek to be flown 
back to Tehran.

Altitude sickness, also known as acute mountain sickness 
(AMS), is caused by acute exposure to low partial pressure of 
oxygen at high altitude.

Minor AMS symptoms such as breathlessness may occur 
at altitudes of 1,500 meters (5,000 feet), but it commonly 
happens above 2,400 meters (8,000 feet).

Lenin Peak rises to 7,134 meters (23,406 feet). Hundreds 
of climbers make their way to the summit every year.

(Source: Press TV)

Riyad Mahrez has told Sky Sports he 
wants to open discussions with Roma 
about a move but he is unable to do so 
until Leicester accept an offer for him.

Reports suggest Leicester value the 
26-year-old winger at £50 million, but as 
yet nobody has met that price.

Mahrez asked for a transfer at the 
end of last season, and with the transfer 
window closing at the end of the month 
time is running out for him to secure a 
move.

“I know Roma came in, but nothing 
was accepted so there is little I can do. 

They are a great club who I would like to 
talk to but I can’t until Leicester accept a 
deal,” he said.

“Leicester know my thoughts, but I will 
continue to give my best for the club as 
I always have.

“Clearly, it is flattering whenever 

you get linked with any big clubs, 
but as it stands, I have not talked 
to anyone as nobody has had a bid 
accepted but we nearly have a month 
left of the transfer window so we will 
see what happens.”

(Source: Soccernet)

Leicester’s Riyad Mahrez ‘would like to talk to’ Roma about transfer

LONDON (Reuters) — Brazil should be given more 
time to deliver infrastructure promised as its Rio 
Olympics legacy, the head of the International Olympic 
Committee said on Friday. 

Thomas Bach said Brazil’s economic crisis was one 
factor weighing on progress and avoided criticizing the 
situation in Rio where many venues sit idle and a new 
metro line does not extend to the main Olympic Park. 

“You have to take into account the extremely difficult 
situation in Brazil which is the worst crisis this country 
has ever gone through,” Bach told reporters. 

“In such a situation, not all the legacy plans are 
coming to fruition ... in the time they were planned for. “ 

Speaking in London, Bach pointed out that the British 

capital’s Olympic park was closed for a year after the 
2012 Games. 

“We have to be fair there with the Brazilians,” he said. 
“After the games here in London the park was 

closed ... to do the refurbishments and to make the 
adaptations.” 

“You have to give this opportunity to Rio 2016 and, 
given the very difficult circumstances, give them an 
extension of this time because, maybe in this emergency 
situation, they have other priorities,” he said. 

A report published by Brazil’s federal agency for 
Olympic legacy (AGLO) in June said the cost of the 
Games had risen to 43.3 billion reais ($13.86 billion), 
around 14.5 billion reais more than originally planned. 

Persepolis football team defeated Tractor Sazi 2-1 in Week 
2 of Iran Professional League on Thursday evening.

In a match held at Tabriz’s Yadegar-e Emam Stadium, 
Godwin Mensha scored for Persepolis from a set piece 
in the 15th minute. With three minutes left in the first 
half, Farzad Hatami equalized the match.

Substitute Kamal Kamyabinia scored the winner in 
the 68th minute.

In Tehran, Saipa defeated Sanat Naft 3-2, Foolad was 
held to a 1-1 draw by Naft Tehran and newly-promoted 
Sepidrood Rasht lost to Siah Jamegan 2-1.

On Friday, Zob Ahan will host Gostaresh Foolad, Es-
teghlal meet Esteghlal Khuzestan, Pars Jonoubi Jam face 
Paykan and Padideh play Sepahan.

On Friday, Esteghlal were held to a goalless draw by 
Esteghlal Khuzestan in Tehran. 

Esteghlal, who had lost to Sanat Naft Abadan 1-0 
in their IPL opening match, created several chances at 
the Azadi Stadium but the team’s strikers lacked the 
cutting edge.

In Mashhad, Padideh defeated Sepahan 4-0, Zob 
Ahan beat Gostaresh Foolad 3-0 and newly-promoted 
Pars Jonoubi defeated Paykan 3-2.

(Source: Tasnim)

Give Brazil more time to secure Rio legacy: IOC head

Persepolis beat Tractor Sazi in IPL Week 2

S P O R T S
d e s k

International Basketball Federation says that 
Iran remain very strong favorites to top their 
group at the 2017 FIBA Asia Cup. 

The competition will be held in Beirut, 
Lebanon from August 8 to 20. The Iranian 
national team have been drawn along with 
India, Syria and Jordan in Group A.

Team Melli will bring an imposing, 
experienced and highly skilled frontline 
to Beirut that’s led by maybe the most 
intimidating player in the tournament, Hamed 
Haddadi. The one-time CBA champion 
center may not be 100% when he plays at 
the Asia Cup, but playing alongside him are 
veterans Arsalan Kazemi, Oshin Sahakian 
and Rouzbeh Arghavan.

 All three are strong and relentless inside 
operators, and they give coach Mehran 
Hatami a terrific rotation at the 4 and 5 
positions, FIBA.org reported.

Iran finished a “disappointing” third place 
in 2015 - disappointing because they have 
been so synonymous and used to success 
at the continental level. For the first time 
in a decade, though, Team Melli will be 
without icons Samad Nikkhah Bahrami and 
Mahdi Kamrani, and this is a sign of the new 
generation beginning to take over for the 
national team.

This entire competition is going to be 
a big test for Iran, but at least for the first 
round, they remain very strong favorites to 
top their group.

(Source: FIBA)

Iran favorites to top their 
group at FIBA Asian Cup

Former South Korea striker Park Ji-
sung believes that they will qualify for 
the 2018 World Cup after defeating 
Iran and collecting a draw against Uz-
bekistan.

South Korea will play already-quali-
fied Iran at home, Aug. 31, and an away 
match against Uzbekistan, Sept. 5.

The team currently rank second with 
13 points in Group A. For automatic 
qualification for next year’s World Cup, 
the team needs to have at least one win 
and one draw in its remaining matches.

“I think the fact that the Korean na-
tional football team have to play against 

strong teams is more positive for Korea. 
Players will have extra motivation and 
this will have a positive effect on them,” 
the former Manchester United forward 
told Korea Times.

“It is fortunate that the team play 
Iran at home but we are not good 
against Uzbekistan in an away match. 
(Korea’s last win against Uzbekistan in 
an away match was in October, 1997.) I 
think Korea can make World Cup after 
defeating Iran at home and collecting a 
draw against Uzbekistan,” Park Ji-sung 
concluded.

(Source: Korea Times)

Korea will defeat Iran in World Cup 
Qualifier: Park Ji-sung

West Bromwich Albion squad should 
consider a move for Heerenveen hit-
man Reza Ghoochannejhad.

The Iranian international striker en-
joyed a wonderfully successful cam-
paign in the Eredivisise last season.

The 29-year-old striker banged in 22 
goals in 37 outings for the Dutch side 
last term, showcasing his clinical nature 
on a consistent basis, HITC wrote.

Ghoochannejhad already has expe-
rience of playing in England too, after 
spending a two year spell with Charlton 
earlier on in his career, so he will be well 
used to the robust nature of the game.

Standing at 5ft 10in, and quick along 
the ground, the Iranian would be ide-
al for the Baggies. He possesses all of 
the attributes which would make him 
the ideal strike partner for Jay Rodri-
guez, and his presence at the Haw-
thorns would provide Tony Pulis (West 
Brom coach) with the opportunity to 
play with two up front, which would in 
turn make them less predictable to play 
against.

The 37-capped Iran international 
forward could be the perfect man for 
the job.

(Source: HITC)

West Bromwich Albion should consider 
a move for Ghoochannejhad



Tehran museum opens 
story section

Iranian cultural delegation to attend 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony

NEW YORK (Reuters) — The unaired 
fourth episode of the new season of 
HBO’s hit series “Game of Thrones” has 
been leaked online, the premium chan-
nel’s distribution partner Star India said 
on Friday.

“We take this breach very seriously and 
have immediately initiated forensic inves-

tigations at our and the technology part-
ner ’s end to swiftly determine the cause. 
This is a grave issue and we are taking 
appropriate legal remedial action” a Star 
India spokesperson said in a statement.

Star India is a subsidiary of Twen-
ty-First Century Fox Inc.

The leak of the episode, titled “The 

Spoils of War”, was separate from a hack 
on HBO that was disclosed earlier this 
week, HBO said in a statement. In that 
incident, the company’s chairman, Rich-
ard Plepler, told employees in a Monday 
email seen by Reuters that the hackers 
had stolen “proprietary information,” in-
cluding some programming.

Entertainment Weekly reported on 
Monday that hackers stole 1.5 terrabytes 
of data, including two unaired episodes of 
the “Game of Thrones” series.

HBO is owned by Time Warner Inc, 
which is waiting for regulatory approval 
to sell itself to AT&T Inc in a $85.4 billion 
deal.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Will Smith gate-crashing a 
wedding party or John Legend and Alicia Keys serenading 
a woman at a launderette are just some of the reasons 
Apple Inc hopes viewers will pay for Apple Music as it 
launches new show “Carpool Karaoke: The Series.”

Following the June launch of “Planet of the Apps”, 
Apple’s second premium video series will debut on Aug. 
8, with hopes that a recognizable show and slew of 
A-list celebrities will help the world’s largest technology 
company stand out in a saturated television market.

“It’s about the artist and the songs that are being 
sung, just to get a little behind-the-scenes of their 
personalities and some of their thoughts,” Eddy Cue, 
Apple’s senior vice president of internet software and 
services, told Reuters.

“It fits very, very nicely within Apple Music,” he added.
Apple’s “Carpool Karaoke” is based on the popular 

segment from CBS’ “The Late, Late Show with James 
Corden”, in which Corden joins guests such as Adele in 
sing-a-longs while driving.

Apple Music, which costs $9.99 a month for an 
individual membership and has 27 million subscribers, 
will release two “Carpool” episodes weekly except for the 
premiere and finale, released as standalone episodes, of 
the 20-part series.

Apple’s deep pockets piqued Hollywood’s attention as 
it entered the original programming race and poached 
two Sony Pictures Television executives.

Cue said “Planet of the Apps”, where app developers 
pitch to celebrity mentors, had led to new customers 
signing up for free three-month Apple Music trials, 
and he hoped “Carpool Karaoke” will continue to draw 
subscribers.

“With ‘Planet of the Apps,’ we had to educate people 
about what it was ... with ‘Carpool,’ most people know 
what it is,” Cue said.

For those who signed up to Apple Music in June, the 
“Carpool Karaoke” series may sway them to convert to a 
paying membership.

The premiere features Corden and actor-singer Smith 
singing Smith’s hits and surprising star-struck guests at 
a wedding party. Other pairings include comedian Billy 
Eichner with Metallica, Miley Cyrus with her family and 
“The Daily Show” host Trevor Noah with singer Shakira.

Corden, who appears in some episodes of Apple’s 
“Carpool Karaoke,” said partnering with the technology 
company was a “no-brainer.” The series offered an 
opportunity to include celebrities that he said had asked 
to do the segment on “The Late, Late Show.”

“We really wanted to try and keep (‘Carpool Karaoke’) 
in that rarefied air,” Corden said.

“We started thinking if all of these names are desperate 
to do it, I wonder if there’s a world in which we could 
find a sister show for it that lives somewhere else, not on 
network television.”

Apple is competing in a crowded field against 
companies including Amazon.com Inc and Netflix Inc 
shelling out billions of dollars a year to stream dramas 
and comedies.

The rising costs of producing video content is 
“concerning,” Cue said, but he added that there’s an 
“incredible wealth of talent and opportunity.”

“It’s easier to create content than it has ever been,” 
he said.

TEHRAN — A 
delegation of Iranian 

cultural figures has arrived in Hiroshima 
to attend the Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Ceremony. 

The ceremony is held annually on 
August 6 to commemorate the anniversary 
of the tragedy of the U.S. atomic attack on 
the Japanese city.

Filmmakers Kamal Tabrizi and 
Mohammadreza Kheradmandan, 
actresses Fatemeh Motamed-Arya and 
Merila Zarei, documentarian Siavash 
Sarmadi, writer Habib Ahmadzadeh, and 
the head of the board of directors at the 
Tehran Peace Museum, Mohammadreza 
Sorush, are among the Iranian participants, 
the Persian service of FNA reported on 
Saturday.

The Iranian delegation along with 
thousands of Japanese citizens and 
foreign diplomats will commemorate the 
victims of the tragedy.

The 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war is 
scheduled to be discussed at meetings 
with the survivors of the attack.

The cineastes will attend the screenings 
of some Iranian movies in Hiroshima and 
Tokyo on the sidelines of their visit to Japan. 

The films will first be screened in 
Hiroshima on August 6 and 7. The movies 
will then be shown in Tokyo on August 8 
and 9. 

“Mazar-i-Sharif” by Abdolhassan 
Barzideh, “Muhammad (S), the Messenger 
of God” by Majid Majidi, “Taj Mahal” by 
Danesh Eqbashavi and “Lizard” by Kamal 
Tabrizi are among the movies.

TEHRAN — Veteran 
translator Najaf Dar-

yabandari who is also the writer of a 
bestselling cookbook has been hon-
ored as a Living Human Treasure in 
the category of cuisine.

His name was listed among Iran’s 
Bearers of Intangible Cultural Her-
itage, Farhad Nazari, an official of 
the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO) 
announced in a press release on 
Wednesday.

“Daryabandari is among the writ-
ers and translators, which have their 
own special styles and their works ap-
peal to all people,” Nazari said.

Daryabandari, 88, won the honor 
for “From Garlic to Onion”, a cook-
book that he authored with the help 
of his wife Fahimeh Rastkar, an actress 
and dubber who died in November 
2012. 

He also is the translator of Ernst 
Hemingway’s “A Farewell to Arms” 
and “The Old Man and the Sea”, Wil-
liam Faulkner ’s “A Rose for Emily” and 
“As I Lay Dying”.

He has also rendered Bertrand 
Russell’s “A History of Western Philos-
ophy” and “Power ” into Persian.

TEHRAN — The 
Malek National 

Library and Museum Institution has 
opened a new section dedicated to 
showcasing documents about the 
history of story writing in Iran and a 
large number manuscripts of Persian 
stories.

The section named “Hezardastan” 
was inaugurated on Thursday during 
a ceremony attended by large number 
of academics and cultural figures, 
including children’s writer Hushang 
Moradi Kermani, the museum 
announced.

This is Iran’s first museum dedicates 

a hall for the history of story writing in 
the country.

Rare copies of “Khamseh” 
composed by Nezami Ganjavi (c. 
1141-1209 CE), animal fable “Kalila 
and Dimna”, Persian poet Sadi’s Bustan 
(The Orchard) and Gulistan (The Rose 
Garden) are on show at the section.

In addition, the museum also 
opened a new hall for displaying a 
collection of 500 rare stamps from 
Iran and other countries.

Located in the vicinity of Bagh-e 
Melli, the Malek Museum is affiliated 
with the Astan-e Qods Razavi Museum 
and Library in Mashhad.
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Writer Najaf Daryabandari honored 
as Living Human Treasure

Painting
 A collection of paintings by Ferial Taqaddos is on display in 

an exhibition at Negar Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “Nature, Hu-

man, History” will be running until 
August 9 at the gallery located at 33 
Delaram Alley, East Roshanai St. in 
the Qeitarieh neighborhood.

 An exhibition of paintings by 
Saman Farhangi is underway at Did 
Gallery.

The exhibit named “Variance” 
will run until August 13 at the gal-
lery located at No. 18 West 19 St. off 
Ettehad St. in the Tehran Pars neigh-
borhood.

 Paintings by Samaneh Qasemi, Hana Shahravan, Nastaran 
Amini and Maryam Mohsenian are 
on display in an exhibition at Jinus 
Gallery.

The exhibit will be running until 
August 8 at the gallery that can be 
found at 21 Fatemei St., off Vali-e Asr 
Ave.

Photo
 Photos by Mehran Moqimi are 

on display in an exhibition at Iran-
shahr Gallery.

The exhibit entitled “On Land-
scape” runs until August 15 at the 
gallery located at 69 Sepand St., off 
Karim Khan Ave.

Calligraphy
 Aliha Gallery is hosting an 

exhibition of calligraphy works by 
Azam Hobbi, Sanaz Taqipur, Fa-
himeh Ariadust, Asra Yazdani and 
Zahra Hosseinzadeh.

The exhibition titled “My Being” 
will be running until August 11 at the 

gallery located at 31 Ramezanian Alley, Mahurzadeh St., Shariati 
St.
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Apple Music banks on ‘Carpool Karaoke’ fans paying for star pairings

“A Tale of Love” wins award 
at Asia-Pacific Film Festival

TEHRAN — Mohammad Aladpush has won 
the award for best cinematographer at the 

57th edition of the Asia-Pacific Film Festival (APFF) for his collab-
oration in Iranian director Ahmad Ramezanzadeh’s debut film 
“A Tale of Love”, Iran’s Farabi Cinema Foundation announced on 
Saturday.

Starring Bahram Radan 
and Shilan Rahmani, the story 
of the movie is set in the af-
termath of the Iraqi chemical 
weapons attack on Halabja 
in Iraqi Kurdistan in 1988. It is 
based on a real-life story about 
an Iranian photographer who 
meets a woman while he was 
trying to help victims.

“The Unnamed” by Tauquir 
Ahmed from Bangladesh won 
the best film award at the fes-
tival, which was held in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia from July 28 
to 30.

This photo shows a rare manuscript on display in Hezardastan Hall of the 
Malek National Library and Museum Institution. 

A delegation of Iranian cultural figures and some organizers of the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony pose for a photo.

Talk show host James Corden (L) and LeBron James 
are shown during the taping of a new episode of 
“Carpool Karaoke: The Series”, available on Apple 
Music beginning August 2017  ,8, in this undated 
handout photo provided August 2017  ,3. (Courtesy 
Apple Music/Handout via Reuters)

Writer Najaf Daryabandari in an undated photo (ISNA/Mehdi Qasemi)

New “Game of Thrones” episode leaks online through HBO partner

Hong Kong festival 
to wrap up with “24 Frames”

TEHRAN — The Hong Kong 2017 Summer 
International Film Festival will come to an end by 

a screening of Iranian filmmaker 
Abbas Kiarostami’s last experi-
mental movie “24 Frames” on 
August 29.

Kiarostami completed “24 
Frames” months before his death 
in July 2016. “It began with mus-
ings on epochal paintings and 
evolved with the photographs I 
had taken over the years,” Kiaro-
stami once said about his film.

The festival is scheduled to 
open with “Paradox” by Hong 
Kong’s prominent director Wilson 
Yip on August 15.

About forty new and classic 
films from several countries are scheduled to go on screen at the 
festival.
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