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British police
make arrest over
London train attack

British police made their first arrest Saturday over
the bombing of a London underground train, de-
taining a man at the country’s main ferry port and
describing the development as significant.

Thirty people were treated in hospital after the
bomb detonated in a packed train carriage on Fri-
day morning, in what was Britain’s fifth terror at-
tack in six months, AFP reported.

The improvised explosive device failed to deto-
nate fully, according to media reports, but the blast
inflicted flash burns on passengers while others
fled in panic.

Police in the southern port area of Dover said an
18-year-old man had been detained and he is due
to be transferred to custody in London.

“This arrest will lead to more activity from our
officers,” they said in a statement, outlining that
the teenager was being held under anti-terror leg-
islation.

Friday’s incident — claimed by the Daesh terror
group — led to the national threat level being raised
to critical — meaning another attack could be im-
minent.

Prime Minister Theresa May announced late
Friday that troops — 1,000 were deployed — would
take on responsibility for guarding key sites, in-
cluding nuclear facilities, to free up police.

In a statement, anti-terrorism chief Mark Row-
ley said officers were “chasing down suspects.”

“Somebody has planted this improvised ex-
plosive device on the Tube. We have to be open-
minded at this stage about him and potential asso-
ciates,” he said.

The critical alert terror warning was last used af-
ter the deadly suicide attack at Manchester Arena,
also claimed by Daesh, in May.

British media reported that the bomb had a tim-
er that it had failed to properly detonate.

Police said that they would not release any more
details on the man arrested at this stage because of
“strong investigative reasons.”

Police officers are being deployed on the trans-
port network and on the street across Britain.

Victims were treated in hospital although health
authorities said none were in a serious life-threat-
ening condition.

Only three remained in care on Saturday morn-
ing.
The area around Parsons Green station —a quiet
and wealthy residential district, filled with chic ca-
fes —was evacuated for most of the day.

Four previous attacks in London and Manches-
ter this year claimed the lives of 35 people.

Three of those attacks involved a vehicle
ploughing into pedestrians.

Rouhani urges EU to press
US to abide by JCPOA

on the European Union to remain fully
committed to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) and compel the
US to live up to its commitments under the  sage.
nuclear agreement by sending a “decisive
message.”
“We expect the European Union, firstly,
to carry out the JCPOA deal completely

I ranian President Hassan Rouhani called

Police, protesters clash
in St. Louis after ex-cop acquitted
of murdering black man

US police fired tear gas and rubber bullets during clashes with pro-
testers in St. Louis early on Saturday after a white former policeman
was acquitted of murdering a black man.

A peaceful rally over Friday’s not guilty verdict turned violent af-
ter police confronted a small group of demonstrators — three years
after the shooting of another black man in the nearby suburb of Fer-
guson stirred nationwide anger and debate, Reuters wrote.

Officers fired tear gas as people broke windows at a library and
two restaurants and threw bricks and water bottles at officers. Protest-
ers also threw rocks and paint at the home of St. Louis Mayor Lyda
Krewson, said Acting Police Commissioner Lawrence O’Toole.

Nine city officers and a state trooper were injured and at least 23
people were taken into custody, he said.

REUTERS

Former city policeman Jason Stockley, 36, was found not guilty of
the first-degree murder of Anthony Lamar Smith, 24, shot to death on
Dec. 20, 2011.

After the ruling, around 600 protesters marched from the court-
house through downtown St. Louis, chanting “No justice, no peace™
and “Hey hey! Ho ho! These killer cops have got to go!” Some held
“Black Lives Matter” signs.

Smith was shot five times in his car after trying to flee Stockley
and his partner, following an alleged drug deal, authorities said.

Prosecutors said that during the pursuit, Stockley could be heard
saying on an internal police car video he was going to kill Smith.

At Stockley’s direction, his partner, who was driving, slammed the
police cruiser into Smith’s vehicle and they came to a stop. Stockley
then approached Smith’s car and opened fire with his service weap-
on, court documents said. The former policeman believed Smith was
armed, defense attorneys said, and a gun was found in the car. But
prosecutors argued Stockley planted the weapon and that the gun had
only Stockley’s DNA on it.

and, secondly, to press the US to honor its
commitments under the deal,” President
Rouhani said on Saturday, stressing that
Washington should be given a strong mes-

He made the comments in a meeting with
President of the Belgian Chamber of Rep-
resentatives Siegfried Bracke in Tehran,
Tasnim News Agency reported.

president.ir

According to the International Atomic
Energy Agency reports, Iran has fully hon-
ored its commitments under the JCPOA,
the nuclear accord between Tehran and
six world powers (the US, Britain, France
Russia, China and Germany), the president
added, saying that all other parties to the
deal should also fulfill their undertakings.

Continued on Page 2

North Korea seeks
military ‘equilibrium’ with US

AFP

North Korea said Saturday it was seeking military “equilibrium”
with the United States as leader Kim Jong-un vowed to complete
Pyongyang’s nuclear program.

North Korea successfully fired a Hwasong-12 intermediate-
range ballistic missile over Japan on Friday, responding to a new
round of UN sanctions over its sixth nuclear test with its furthest-
ever missile flight, AFP reported.

“Our final goal is to establish the equilibrium of real force with
the US and make the US rulers dare not talk about military option
for the DPRK,” Kim said, according to the official Korean Central
News Agency.

Kim said the country was close to the goal of completing its
nuclear ambitions and should use all power at its disposal to fin-
ish the task, saying it had “nearly reached the terminal,” KCNA
reported.

The young leader said Friday’s launch had increased the
North’s “combat power of the nuclear force.”

“We should clearly show the big power chauvinists how our
state attains the goal of completing its nuclear force despite their
limitless sanctions and blockade,” Kim said, according to KCNA.

The UN Security Council condemned Friday’s launch as “high-
ly provocative” and US President Donald Trump scheduled talks
with the leaders of Japan and South Korea to address the crisis.

The North’s previous missile launch, a Hwasong-12 IRBM just
over two weeks ago, also overflew Japan’s main islands and was
the first to do so for years. Russian President Vladimir Putin and
his French counterpart Emmanuel Macron jointly appealed for
talks with North Korea, saying this was the only way to resolve
tensions over its nuclear program.

Russia and China, North Korea’s main ally, on Monday backed
a US-drafted resolution at the Security Council to impose fresh
sanctions on Pyongyang — but they maintain that dialogue is the
key to defuse the crisis.

South Korea
plans to import
Iranian LNG

State-run Korea Gas Corp. (KOGAS), the world’s
second-largest single buyer of liquefied natural
gas (LNG), said it plans to import natural gas
from Iran as well as explore opportunities to ac-
quire stakes in gas fields in the country.

AKOGAS official said the company was looking
to diversify its import sources as supply contracts
with Qatar and Oman were set to expire by 2015,
Press TV reported.

“Iran is rich in natural gas so we would like to
work closely with both public and private energy
companies there,” the official was quoted as say-
ing by the Korea Times.

In May 2016, Iran awarded a deal to conduct tech-
nical studies on the offshore Balal gas field in the
Persian Gulf to KOGAS.

An Iranian official said in June that the country
was working on a plan to develop small-size gas
liquefaction units with South Korean companies,
including KOGAS. Saeed Pakseresht, director for
research and development affairs of the National
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC), was quoted as say-
ing that a consortium from Iran and another from
South Korea, including Oceanus and KOGAS,
would be involved in the scheme.

Continued on Page 4

Iraq’s Kurdish
parliament backs
independence referendum

-
REUTERS
The parliament of Iraq’s Kurdistan region approved a plan
on Friday to hold a referendum on independence on Sept.
25, ignoring opposition from Baghdad and the wider re-
gion as well as Western concerns that the vote could spark
fresh conflict. Parliament reconvened in Erbil, the seat of the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in northern Iraq,
where an overwhelming majority of the Kurdish lawmakers
taking part backed the plan, Reuters said.

Hours after the decision, the White House publicly called
for the first time on the KRG to cancel the referendum,
warning that the vote was “distracting from efforts to defeat
ISIS (Daesh) and stabilize the liberated areas.”

The parliament session was the first held since the legis-
lature was suspended nearly two years ago, though only 68
of 111 lawmakers attended due to a boycott by the main op-
position movement Gorran.

“We’ve been waiting more than 100 years for this,” Omed
Khoshnaw, a lawmaker from the Kurdistan Democratic Par-
ty (KDR) of KRG President Massoud Barzani, said.

Some lawmakers wore Kurdish flags and rose to clap and
sing the national anthem after the vote.

The Baghdad parliament’s decision earlier this week to
oppose the referendum drew condemnation from deputies in
Erbil. “We refuse to accept the Iragi parliament’s decision,
which was unlawful,” Muna Qahwachi, a Turkman law-
maker, said.

Qahwachi said she had voted in favor of the referendum
because she said Turkmen were protected in Kurdistan, un-
like in the rest of Iraqg.

Earlier, Barzani shrugged off requests from the United
States and other Western powers to put off the referendum.

“We still haven’t heard a proposal that can be an alterna-
tive to the Kurdistan referendum,” Barzani told a rally in the
Kurdish region, referring to a proposal put forward by the
United States and other Western envoys this week.

Iraq’s neighbors Iran and Turkey also oppose the plebi-
scite.

The opposition Gorran movement boycotted Friday’s
parliamentary session, the first since a dispute between them
and Barzani’s KDP caused the suspension of the assembly in
October 2015.

“Those assembled in parliament today think this is a law-
ful session, but this is unlawful,” Birzu Majeed, the head of
Gorran’s parliamentary block, told a news conference held
while parliament was in session.

Lawmakers from a third party, the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), ensured the required quorum. The PUK is
a historic rival of the KDP but supports the referendum plan.
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Mobilizing to defend JCPOA

Aides to former US president Barack Obama are mobilizing to defend
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal as incumbent US President Donald Trump
threatens to blow it up, according to politico.com.

President Rouhani
to leave for US today

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani is scheduled to leave Teh-
ran for New York today to attend the 72nd session of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly, due to be held next week, the
president’s office said.

Heading a high-ranking delegation, the president is due to
deliver a speech at the UN General Assembly on Wednesday
at 11:00 a.m. local time, IRNA reported.
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During his trip to the US, Rouhani will also attend meetings
with Iranian expatriates living in the US, Muslims and politi-
cal elites, as well as members of the media.

Rouhani also plans to participate in discussions at the Gen-
eral Assembly session in New York, which runs from Septem-
ber 19 to 25.

Iran repatriates 132 Afghan
prisoners

Iran transferred 132 Afghan prisoners to Afghanistan to serve
the remaining of their jail terms in their homeland.

The prisoners were repatriated under a deal between the
governments of Iran and Afghanistan and following efforts by
Iran’s Justice Ministry, Tasnim News Agency reported.

Afghan nationals sentenced to imprisonment for their in-
volvement in drug smuggling in Iran are also planned to be
repatriated in coming weeks.

Iran, which has a 900-kilometer common border with Af-
ghanistan, has been used as the main conduit for smuggling
Afghan drugs to narcotics kingpins in Europe.

Iran and Afghanistan signed an agreement for exchange of
prisoners in 2012.

The two neighbors first drew up rules defining the terms
of such exchanges in 2006, allowing prisoners or their
families to choose whether to be incarcerated in Iran or Af-
ghanistan.
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Commander savs IRGC infiltrated into
US command centers

senior  Iranian  commander
A said over the recent years, the

Islamic  Revolution ~ Guards
Corps (IRGC) has infiltrated into the
US military’s command centers and has
evidence of their support for Daesh ter-
rorists.

“We have documents showing the
behavior of the Americans in Iraq and
Syria. We know what the Americans did
there; what they neglected and how they
supported Daesh,” IRGC Aerospace
Force Commander Brigadier General
Amir Ali Hajizadeh said in a Friday TV
interview, Press TV reported.

If the IRGC is allowed to release
those documents, it would bring about
more “scandals” for the US, the com-
mander pointed out.

The Americans, among others, “have
come to Iraq and Syria to disintegrate
them, but what eventually happened
was Iran’s will. I see no army in the
world to be on a par with the IRGC,”
he added.

The US has long been accused of col-
luding with Daesh to provide safe pas-
sage and logistic support to members of
the Takfiri group in conflict zones.

The US and its allies have been bom-
barding what they call Daesh positions
inside Syria since September 2014
without any authorization from the Da-
mascus government or a UN mandate.

In late August, the so-called Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said US
helicopters had transferred members of
the Daesh terrorist group in Deir ez-Zor
Province.

The sources speculated that the airlift
was possibly meant to transfer US mer-
cenaries fighting alongside Daesh or the
terror outfit’s ringleaders who sought to
defect.

“Father of All Bombs™

Hajizadeh said Iran possesses do-
mestically-made 10-ton “Father of All

Turkish president

Bombs” that dwarfs the most powerful
non-nuclear weapon of the US.

“Following a proposal by the Aero-
space Force of the IRGC, [lran’s]
Defense  Industries  [Organization]
manufactured a 10-ton bomb. These
bombs are at our disposal. They can
be launched from Ilyushin aircraft and
they are highly destructive,” he said.

The commander referred to the ord-
nance as Iran’s “Father of All Bombs”
as compared with the GBU-43/B
Massive Ordnance Air Blast Bomb
(MOAB), also known as the “Mother
of All Bombs,” which the US Air Force
dropped on tunnels in Afghanistan’s
Nangarhar province from an MC-130
aircraft in April.

The MOAB weighs about 22,000

to visit Iran in Oct.

— Iran’s anti-narcotics
police forces in
the southern prov-
ince of Bushehr
managed to seize
more than 1,200
kilograms of opium
in two separate
operations in the
province, the pro-
vincial police chief
announced.
Speaking to re-
porters in Bushehr
on Saturday, Briga-
dier General Khalil
Vaezi  highlighted
his  forces’ intel-
ligence dominance

Agency reported.

AP

over drug traffickers, saying that their activities are
monitored on a round-the-clock basis in such a way
that the province is not safe for them, Tasnim News

He further said that in two separate operations in

pounds (9,800 kg), and was said to be
the most powerful non-nuclear weapon
ever designed. It was developed during
the US war on Iraq and is intended to
target large below-surface areas.

Iran has repeatedly insisted that its
military capabilities are solely aimed
for defense purposes and they pose no
threat to other countries. The country
has also been assisting its allies, in-
cluding Iraq and Syria, in their ongoing
fight against terrorism.

In June, the IRGC fired six medium-
range ballistic missiles at Daesh targets
in Syrian province of Deir ez-Zor in
response to a June 7 terrorist attack in
Tehran, which killed 18 people.

The IRGC said the missiles killed
more than 170 terrorists, including a

MEHR NEWS AGENCY
number of commanders and senior ele-
ments, and inflicted heavy damage on
their equipment and systems.

Washington has on several occasions
slapped new sanctions against Iran over
its missile program.

The United States claims that Iran’s
missile tests and rocket launches vio-
late UN Resolution 2231, which was
adopted in July 2015 to endorse the
2015 nuclear agreement between Iran
and the five permanent members of the
UN Security Council plus Germany.

Iran has strongly rejected the US al-
legations that it has violated the UN
resolution, and insists that its missile
tests and rocket launches are solely for
defense purposes and not designed to
carry nuclear warheads.

Over 1,200kg opium seized

in southern province

for smuggling Afghan drugs to narcotics kingpins in

Europe.
Despite high economic and human costs, the Is-
lamic Republic has been actively fighting drug-traf-

ficking over the past three decades.

The country has spent more than $700 million

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan told a television
channel that he will pay an official visit to Iran on October
4.

Turkey and Iran maintain close ties, he told Turkish
television A Haber on Friday, adding that during his vis-
it he will discuss regional and bilateral issues, including
fighting terrorism, with the Iranian authorities, IRNA
reported.

Erdogan said that the Iran-Turkey joint economic com-
mission will also be held at the same time.

Prior to the visit, Turkey’s Chief of Staff General
Hulusi Akar will travel to Iran, according to the Turk-
ish president.

Last month, Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff of the Ira-
nian Armed Forces Major General Mohammad Baqeri paid
a three-day visit to Turkey at the head of a high-ranking
politico-military delegation and held meetings with Akar,
President Erdogan, Turkish Defense Minister Nurettin
Canikli and other senior officials.

On September 10, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
met with his Turkish counterpart on the sidelines of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Summit in Ka-
zakhstan’s capital, Astana.

the port cities of Kangan and Asalouyeh recently, a
total of 1,221 kilograms of opium were seized from
drug gangs, and members of the gangs were arrest-

ed

iran, which has a 900-kilometer common border
with Afghanistan, has been used as the main conduit

on sealing its borders and preventing the transit of
narcotics destined for European, Arab and Central
Asian countries.

The war on drug trade, originating in Afghani-
stan, has claimed the lives of nearly 4,000 Iranian
police officers over the past four decades.

Rouhani urges EU to press...

From Page 1

Rouhani referred to the IAEA
as the only entity that is author-
ized to verify Iran’s compliance
with the nuclear agreement, in an
apparent reaction to the US presi-
dent who has repeatedly accused
Iran of violating the spirit of the
JCPOA.

Elsewhere in his comments,
President Rouhani voiced his ad-
ministration’s resolve to broaden

ties with the EU, hoping that
friendly countries, including Bel-
gium, would participate more ac-
tively in the economic and trade
interaction with Iran.

Bracke said Belgium is deter-
mined to expand relations with
Iran.

Highlighting the significance
that Belgium and the EU attach to
the JCPOA, the Belgian official
said the European Union would
do its utmost to fulfill the JCPOA

undertakings.

Under the agreement signed in
2015 and implemented in 2016,
certain limits were put on Iran’s
nuclear activities in exchange for,
among other things, the removal
of all nuclear-related sanctions
against Tehran.

In all of its reports after the
JCPOA came into force, the
IAEA has verified Iran’s com-
pliance with the nuclear ac-
cord.
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Betlin-Ankara row

Germany will have no choice but to restrict its economic ties with Turkey
to pressure it into releasing German citizens, Chancellor Angela Merkel

Bangladesh plans huge camps
for Rohingyarefugees

he Bangladeshi government an-

nounced plans to build shelters

for up to 400,000 Rohingya Mus-
lims fleeing from neighboring Myan-
mar.

The army and aid agencies are due to
erect 14,000 shelters, each housing six
families, near the city of Cox’s Bazar,
BBC reported.

Since late August over 400,000 Roh-
ingya are thought to have fled to Bang-
ladesh, to escape a government offen-
sive.

The UN says Myanmar’s operation
could amount to ethnic cleansing.

Rights groups have accused the mili-
tary of burning Rohingya villages. But
the army says it is responding to attacks
by militants and denies it is targeting ci-
vilians.

According to a report in Bangladesh’s
Daily Star newspaper, the new shelters
will be on a site covering about eight
square kilometers (three square miles)
of land, close to established camps
which have been overwhelmed by arriv-
als from Myanmar.

Atotal of 8,500 temporary toilets will
be built and 14 “makeshift warehouses”
will be set up near the shelters, the paper
said.

The government hopes that there will
be enough places for 400,000 people,
AFP reported, quoting Bangladesh’s
disaster management secretary, Shah
Kama. It is meant to be built within 10
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Rohingya refugees are seen at Thaingkhali makeshift refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, on September 14, 2017.

days.

A rubella and polio vaccination cam-
paign for the many refugee children re-
portedly started on Saturday morning.

Pro-Rohingya rally

Thousands rallied in solidarity with
the Rohingya Muslims in the Indone-

sian capital Jakarta on Saturday, eurone-
ws.com reported.

Indonesia has the world’s largest
Muslim population, and its leaders are
under pressure to do more to help the
Rohingya persecuted in mainly Bud-
dhist Myanmar.

Waving Indonesian flags and holding
up placards, people clad in white vowed

to stand by their “Muslim brothers and
sisters in Myanmar.”

The demonstration was also attended
by the leaders of various religious com-
munities, including Christians and Bud-
dhists.

Protesters held banners reading “Stop
the genocide of Rohingya” and “Stop
crimes against humanity.”

Myanmar’s government brands more
than one million Rohingya Muslims
in the country as “illegal immigrants”
from Bangladesh, launching a deadly
and brutal crackdown on them. Rohing-
ya Muslims, however, have had roots in
the country that go back centuries. They
are considered by the UN the “most per-
secuted minority group in the world.”

Iraqi forces attack Daesh outpost
ahead of Euphrates push

Iragi forces attacked a desert
outpost of the Daesh terror
group near the Syrian border
on Saturday in preparation
for a drive up the Euphrates
Valley towards the frontier,
commanders said.

The assault targeted the
former mining town of
Akashat, in Anbar Province,
some 100 kilometers (60
miles) south of Daesh’s bor-
der bastion of Al-Qaim, ac-
cording to AFP.

Al-Qaim and the Euphra-
tes towns of Rawa and Anna
downstream form just one
of two enclaves still held by
Daesh in Iraq after a string of
battlefield defeats this year.

“The army, the Hashed al-
Shaabi (Popular Mobilization
Force) and the border guard
launched a major operation
to liberate Akashat... and se-
cure the border to its north,”
said the head of Joint Opera-
tions Command, General Ab-

delamir Yarallah.

Iragi commanders esti-
mate there are no more than
300 civilian families left in
Akashat, a former railhead
that was once a major source
of phosphate production.

Imed Meshaal, mayor of
Rutba, a desert town further
south recaptured from Daesh
last year, said the terrorists
had turned the area into a

guardian.ng

major hub for arms caches,
training camps and command
centers.

Iragi commanders say they
estimate Daesh still has more
than 1,500 terrorists in its Al-
Qaim enclave.

The Takfiris also control a
second enclave west of the
ethnically divided Kurdish-
held city of Kirkuk, centered
on the town of Hawija.

Egypt court sentences Morsi
to 25 years in Qatar spy case

An Egyptian court on Satur-
day sentenced ousted presi-
dent Mohammed Morsi of
the Muslim Brotherhood to
25 years in prison, in a final
ruling over a case accusing
him of spying for Qatar, judi-
cial sources said.

Democratically  elected
after Egypt’s 2011 revolu-
tion, Morsi was overthrown
in mid-2013 by then-gener-
al Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, now
the president, following
mass protests against his
rule, Reuters wrote.

He was immediately ar-

rested.

Egypt’s Court of Cassa-
tion reduced Morsi’s sen-
tence in the Qatar case to
25 years in its final ruling,
from an original 40 years.

Morsi is already serving
a 20-year sentence after be-
ing convicted for the killing
of protesters during demon-
strations in 2012.

Since toppling Morsi, Sisi
has clamped down on dis-
sent. Mass trials have been
held for thousands of Mus-
lim Brotherhood supporters,
and hundreds have received

death sentences or lengthy
prison terms.

In 2014, Egypt charged
Morsi and nine others with
endangering national secu-
rity by leaking state secrets
and sensitive documents
to Qatar. Egypt’s relations
with Doha were already
troubled by Qatar’s backing
of Morsi.

Egypt is one of four Arab
nations in a Saudi-led bloc
that cut relations with the
Gulf state on June 5, accus-
ing it of backing terrorism.
Doha denies the allegation.

Police in Catalonia
hunt for hidden ballot boxes
in hid to foil referendum

Armed police in Spain have raided several print works and newspaper offices
in Catalonia in recent days in a hunt for voting papers, ballot boxes and leaf-
lets to be used in an October 1 independence referendum which Madrid ve-
hemently opposes.

The searches are part of a concerted effort by the government to prevent
the ballot from going ahead, amid fears that a vote to break away could trig-
ger a political crisis even if Spain does not recognize the outcome, Reuters
reported.

On Friday, the government passed measures to tighten control over the re-
gion’s spending to stop it from using state cash to pay for the ballot, and earlier
this week Madrid summoned over 700 Catalan mayors for questioning over
their support for the vote.

“They’ve lost the plot,” said Albert Batet, mayor of the town of Valls and
one of those summoned for questioning. “They are persecuting mayors, the
press, printers. They are stretching the limits of democracy.”

Catalonia’s President Carles Puigdemont, who faces criminal charges for
organizing the referendum, says he has over 6,000 ballot boxes ready to de-
ploy next month, but their whereabouts are a secret.

channelnewsasia.com

“Right now, we have no idea where they are,” said Toni Castejon, spokes-
man for the Catalan police force union.

A spokesman for the Catalan regional government declined to say where
the ballot boxes were, or how the government was going to get them out of
hiding to voting stations on October 1.

On Friday, police confiscated 100,000 campaign leaflets in a raid in
Catalonia, the Interior Ministry said, without saying where. Catalonia’s
top court issued a warning on Friday to seven newspapers, many of
them online, not to publish campaign notices for the referendum, a court
spokesman said on Saturday. At the offices of Catalan newspaper El Val-
lenc in Valls, some 50km west of Barcelona, six armed police knocked on
the door last Saturday with a warrant to search the offices, said its editor,
Francesc Fabregas.

The search lasted five-and-a-half hours.

“They didn’t say what they were looking for,” Fabregas said, adding that he
had not printed any voting papers.

Dozens of Burundian refugees
killed in DR Congo

Troops shot dead 34 Burundian refugees in clashes in Kaman-
yola in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, local officials in
the eastern province of South Kivu said Saturday.

A Burundian refugee said that more than 30 had been killed
and at least 100 wounded in the violence on Friday, AFP wrote.

Interior ministry official Josue Boji said troops had tried
to disperse the refugees by “firing in the air but were over-
whelmed” when the group responded by throwing stones.

Boji said the clashes began after a group of refugees overran
a jail run by the country’s domestic intelligence agency to de-
mand the release of four Burundians who had been arrested for
expulsion on Wednesday night.

REUTERS

“There are 34 dead and 124 wounded among the Burundian
refugees,” he said, revising upwards an earlier toll of 18 dead
plus one DR Congo soldier.

Boji had warned earlier that the toll could rise further, as the
refugees took the bodies of other victims to the Pakistani-run
UN camp at Kamanyola.

A spokeswoman for MONUSCO, the UN’s peacekeeping
mission in the country, gave a toll, which was also provisional,
of 18 dead and 50 injured.

A Burundian refugee said: “I saw people falling down, men,
women and children who were completely unarmed.

“So far, we have counted 31 dead and at least 105 injured, 15
of them seriously,” the refugee said.

Burundi’s foreign minister, Alain-Aime Nyamitwe, on Twit-
ter described the incident as a “shooting” and said “explana-
tions are needed.”

Tens of thousands of Burundians have fled to the eastern DR
Congo to escape a wave of violence that unfurled in 2015 after
Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza sought a fiercely con-
tested third term in office.

Overall, the violence in Burundi has claimed between 500
and 2,000 lives, according to differing tolls provided by the UN
or NGOs and more than 400,000 Burundians have fled abroad.

Avround 36,000 are in DR Congo, mainly in the overcrowded
camp of Lusenda, in the east, or several transit camps.

On September 4, the UN released a report accusing Burun-
di’s government of crimes against humanity, including execu-
tions and torture, and urged the International Criminal Court
(ICC) to open a case “as soon as possible”.

Burundi’s government firmly rejected the allegations, accus-
ing the UN investigators of being “mercenaries” in a Western
plot to “enslave African states.”

Merkel: Putin’s proposed UN Ukraine
peacekeepers must have full access

Any United Nations peacekeepers sent to eastern Ukraine must
be granted access to the entirety of the region held by pro-Russia
forces, German Chancellor Angela Merkel said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin floated the idea of de-
ploying UN troops to eastern Ukraine in a Monday call with
Merkel, suggesting that the UN mission could protect observ-
ers from the international OSCE monitoring mission, Reuters
reported.

With growing calls in Germany for the lifting of European Un-
ion sanctions against Russia over its alleged activities in Ukraine,
Moscow has been keen to float proposals that would help soften
export bans that have hit Russians’ living standards.

businessinsider.com

“I find President Putin’s proposal to send UN troops to protect
OSCE observers interesting,” she told the FUNKE newspaper
group on Friday. “A few days ago | discussed with him that the
UN troops must have access to everywhere where the OSCE is
stationed, so the entire Donetsk/Luhansk region.”

The conflict between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russians has
claimed more than 10,000 lives since it erupted in 2014. Russia
denies Western accusations it fomented the conflict and provided
arms and fighters.

The observers are there to monitor implementation of a peace
deal agreed in Minsk in 2015, which has been largely unsuccess-
ful in settling the conflict despite German and French urgings.

Some German politicians have said sanctions should be lifted
if the peace deal is implemented. Christian Lindner, leader of the
Free Democrats, a likely coalition partner for Merkel after Sep-
tember 24 elections, even suggested Germany must accept the
reunification of the Crimean peninsula to Russia.

Merkel said Putin’s proposals were “tender shoots” of pro-
gress, “which give no cause for softening sanctions” so far. She
rejected Lindner’s proposal.
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British Airways office

British Airways has opened a new ticketing office in Tehran a year after it
resumed flights to the city, said the company’s Head of Sales for Asia Pacific
and the Middle East Robert Williams on Saturday.

Domestic Economy Desk

Russian bankstoopenl/Cs
for Iranian businessmen

Russian banks are now cooperating with Iranian banks in
opening letters of credit L/Cs and there is currently no obsta-
cle to this effect, said the commercial counsellor of the Rus-
sian Embassy in Tehran.

Rustam Muradov said in a meeting between Russian Am-
bassador to Iran Levan Dzhagaryan and governor general of
Mazandaran Province in Sari on Saturday that Russian banks
namely Gazprom and Sovkhoz have opened many L/Cs for
Iranian businessmen without any problem, IRNA reported.

He added that the L/Cs for Iranian banks will be opened for
Iranian businessmen in less than 30 days.

The Russian ambassador is in Mazandaran Province at the
official invitation of the province’s governor general.

New China-Iran freight train
service opens

Atrain loaded with more than 560 tons of machinery, house-
hold goods and ceramics left Yinchuan South Railway Station
earlier this month, scheduled to reach Tehran in fifteen days,
the Asset reported.

The new trade route comes with the lifting of sanctions as
part of the nuclear deal, breathing new life into Iran’s econo-
my, Asia Times reported.

Major trade and investment deals have been signed since
the agreement, and despite the Trump administration’s threats
to backtrack on the deal, China, Russia and France are unlike-
ly to take steps to further isolate Iran.

Deals include a contract signed between Iran and China Na-
tional Petroleum Corp. and France’s Total to develop South
Pars which is the world’s largest natural gas field.

CIS of high importance in
Iran’s foreign policy: Ex-official

Expansion of trade cooperation with the CIS countries is
among the main objectives of Iran’s foreign policy, said Iran’s
former ambassador to Azerbaijan.

Mohsen Pakaien told Trend News Agency, “This policy
seeks to boost Iran’s trade ties with the CIS.”

During a recent visit to the Kazakh capital, Astana, to attend
the first summit of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
on science and technology, Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani met some leaders of the Commonwealth of Independent
States.

Hassan Rouhani met President of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan Ilham Aliyev as well as counterparts from Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan — an indication of Iran’s interest in widening ties
with the CIS Muslim nations.

On the other hand, confronting terrorism and extremism as
well as criminal gangs including drug trafficking are the main
topics of cooperation between Iran and Central Asia as well as
the Caucuses.

Conferring with Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev,
on the sidelines of the meeting, Rouhani touched upon trade
between the two countries and said the Islamic Republic is the
shortest path for Uzbek merchants to reach the Persian Gulf
and international waters.

In a meeting with President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Ka-
zakhstan, the two sides called for measures to improve the oil
market.

In talks with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev, Rouhani
hailed the successful development of the bilateral ties between
Azerbaijan and Iran.

“We should unite efforts to successfully achieve our goals
to develop bilateral relations,” he said.

Annual trout export to hit
30,000 tons: Official

Iran will export 30,000 tons of trout to neighboring countries
by mid-March 2018.

Addressing an economy of resistance conference in the
northern city of Rasht, Head of Iran Fisheries Organization
Hassan Salehi recalled that 10,000 tons of trout were exported
to neighboring countries in the year to March 20, 2017, IFP
News reported.

He added that in view of the competitive market, trout should
weigh more than 1%2kg-2kg in order to be considered an export.

Turning to promoting fish farming in cages, Salehi added,
“Currently, there are over 500 cages in operation with a capac-
ity of producing 25,000 tons of trout annually and the figure is
expected to reach more than 30,000 tons in the near future.”

In the four months to July 22, exports of aquaculture prod-
ucts fetched more than $412 million indicating a 60-percent
increase from the figure for the same period last year, he said
noting, “Moreover, we saw a 30-percent drop in imports of
fish species compared to last year.”

Salehi continued that last year in Gomishan County of
northeastern Golestan Province, more than 10,000 tons of
shrimp were produced using Caspian Sea water, and the figure
will reach 15,000 this year.

Also speaking at the conference, Director General of Fish-
eries Department of Gilan Province Es’hag Sha’bani noted
“with the measures taken, now the estimated capacity of the
province’s fish production is 3,500 tons annually”.

He called on banks to extend facilities for cage fish farmers
and asked them to make coastal lands available to establish
support bases.

Beijing, Tehran sign $15b deals on
Infrastructure, production projects

hina Development Bank signed

preliminary deals with Iran

worth $15 billion for infra-
structure and production projects, an-
nounced Governor of Central Bank of
Iran Valiollah Seif.

The contracts reflect “a strong will
for continuation of cooperation be-
tween the two countries”, Seif was
quoted as saying by AFP.

The credit line will use euros and
yuan to help bypass US sanctions that
have continued despite the nuclear deal
between Iran and world powers in 2015.

Seif added that officials from Exim
Bank of China will travel to Iran in
coming days to finalize a $10-billion
letter of credit.

China was a signatory to the deal that
lifted sanctions in exchange for curbs to
Iran’s nuclear program.

President Xi Jinping visited Iran a
week after it came into effect, vowing
to boost bilateral trade to $600 billion
within a decade.

China is already Iran’s biggest oil
customer and accounts for a third of its
overall trade.

Since the lifting of sanctions, Beijing
has opened two credit lines worth $4.2
billion to build high-speed railway lines
linking Tehran with Mashhad and Isfa-
han.

The latest move follows an eight-bil-

lion-euro credit deal signed with South

Korea’s Exim bank last month.

European banks remain wary of pen-
alties from Washington for working

Hydroelectric power plant
launched in Kermanshah

Iran inaugurated the first unit of a new
hydroelectric power plant in the west-
ern province of Kermanshah to increase
the country’s nominal electricity pro-
duction capacity to more than 77,100
megawatts (MW).

The first unit of the Darian power
plant in Kermanshah was recently
linked to the national grid, increasing
the country’s nominal capacity from
77,038 to 77,108 MW, Tasnim News
Agency reported.

newables and as a result, we have de-
cided to bring 1,000 MW of renewable
energy to the national grid each year in
the next five years if possible and raise
renewable power capacity to 5,000
MW,” Falahatian has said.

These ambitious targets are not to
stop there and the overall capacity is to
rise to 26,000 MW by 2022, with $60
billion of investment which the Re-
newable Energy Organization of Iran
(SUNA) wants to attract from domestic

The unit, which is the first among
three units of the power plant, came
into to operation following synchroni-
zation with the national grid.

Deputy Energy Minister Houshang
Falahatian said in July that renewable
energy including hydropower accounts
for about six percent of the overall elec-
tricity produced in the country where
90 percent of the fuel used in power
plants is natural gas.

This paltry figure in a country with
over 300 sunny days and an average of
2,800 hours of sunshine is while air pol-
lution in major cities, especially in Teh-
ran, has turned into a major dilemma in
recent years.

Iran is one of the most energy-inten-
sive countries in the world, where inef-
ficient energy use amid consumer sub-
sidies has resulted in a per capita energy
consumption which is ten times greater
than that in the European Union.

The national energy blueprint is now
based on expanding renewable power
generation and improving energy ef-
ficiency by cutting domestic hydrocar-
bon use which would free up more oil
and gas for export.

“We have planned to allocate part of
the country’s electricity basket to re-

ISN
and foreign investors.

Energy producers from Germany,
Italy, India, South Korea, Japan, Spain,
China, and Switzerland have visited the
country to test the waters for possible
investment.

On Friday, Norway’s Scatec Solar
was reported to be in talks to generate
120 megawatts of solar power in Iran,
which would rise to 500 MW later.

The Oslo-listed firm’s CEO Ray-
mond Carlsen told Reuters that the
initial project under discussion would
cost $120 million per 100 MW in-
stalled.

Iran has currently 63 MW of installed
solar capacity, chiefly in the cities of
Yazd, Kerman, Isfahan and Hamadan.

A further cluster of photovoltaic
units are being built in Hamadan and
Kerman, with a capacity of 100 MW in-
stalled in each city, and another 50 MW
solar plant in Isfahan.

However, Iran’s largest solar project
has been reserved for Qazvin, where
the Italians are to set up 1,000 MW of
solar capacity with $1.5 billion of in-
vestment. It includes constructing an
array of 100 photovoltaic solar power
stations over 10 years, each with anom-
inal capacity of 10 MW.

with Iran, but talks are said to be at an
advanced stage for $22 billion in credit
deals with banks from Austria, Den-

mark and Germany.
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China’s new $10 billion credit line

will go to Iran’s Refah Kargaran, San’at

va Ma’dan, Parsian, Pasargad and
Tose’e Saderat banks.

Iran, Azerbaijan eyeing
joint car production

Azerbaijan’s Azermash and Iran’s Iran
Khodro companies are in talks to sup-
ply cars to be produced by the Azerbai-
jani-Iranian automobile plant to Ukraine,
Russia and Central Asia.

The founder of Azermash Company Emin
Akhundov told Trend News Agency, “We
have already received Ukraine’s proposal
about supplying our cars to this country.

“We are also negotiating with the com-
panies from the North Caucasus (Russia),
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.”

He added, “In general, Azermash and
Iran Khodro companies have big plans for
the supply of cars, produced in Azerbaijan,
to other countries. “We are able to create
export-oriented products thanks to the suc-
cessful policy of the Azerbaijani govern-
ment.”

Akhundov noted it will allow Azerbaijan
to become a hub for supplying Iranian cars
to other countries.

Currently the joint venture, which will
manage the plant, is being registered, he
said.

“In the joint plant, 75 percent will be-
long to Azermash and 25 percent to Iran
Khodro,” he said. “The Iranian side will
deal with the supply of equipment for the
plant to Azerbaijan, while the Azerbaijani
side will finance the construction of the
plant. This is a big project and the construc-
tion of the plant is under completion now.

“In the initial stage of the plant’s opera-
tion, the spare parts will be supplied from
Iran, and later, depending on the demand
for these cars, the sides may discuss the
possibility of establishing the production
of spare parts in Azerbaijan,” Akhundov
stated.

“In the first phase, we plan to produce
5,000-6,000 cars a year,” he said. “In later
stages, we will increase the production to
10,000 cars a year. We can also increase
the number of employees in the future. At
present, 300 people work in the plant. But
depending on demand, the number of em-
ployees can increase.”

Akhundov added that the Iranian cars
will be in great demand. “First and fore-
most, these are high-quality economy class
cars,” he said.

“Iranian cars are already popular in our
country. In my opinion, the most popular
car brands in the Azerbaijani market are
Dena, Soren and Runna.

“In the initial stage, Dena, Runna, Soren
and Samand cars are to be produced at the
plant and the range of cars will expand in
the future.”

Iran Khodro and Azerbaijan’s AzEuro-
Car LLC (asubsidiary of Azermash) signed
an agreement to establish a joint automo-
bile plant in the Neftchala industrial park
in 2016. The total cost of the project is esti-
mated at $15 million.

South Korea plans to import...

From Page 1

“We do not have the technology to develop mini-LNG plants, but joining hands with com-
panies such as Oceanus consortium and KOGAS s an important first step to develop our

LNG sector,” he said.

Korean companies are also expanding involvement in Iran’s massive oil sector. Last
month, South Korea’s SK Engineering and Construction Co (SKEC) signed heads of agree-
ment for a €1.6 billion upgrade of Tabriz refinery.

A separate $2 billion contract is about to be signed with South Korea’s Daelim company
to boost oil processing capacity at Isfahan refinery, according to Abbas Kazemi, who is Iran’s

deputy oil minister.

South Korea’s imports of Iranian crude oil increased 40.2 percent in August from the same
month a year earlier, Reuters reported on Friday, citing customs data.

The Asian country is a major client of Iran’s condensate, an ultra-light high quality oil. Ac-
cording to the Reuters report, South Korea imported 12.22 million tons, or 368,529 bpd, of oil
from Iran in the first eight months of 2017 — up 46.7 percent from 8.33 million tons during

the same period the year before.

Meanwhile, Royal Dutch Shell said it is preparing to bid for development of Iran’s giant
Azadegan field after putting an end to a century of oil production in neighboring Iraq.

Shell has submitted the results of its feasibility studies on South Azadegan and Yadavaran
fields to National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), Shana reported.

Both fields lie across the Iragi border in Iran’s strategic West Karoun oil cluster. Shell
signed a basic agreement with NIOC in December 2016 to study the investment potentials
in South Azadegan and Yadavaran as well as Kish gas field. South Azadegan, discovered in
2001, has recoverable reserves of about two billion barrels. It is believed to be connected with
Iraq’s Majnoon field from which Shell has decided to withdraw.
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Italy public debt

Italy’s public debt rose to €2.3 trillion ($2.75 trillion) in July, the Bank
of Italy reported. Debt was up by €18.6 billion compared to the previous

month, according to the ce

ntral bank.

Pound hits
highest since

Brexitvote on

rate rise speech

lar since the Brexit vote after a senior Bank of
England (BoE) official fueled speculation it could
raise rates in the coming months.

BoE policymaker Gertjan Vlieghe, who has previ-
ously argued against a rate rise, said the ‘“moment is ap-
proaching’ when interest rates might need to go up, BBC
reported.

The bank kept rates at 0.25 percent this week, but hint-
ed atarise in the future.

Sterling rose more than one percent against the dollar
to hit $1.3610.

That was its highest level since June 24, the day after
the Brexit vote.

The pound also gained more than 1.1 percent against
the euro to rise to €1.137 by Friday night.

Analysts have suggested the bank could now lift inter-
est rates back to 0.5 percent, the level they were before
the EU referendum, as soon as November.

Vlieghe, a member of the bank’s interest rate-setting
committee, said in a speech on Friday: “Until recently, |
thought the appropriate response of monetary policy was
to be patient, given modest growth and subdued underly-
ing inflationary pressure.

The pound has hit its highest level against the dol-

“But the evolution of the data is increasingly suggest-
ing that we are approaching the moment when bank rate
may need to rise.”

Vlieghe, who was the first bank member to vote for a
rate cut after the Brexit vote, said there was now growing
evidence the UK economy was picking up.

“‘Concerted effort”

He pointed to unemployment falling to record lows, as
well as signs that households are spending more and that
wages are rising in the private sector.

“If these data trends of reducing slack, rising pay
pressure, strengthening household spending and robust
global growth continue, the appropriate time for a rise in
bank rate might be as early as in the coming months,”
Vlieghe said.

Markets which track investors’ expectations for the
bank rate now give a 63-percent likelihood of a rise in
November, the highest since the Brexit vote. At the start
of the week the futures markets gave only a 20-percent
chance.

The return on government bonds, often influenced by
interest rate expectations, also hit 15-month highs on

PA

Friday.

The yield on five-year UK bonds rose seven basis
points to hit 0.772 percent, the highest since June 23,
2016, the day Britain voted to leave the European Union.

Howard Archer, chief economic adviser to the EY
Item Club, said: “Vlieghe’s comments will support belief
that the Bank of England could well raise interest rates
before the end of 2017 with a move as soon as November
very much in play.”

Archer cautioned that the Bank of England had “talked
up the likelihood of an interest rate hike then failed to
follow through” in the past.

“But there does seem to be a more concerted ef-
fort this time around and more unanimity within the
Monetary Policy Committee of the case for a hike,”
he said.

The bank said that higher inflation and a pickup in
growth could lead to a rate rise soon.

Growing speculation of a rate rise lifts the pound
against other currencies because higher interest rates
would make sterling more attractive to investors.

The bank dropped heavy hints in 2014, and again last
year before the EU referendum, that it could raise rates,
only to later change course.
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EU economic and finance ministers and
central bank governors stressed the role of
the economic and monetary union for the
strength of the entire European Union.

Participants at the first day of the in-
formal meeting of the EU ministers be-
lieve that better utilizing the potential
of the economic and monetary union is
one of the most important aspects of the
EU’s future, Estonian Finance Minister
Toomas Toniste said at a press confer-
ence, according to Xinhua.

“All 28 member states are interested in

a strong economic and monetary union
and a well-managed fiscal policy, espe-
cially in these times of strong economic
growth in Europe,” he noted.

The ministers acknowledged new solu-
tions and services of the financial inno-
vation, which needs to be regulated but
not over-regulated, he said, referring to
the need to minimize the risks connected
with financial technology (Fintech).

The Fintech field is currently too
small to pose a risk to financial stabil-
ity, however, the fast growth of financial

technology brings along the need to map
the risks that come with it and form com-
mon positions in the EU, said Ardo Hans-
son, the governor of the Estonian central
bank Eesti Pank.

“Eesti Pank also added Fintech to its
strategy as a priority area in the coming
years,” he noted.

Vitor Constancio, vice president of the
European Central Bank, highlighted the
need to make EU governance more effi-
cient and transparent, as well as the struc-
tural reform.

Valdis Dombrovskis, European Com-
mission vice president for the euro and
social dialogue, stressed the need to mod-
ernize, as well as the physical stabilization
function of the European monetary union.

The two-day informal meeting of EU
economic and financial affairs ministers
is to discuss financial and tax issues relat-
ed to innovation and the digital economy,
one of the priorities of the current Esto-
nian Presidency of the Council of the EU,
the rotating six-month position the coun-
try assumed in July.

US industrial production falls

US industrial output fell in August for the first time
since January as Hurricane Harvey battered oil, gas and
chemical plants along the Gulf Coast and a cool sum-
mer sapped utility demand in the east, the Federal Re-
serve said.

Overall industrial production fell 0.9 percent over the
month after a July increase revised upward to 0.4 per-
cent, according to Reuters.

The Fed, using a combination of high-frequency
plant output data and economic modeling, attributed
about 0.75 percentage point of the decline to storm ef-
fects that “temporarily curtailed drilling, servicing, and
extraction activity for oil and natural gas”.

Economists polled by Reuters had still expected
a 0.1 percent increase in industrial output. The US

central bank’s measure of the industrial sector com-
prises manufacturing, mining, and electric and gas
utilities.

Though Harvey was a major force in the decline,
helping push down mining output by 0.8 percent, other
sectors contributed.

The output of consumer goods fell 0.7 percent as a
rise in production of consumer durables was offset by
declines in nondurables and consumer energy products.
Production of motor vehicles and auto parts rose 2.2
percent.

Utilization of factory capacity fell 0.8 percentage
point to 76.1 percent, compared to a revised upward
figure of 76.9 percent in July, nearly four percentage
points below the long run average.
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Snow leopard no longer ‘endangered’

The conservation status of snow leopard has been improved from
‘endangered’ to ‘vulnerable’. Experts have warned that the species still
faces serious threats from poaching and habitat destruction.
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Iran Green Film Festival names winners

The Sixth Iran International Green Film Fes- \
tival (IIGFF6) wound up in a ceremony after g
naming the winners of the event which held
from September 9 to 15 in Tehran and several
other provinces.

Over 800 artworks were submitted to the cin-
ema section of the IIGFF6, IRNA reported.

According to IGFF6, more than 524 domestic
and 278 foreign artworks from 43 countries were
submitted to the cinema section of Iran’s largest
environmental cinematic event.

The highest number of entries came from the
US, France, Italy, Spain, Mexico, Canada, UK,
Brazil, Germany and Russia respectively.

Iranian movies submitted to the festival from
provinces and cities nationwide included short,
feature, experimental and animation films.

The festival is considered the foremost cultural

Arctic sea ice once again
shows considerable melting

his September, the extent

of Arctic sea ice shrank to

roughly 4.7 million square
kilometers, as was determined
by researchers at the Alfred We-
gener Institute, the University of
Bremen and Universitdt Ham-
burg.
Though slightly larger than last
year, the minimum sea ice extent
2017 is average for the past ten
years and far below the numbers
from 1979 to 2006. The Northeast

6th lran
Green Film

IRNA

event focusing on environmental protection in the
Middle East.

The selected films competed in feature fiction,
short fiction, long documentary, short documen-
tary, animations and experimental sections.

Jordan powering major shiftto clean energy

Five years of rapid growth has

placed Jordan at the forefront
of renewables in the region, but
now the sector is stalling as it
waits for the country’s energy
infrastructure to catch up.

Plans are in place for up to
2,000 megawatts (MW) in wind
and solar projects by the end
of the decade, but with the grid
at capacity, the next wave of
developments is on hold, arab-
news.com wrote.

Walid Shahin, director of
the National Energy Research
Center in Jordan, said, “There
is big demand from investors
to build renewable plants, but
unfortunately the grid limitation
doesn’t allow it. The sector has
grown very fast, particularly
in the past two years, but now
things are slowing down a bit
because of this limitation.”

A new Green Corridor pro-
ject, due to begin operation in

2018, will transfer power gener-
ated in south Jordan to electric-
ity consumption centers in the
central and northern regions.

In January, Jordan’s state
electricity provider, the National
Electric Power Co. (NEPCO),
signed an agreement to imple-
ment the first two phases of the
project with a Saudi company at
acost of 19 million Jordanian di-
nars (about $27 million).

It is one of several schemes
aimed at accommodat-
ing renewable energy as the

UNHCR
Jordanian government looks to
shift reliance away from tradi-
tional sources and move toward
energy independence.

A new National Green
Growth Plan launched in May
earmarked renewable energy as
a key sector in driving sustain-
able growth and reigniting the
country’s stagnated economy.

The plan builds on ambitious
targets outlined in the National
Energy Strategy to scale-up re-
newables to 10 percent of the
total energy mix by 2020.

Passage was traversable for ships
without the need for icebreakers,
according to phys.org.

The sea ice in the Arctic is
considered a critical element in
climate processes, and a valuable
early-warning system for global
warming.

Accordingly, the September
minimum extent is an important
indicator of climate change. De-
spite an especially warm winter,
the current extent of sea ice does
not represent a new record low;
nevertheless, the amount of ice
loss is massive.

As sea-ice physicist Marcel
Nicolaus from the Alfred We-
gener Institute, Helmholtz Center
for Polar and Marine Research
(AWI) explains, “This year’s sea
ice extent is again on a very low
level: The observed September
value of the past eleven years has

consistently been lower than in
any of the previous years.”

This winter, the Arctic re-
mained unusually warm, and the
sea-ice coverage in March was
lower than in any March before.

Lars Kaleschke from Uni-
versitdt Hamburg’s Center for
Earth System Research and Sus-
tainability stressed, “Thanks to
the relatively cold summer, the
sea ice managed to bounce back
somewhat, but this year’s Sep-
tember minimum is by no means

STEFAN HENDRICKS/ALFRED-WEGENER-INSTITUT

agood sign.

“Though the amount of sea
ice is of course subject to natural
fluctuations, the long-term de-
cline is obvious.

“For comparison, the summer-
time minimums in the 1970s and
1980s were roughly seven mil-
lion square kilometers.”

The sea-ice covered area is
measured with the help of satel-
lites. The high-resolution micro-
wave satellite data are jointly
provided by the University of

Bremen and Universitat Ham-
burg. They allow to precisely
analyze the daily sea-ice extent
over the entire Arctic. That’s par-
ticularly important for the ship-
ping industry.

Gunnar Spreen from the Uni-
versity of Bremen’s Institute of
Environmental Physics said, this
summer, the Northeast Passage
along the Russian coast could
be used without the need for ice-
breakers, and many ships also
used the Northwest Passage.

Pars Diplomatic Real Estate
Apartment Villa Building&Office ~ Ideal offers

Apt in Aghdasich Luxury Villa in the North New Commercial Building in Apt in Velenjak
4" floor, 165 sq.m, 3 Bdrs. duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, Saadat Abad brand-new flat in a garden
fully furn. balcony, nice view 2000 sg.m land, 5 Bd totally around 10000 sg.m 85 sq.m, tower, 1 Bdr.

& cozy, 32500 saloon se built up, unbelicvable building, fully furn with sauna, pool &
Suitable for Diplomats spj renovated, beautiful and each floor 1500 sq.m, at, 180 Jacuzzi, parking & storage
Ms, Diba; 09128103206 green garden, semi furn, parking S3000

renting also for Iranian ~ Suitable for Ms.Sara 09128103207
S1R0M negotiable fa ncompanics
Suitable for Embassies Ms, 09128103206
M, Dibaz 09 03206

New Apt in Zafaranich
50 sg.m, 4 Bdrs., 1 master Apt in Elahich
150 s¢.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn
cozy and quit, S2000
Suitable for Diplomatic

Ms, Dibg; 09128103206

Whole building in Jordan
legal registered, 126 sq.m cach
floor, duplex shop & store with

full glass, smart A/C, furn &
unfurn, storage
parking of 900 sq.m

Sale & Rent
Holder of N 0912810
ISO 9001 :2008
ISO 10004 :2012
ISO 10002 :2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Best Consultation,

Best Services, Best Result
Section Manager “Tina 09128103205
Tel: 22662452-8, fax: 22667173

Hot Line: 28141

info@parsdiplomatic.com

Suitable for Residency of
Ambassadors & Diplomats

Ms.Dibaz 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Mahmoodich
550 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., parking &
sauna, with convenient access
to Valiasr and Palladium
ST000
09128103207

Office in Jordan
100 sgp.m to 240 sg.m, full of
07 foreign companies , could be
Mat, parking lot with extra
visitors parking, lobby security,
renovated, almost new, Price per
cach sq $40

Ms, Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Mahmoodich
120 sqm, 2 Bdrs., new & N
clean, cozy, close to shopping
mall and Valiasr st. in a
peaceful neighborhood, furn
S1900
Suitable for Foreigners

M. Sara 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Niavaran
1000 sg.m built up, 2000
sqm land, semi furn, outdoor
pool green garden, renovated
servant quarter, extra suit
with 2 Bdrs., S13000
Suitable for
Residency & Embassy

L 9128103206

Commercial Building
in Elahich
from 150 sq.m to 700 sq.m
lobby, parking, almost new, full
of foreign  companies
good access to highway
reasonable price
) iba; 09128103206

Office in Valiasr
from 250 sq.m up to 7000 sgq.m
commercial office, ready for
renting to foreign companies
labhy, parking lot
good aceess to highway
Ms, Diba: 09 03206

Several Apts in Garden Tower
in Elahich

new, from 150 sq.m to 250 A
sq.m Apts, 3 Bdrs., garden

sy equipped kitchen, could

be fully furn and new brand
lohby, opposite to French

school, good access to
Sadr highway Suitable for
Reasonable Price Embassy& Residency

Ms, Diba: 09128103206 N ;0128103206

Whole Building in
Zafaranich
2 floor, 4 Apts, each floor 160
sg.m with 3 Bdrs,, garden,
outdoor pool, parking,
renovated

Villa in Zafaranich
600 sq.m, 5 Bdrs., fully furn
renovated, outdoor pool
S8000 Very Nice Office in Jordan
S13000 88 sqm, furn/unfurn, S1200
Suirable for Embassy Available for Rent

Ms.Diba: 09128103206 Ms.5 9 0320
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CGMS during pregnancy
Researchers found the use of Continuous Glucose Monitoring System
(CGMS) during pregnancy led to significantly better health outcomes for
type 1 diabetes mothers and baby.

More infants, toddlers
placed in car seats correctly

esearch shows overall child

ty education programs are working, with

more infants and toddlers being positioned
correctly in car safety seats.

The American Academy of Pediatrics, or AAP,
recommends children be placed in rear-facing car
seats until at least the age of two, according to UPI.

The study, which will be presented at the AAP’s
National Conference and Exhibition in Chicago,
found that infants placed in rear-facing car seats in-
creased from 84 percent in 2009 to 91 percent in

2015.

The percentage of toddlers aged between 12-17
months being placed in rear-facing car seats also
increased dramatically from 12 percent to 61 per-
cent during the same time period.

The study included 7,725 children at the age of
15 months and younger in motor vehicles at 25 dif-
ferent sites throughout Indiana.

Dr. Joseph O’Neil, medical director of the Au-
tomotive Safety Program at Riley Hospital for
Children, Indiana University Health, said, “This
study shows that child passenger safety education
has been a success in making sure young children
are positioned correctly in the car, but there is still

room for improvement.”

Researchers found for older children aged be-
tween four and seven, booster seat use decreased
from 72 percent to 65 percent between 2009 and

2015.

Scientists have identified a set
of neurons deep in the brain that
controls the critical instinct of
thirst.

When the researchers used
optogenetics, or light stimu-
lation, to inhibit these brain
cells, mice reduced their water
consumption, according to the
study published in issue of the
US journal Science.

In contrast, activation of the
neurons cause the mice to drink
even though they are water sati-
ated, xinhuanet.com reported.

The researchers made these
findings by looking at a certain
region of the brain, the me-
dian preoptic nucleus (MnPO),
which previously has been
linked to the sensation of thirst.

Liqun Luo, a professor of bi-
ology at Stanford, who co-led
the study with his colleague,
Karl Deisseroth, a professor of
bioengineering and of psychia-
try and behavioral sciences,

safe-

drive, quench

your thirst
uncovered

said, “Vast majority of behav-
ioral experiments are done by
making animals thirsty, and
use water as reward to train
animals for specific tasks. So
thirst has a very strong motiva-
tional drive.

“However, as the animals be-
come less thirsty, their perfor-
mance deteriorates.

The study findings suggested educational
programs to improve child passenger safety
could focus on the gaps identified by the study,
including the recommendation to keep children

“My (team was) interested in
asking why water is so reward-
ing to thirsty animals and why
the motivation is lost when they
are less thirsty.”

The team utilized a new
method developed by them-
selves, called TRAP2, which
allows them to capture neuronal
populations that are activated

rear-facing

seat through age 13.

xinhuanet.com

by a specific stimulus — in this
case, water deprivation.

Luo said, “These experi-
ments suggested that activation
of these neurons provides a
thirst motivational drive.

“Furthermore, we can train
mice to turn off optogenetic
stimulation of these neurons by
pressing a lever, suggesting that

uPl

in safety seats through age 24
months, to use booster seats through age 8, and
the recommendation that children sit in the back

activation of these neurons is
aversive to mice, and they work
to turn off the stimulation.

“These experiments provide
neurobiological support for a
psychological theory known as
“drive reduction theory of moti-
vation’.

“The theory was proposed in
the 1940s as a unifying theory
to explain motivated behavior,
but went out of fashion later on
for lacking neurobiological sup-
port.

“In essence, a deviation of
homeostasis (such as water
deprivation), creates a nega-
tive drive (thirst), which mo-
tivated behavior to reduce
this negative drive (search for
water and drink) to restore ho-
meostasis.

“In another words, thirst
makes the animals feel bad, and
water is rewarding to thirst ani-
mals because it makes them feel
less bad and thus rewarding.”

Eating too much salty food could raise diabetes risk

Eating too much salty food dra-
matically raises the risk of dia-
betes, warned new research.

A study of almost 3,000 peo-
ple found those who consumed
the most salt were almost twice
as likely to develop diabetes, ex-
press.co.uk wrote.

And the risk rose almost four-
fold for those genetically predis-
posed to the condition, accord-
ing to the research.

Just under half a teaspoon
(2.50) extra a day increased the
risk of type 2 diabetes, the form
linked to obesity, by 65 percent.

Participants with the high-
est consumption — one-and-
a-quarter teaspoons or more
— were 72 percent more likely
to develop it than those with the
lowest.

The risk of developing LADA
(Latent Autoimmune Diabetes
in Adults), a form of type 1 dia-
betes, was even greater, increas-
ing 82 percent rise for each 2.5g
consumed daily.

And it nearly quadrupled
for those who ate lots of salt
and carried specific gene

mutations.

Dr. Bahareh Rasouli, of The
Institute of Environmental Med-
icine at the Karolinska Institute
in Sweden, said, “We confirm an
association between sodium in-
take and type 2 diabetes.

“High sodium intake may be a
risk factor for LADA, especially
in carriers of high risk HLA gen-
otypes.”

Unlike type one diabetes,
which usually is diagnosed
in children, LADA is slow
developing and often makes its
first appearance in adulthood.

Variants in HLA (human leu-
cocyte antigen) genes have been
shown to increase the risk of de-
veloping diabetes.

Rasouli added, “These find-
ings may have important im-
plications in the primary pre-
vention of diabetes with adult
onset.”

There are currently around 4.5
million people in the UK who
now have diabetes, with 90 per-
cent of cases thought to be type 2.

But the condition can be very
significantly improved through a

simple, healthy diet.

The National Health Service
(NHS) advises adults should eat
no more than 6g of salt a day,
about a teaspoon, and children
even less.

The research, presented at the
European Association for the
Study of Diabetes in Portugal,
is the strongest yet to link dia-
betes with high salt consump-
tion, which is known to be bad

doctormurray.com

for health by increasing blood
pressure.

Rasouli and  colleagues,
whose findings are also pub-
lished in the journal Diabeto-
logia, believe sodium — which
makes up 40 percent of salt —
makes the body resistant to the
glucose controlling hormone
insulin.

So for every 2.5g of salt
consumed, 1g is sodium.

Previous research has suggest-
ed too much salt may increase
the risk of developing type 2
diabetes, possibly through a di-
rect effect on insulin resistance,
and by causing high blood pres-
sure and obesity.

Rasouli’s team set out to shed
more light on the association by
using data from a Swedish pop-
ulation-based study of 355 pa-
tients with LADA and 1,136 with
type 2 diabetes and comparing
them to 1,379 healthy controls.

Dietary intake was recorded
using a food questionnaire and
used to calculate the daily con-
sumption of calories, nutrients
and sodium.

The influence of genetics on
diabetes risk was also consid-
ered, with patients being divided
into ‘high risk or ‘other’ accord-
ing to their HLA genotype.

The team also took into ac-
count risk factors including age,
sex, body mass index (BMI),
smoking, physical activity, fam-
ily history of diabetes, alcohol
and total energy and potassium
intake.

Why you should eat six meals a day
ifyouwantto lose weight
When you want to lose weight, many of us are put off by the idea of

starving ourselves, spending our days with rumbling stomachs and
having to resist giving in to our hunger.
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But this needn’t actually be the case at all, independent.co.uk wrote.

In fact, according to a new study, eating six meals a day rather than
three could help you stabilize your blood sugar levels, stick to your
healthy eating regime and reduce hunger.

Researchers from the Agricultural University of Athens assessed 47
obese people with pre-diabetes or type two diabetes — they found that
those who ate little and often had much better blood sugar control than
those consumed three larger meals a day.

The participants in the study were asked to follow a special diet for
six months. Everyone had the same calorie intake over the course of
the day (designed to maintain their weight), but the frequency of eat-
ing varied.

Half ate three meals a day, half ate six, and the groups switched after
three months.

The researchers found that the people who ate six times a day saw a
decrease in their glycated hemoglobin and glucose levels, which is a
sign of improved blood sugar control.

For the participants who had pre-diabetes and severely impaired
glucose tolerance, eating little and often helped reduce how often they
had high insulin levels and also delayed the time taken for blood glu-
cose to peak after eating sugar.

Lead researcher Dr. Emilia Papakonstantinou said, “Using a six-
meal pattern instead of three-meal, while containing the same overall
calories, improved blood sugar control and reduced hunger in obese
people with prediabetes or full-blown diabetes.

“These results suggest that increased frequency of meals, consumed
at regular times, may be a useful tool for doctors treating subjects with
obesity and diabetes or prediabetes, especially those who are reluctant
or unsuccessful dieters.”

One in three British adults are classed as having pre-diabetes, mean-
ing they’re at risk of developing the condition, and more than 3.6 mil-
lion Brits have type 2 diabetes linked to obesity.

Although the study was intended to assess diabetes and blood sugar,
all the participants reported reduced hunger levels when following the
six-meal plan.

This suggests that eating six smaller meals a day, rather than three
large ones, could help you achieve your weight-loss goals as well as
improving your blood sugar levels.

Diabetes UK warned people to check with a doctor before changing
their eating patterns.

Skin patch to shrink
unwanted fat works on mice

Imagine using a medicated skin patch to burn off areas of unwanted
fat, including those ‘love handles’. Scientists are doing just that — in
mice.

A skin patch designed to convert unhealthy white fat into energy-
burning brown fat was effective in rodents, according to researchers at
Columbia University Medical Center in New York City, UPI reported.

They said the
patch could help
reduce  unwanted

fat in specific areas
of the body, which
could aid in treat-
ing problems re-
lated to obesity and
diabetes.

‘Love handles’
— the fatty bulges
along the sides of
the torso — might
be one of the tar-
gets.

Researchers for
years have sought to find a viable way to convert white fat to brown
fat, a process called browning.

Browning can occur naturally when the body is exposed to cold
temperatures.

Study co-leader Li Qiang, an assistant professor of pathol-
ogy and cell biology, said, “There are several clinically available
drugs that promote browning, but all must be given as pills or
injections.

“This exposes the whole body to the drugs, which can lead to side
effects such as stomach upset, weight gain and bone fractures.

“Our skin patch appears to alleviate these complications by deliver-
ing most drugs directly to fat tissue.”

Qiang hopes people understand the intrinsic value of the research,
not just the potential cosmetic benefits.

Qiang said, “Many people will no doubt be excited to learn that we
may be able to offer a noninvasive alternative to liposuction for reduc-
ing love handles.

“What’s much more important is that our patch may provide a safe
and effective means of treating obesity and related metabolic disorders
such as diabetes.”

The patch has not been tested in humans. And often, results obtained
in animal studies are not replicated in studies with people.

The study was published in the journal ACS Nano.

UPI




Sept. 17, 2017 New marine reptile

A team of German and Swedish scientists have identified a new
long-necked marine reptile species of the early Jurassic.
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Brain halves increase communication
to compensate for aging

Increased communication between distant brain regions helps old-
er adults compensate for the negative aspects of aging, reported a
new study published in Human Brain Mapping.

The aged brain tends to show more bilateral communication than
the young brain, according to medicalxpress.com.

New marine reptile

While this finding has been observed many times, it has not been
clear whether this phenomena is helpful or harmful and no study
has directly manipulated this effect, until now.

Lead author Simon Davis, PhD, said, “This study provides an
explicit test of some controversial ideas about how the brain reor-
ganizes as we age.

“These results suggest that the aging brain maintains healthy
cognitive function by increasing bilateral communication.”

Davis and colleagues used a brain stimulation technique known
as transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) to modulate brain ac-
tivity of healthy older adults while they performed a memory task.

When researchers applied TMS at a frequency that depressed ac-
tivity in one memory region in the left hemisphere, communication
increased with the same region in the right hemisphere, suggesting
the right hemisphere was compensating to help with the task.

In contrast, when the same prefrontal site was excited, communi-
cation was increased only in the local network of regions in the left
hemisphere.

This suggested that communication between the hemispheres is
adeliberate process that occurs on an ‘as needed’ basis.

Furthermore, when the authors examined the white matter path-
ways between these bilateral regions, participants with stronger
white matter fibers connecting left and right hemispheres demon-
strated greater bilateral communication, strong evidence that struc-
tural neuroplasticity keeps the brain working efficiently in later
life.

Davis said, “Good roads make for efficient travel, and the brain
is no different. By taking advantage of available pathways, aging
brains may find an alternate route to complete the neural computa-
tions necessary for functioning.”

These results suggest that greater bilaterality in the prefrontal
cortex might be the result of the aging brain adapting to the damage
endured over the lifespan, in an effort to maintain normal function.

Future brain-stimulation techniques could target this bilateral ef-
fect in effort to promote communication between the hemispheres
and, hopefully, engender healthy cognition throughout the lifespan.

de-ice themsglves

Wiax couldthelp’roads

A wax additive could allow roads to de-ice themselves during bouts of cold, snowy weather.

simple wax additive could
keep roads and sidewalks ice-
free during a winter storm.

According to new research, wax
added to concrete can store energy un-
til it needs to be released. The released
energy can warm the concrete and de-
ice the road, UPI reported.

Scientists detailed the potential of
phase change materials (PCM) like
paraffin oil in a new paper, published
in the journal Cement and Concrete
Composites.

Yaghoob Farnam, an assistant pro-
fessor of engineering at Drexel Univer-
sity, said, “Phase change materials can
be incorporated into concrete using po-
rous lightweight aggregate or embed-
ded pipes and when PCM transforms
from liquid to solid during cooling

events, it can release thermal heat that
can be used to melt ice and snow.

“By inhibiting the formation of ice
and snow on the pavement or bridge
surface, the use of PCM may reduce or
eliminate the need for deicing chemi-
cals/salts, snowplowing or both — thus
saving money and positively influenc-
ing the environmental impact of such
operations.”

Paraffin oil is a common ingredient
in wax products like candles, polishes
and cosmetics.

The material is cheap and chemical-
ly stable. As it turns from a liquid to a
solid, it releases thermal energy.

The oil can be fine-tuned to solidify
at certain temperature ranges, so the
additive could be designed to release
energy during cold weather.

Researchers tested the de-icing ca-
pabilities of concrete slabs featuring
paraffin-filled pipes and a light-weight
paraffin-treated ~ aggregate. ~ During
testing at temperatures between 35°F
and 44°F, snow on the control slab re-
mained frozen, while slabs intersected
by paraffin melted away the snow
within 25 hours.

In the first round of testing, paraffin-
filled pipes were more efficient than
the paraffin aggregate.

When scientists tested the different
slabs at temperatures below freezing,
they found the concrete aggregate treat-
ed with paraffin proved more effective
at keeping the slab free of snow and ice.

Farnam said, “The gradual heat re-
lease due to the different pore sizes in
porous light-weight aggregate is more

UPI

beneficial in melting snow when con-
crete is exposed to variety of tempera-
ture changes when snow melting or
deicing is needed.

“We believe that using porous light-
weight aggregate can be potential way
of incorporating phase change materi-
als in concrete as it is easy to be im-
plemented in practice and can cover
environmental conditions of various
locations in the US dealing with snow,
especially melting snow or deicing in
roads and bridges in the Northeast.”

Researchers plan to test the paraffin
aggregate at larger scales. The tech-
nology could eventually be installed
on highways and airport runways, but
first scientists need to make sure paraf-
fin doesn’t negatively affect the pave-
ment’s durability or traction.

of torsional

phys.org

resonator for sensing and frequency mixing

New Kind of optical nanosensor
uses torque for signal processing

The world of nanosensors may be physi-
cally small, but the demand is large and
growing, with little sign of slowing.

As electronic devices get smaller, their
ability to provide precise, chip-based
sensing of dynamic physical properties
such as motion become challenging to
develop, phys.org reported.

An international group of research-
ers have put a literal twist on this chal-
lenge, demonstrating a new nanoscale
optomechanical resonator that can detect
torsional motion at near state-of-the-art
sensitivity.

Their resonator, into which they cou-
ple light, also demonstrates torsional
frequency mixing, a novel ability to im-
pact optical energies using mechanical
motions. They reported their work in the
journal Applied Physics Letters.

Jianguo Huang from Xi’an Jiaotong
University in China, one of the work’s
authors, said, “With developments of

nanotechnology, the ability to measure
and control torsional motion at the na-
noscale can provide a powerful tool to
explore nature.

“We present a novel ‘beam-in-cavity”
design in which a torsional mechanical
resonator is embedded into a racetrack
optical cavity, to demonstrate nanoscale
torsional motion sensing.”

Light has already been used in some-
what similar ways to detect the mechani-
cal flexing or ‘breathing’ of nanomate-
rials, typically requiring complex and
sensitive coupling to the light source.

This new approach is novel not only
in its detection of nanoscale torques, but
also in its integrated light-coupling de-
sign.

Using a silicon-based nanofabrication
method, Huang and his team designed
the device to allow light to couple direct-
ly via an etched grating to a waveguide
configuration, called a racetrack cavity,

in which the nanoresonator sits.

Huang said, “As light is coupled into
the racetrack cavity through a grating
coupler, mechanical torsional motion in
the cavity alters the propagation of light
and changes [the] power of output light.

“By detecting the small variation of
output light, the torsional motions can be
measured.”

Beyond just detecting torques on their
micron-length lever arms, the resonators
can also affect the resulting optical prop-
erties of the incident signal.

The torsional frequency of the me-
chanical system mixes with the modu-
lated optical signals.

Huang added, “The most surprising
part is that when we modulate the input
light, we can observe the frequency mix-
ing.

“It is exciting for frequency mixing
since it has only been demonstrated by
flexural or breathing modes before.

“This is the first demonstration of
torsional frequency mixing, which may
have implications for on-chip RF signal
modulation, such as super-heterodyne
receivers using optical mechanical reso-
nators.”

This is just the start for potential uses
of torque-based nanosensors.

Theoretically, there are a number of
frequency tricks these devices could play
for signal processing and sensing appli-
cations.

Huang noted, “We will continue to
explore unique characters of this tor-
sional optomechanical sensor and try to
demonstrate novel phenomena, such as
inference of dispersive and dissipative
optomechanical coupling hidden behind
the sensing.

“For engineering, magnetic or electri-
cally-sensitive materials can be coated
on the surface of torsional beams to
sense small variations of physical fields,
such as magnetic or electric fields to
serve as multifunctional sensors.”

Scientists map water across Moon’s soil

For the first time, scientists have mapped the distribu-
tion of water across lunar soil.

The new Moon map could help scientists at NASA
identify the ideal spot for a future lunar colony or re-
search facility, UPI wrote.

Scientists calibrated data collected by NASA's
Moon Mineralogy Mapper to determine how much
water and hydroxyl, a related molecule, is present be-
neath the lunar surface.

Researcher Shuai Li said, “The signature of water
is present nearly everywhere on the lunar surface, not
limited to the polar regions as previously reported.

“The amount of water increases toward the poles
and does not show significant difference among dis-
tinct compositional terrains.”

Li conducted the re-
search while doctoral
student at Brown Uni-
versity, but now works
as a postdoctoral re-
searcher at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii.

The Moon isn’t
flush with water, by
any means. The wet-
test lunar soil, found in
the Polar Regions, host
just 500 to 750 parts per
million — less than the
dunes of Earth’s driest
deserts.

Still, if you're 100king 1, . e\ map reveals the concentrations of

to establish a lunar out-
post, some water is better
than no water.

Ralph Milliken, an associate professor at Brown,
said, “This is a roadmap to where water exists on the
surface of the Moon.

“Now that we have these quantitative maps showing
where the water is and in what amounts, we can start
thinking about whether or not it could be worthwhile
to extract, either as drinking water for astronauts or to
produce fuel.”

The new map offers clues as where the Moon’s

Moon’s soil.

water came from. Most water and hydroxyl molecules
were deposited by solar wind, but a few deposits have
unique origins.

The map revealed higher concentrations of water in
volcanic deposits near the equator, suggesting water
was brought to the surface as magma erupted from the
deep-lying mantle.

Data from the Moon Mineralogy Mapper also
showed lower lunar latitudes get wetter in the morning
and drier in the evenings.

Milliken said, “We don’t know exactly what the
mechanism is for this fluctuation, but it tells us that the
process of water formation in the lunar soil is active
and happening today.

_ “This raises the
possibility that water
may re-accumulate
after extraction, but
we need to better un-
derstand the physics
of why and how this
happens to under-
stand the timescale
over which water
may be renewed.”

Interactions  be-
tween solar winds
and the lunar soil
could explain the
migration of water
across the Moon’s
surface.
Some scien-
tists believed there is a significant
amount of water locked up in the form of ice hiding in
the bottom of lunar craters, but the Moon Mineralogy
Mapper can’t analyze parts of the lunar surface that re-
main permanently dark.

Milliken said, “Those ice deposits may indeed be
there, but because they are in shadowed areas it’s
not something we can easily confirm using these
data.”

Researchers published their new map and analysis
in the journal Science Advances.

water trapped in the




Sept. 17, 2017 Bullied for being small or fat

Children relentlessly bullied for being small or fat may not go on to be
unhappy as an adult, new research suggested.
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conflicts have been a key driver of severe food
crisis and recently re-emerged famines, a major
United Nations joint report has just revealed.

Hunger and under nutrition are significantly worse
where conflicts are prolonged and institutional capaci-
ties weak, warned the first-ever UN report measuring
progress on meeting new international goals pegged to
eradicating hunger and malnutrition by 2030, Ipsnews
reported.

Anew edition of the annual report on world food secu-
rity and nutrition said, “After steadily declining for over
a decade, global hunger is on the rise again, affecting
815 million people in 2016, or 11 percent of the global
population.”

At the same time, multiple forms of malnutrition are
threatening the health of millions worldwide, it added.

“The increase — 38 million more people than the pre-
vious year — is largely due to the proliferation of violent
conflicts and climate-related shocks, according to the
study.”

Addressing food insecurity and malnutrition in con-
flict-affected situations cannot be ‘business as usual’,
alerted the new edition of “The State of Food Security
and Nutrition in the World 2017, Building Resilience for
Peace and Food Security’.

It requires a conflict-sensitive approach that aligns
actions for immediate humanitarian assistance, long-
term development and sustaining peace, said this

Exacerbated by climate-related shocks, increasing

year’s report, which has been elaborated by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAOQ); the International Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD), and the UN World Food Program
(WFP), along with the United Nations Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO).

Consequences

The consequences are striking — around 155 million
children aged under five are stunted (too short for their
age), the report said, while 52 million suffer from wast-
ing, meaning their weight is too low for their height.

Meantime, an estimated 41 million children are now
overweight. Anemia among women and adult obesity are
also cause for concern.

These trends are a consequence not only of conflict
and climate change but also of sweeping changes in di-
etary habits and economic slowdowns.

The report is the first UN global assessment on food
security and nutrition to be released following the adop-
tion of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
which aims to end hunger and all forms of malnutrition
by 2030 as a top international policy priority.

It singled out conflict — increasingly compounded by
climate change — as one of the key drivers behind the
resurgence of hunger and many forms of malnutrition.

And it sent a clear warning signal that the ambition of

fbegso.org

aworld without hunger and malnutrition by 2030 will be
challenging — achieving it will require renewed efforts
through new ways of working.

The joint report provided estimates of the number and
proportion of hungry people on the planet and includes
data for the global, regional, and national levels, while
offering a significant update on the shifting global milieu
that is today affecting people’s food security and nutri-
tion, in all corners of the globe.

Among other key findings, it reveals that in 2016 the
number of chronically undernourished people in the
world is estimated to have increased to 815 million — up
from 777 million in 2015 although still down from about
900 million in 2000.

After a prolonged decline, this recent increase could
signal a reversal of trends.

“The food security situation has worsened in particu-
lar in parts of sub-Saharan Africa, Southeastern Asia and
Western Asia, and deteriorations have been observed
most notably in situations of conflict and conflict com-
bined with droughts or floods.”

The apparent halt to declining hunger numbers is not
yet reflected in the prevalence of child stunting, which
continues to fall, though the pace of improvement is
slower in some regions, the report warned.

Globally, the prevalence of stunting fell from 29.5 per-
cent to 22.9 percent between 2005 and 2016, although
155 million children under five years of age across the
world still suffer from stunted growth.

US kids, teens going to ER

with opioid addiction increasing

A growing number of children and
teens are turning up in US emergency
departments dependent on opioids —
including prescription painkillers and
heroin, a new study found.

Researchers found that in 2013,
nearly 50,000 ER patients aged 21 and
younger were diagnosed with opioid
dependence or addiction. That was
up from just over 32,200 in 2008, UPI
wrote.

By that final year, roughly 135
kids were testing positive for opioid
dependence each day in the nation’s
emergency departments, the research-
erssaid.

Child health experts said the find-
ings offer the latest glimpse into the
national opioid epidemic — and, spe-
cifically, its impact on kids.

Lead researcher Dr. Veerajaland-
har Allareddy, medical director of the

pediatric intensive care unit at Stead
Family Children’s Hospital, in lowa
City, said, “This is not just a problem
for adults. Kids are also at risk of opi-
oid abuse, and it’s an emerging public
health issue.”

One doctor, who sees kids with opi-
oid dependence, said he was not sur-
prised by the study results.

Dr. Marcel Casavant, chief of
toxicology at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital, in Columbus, Ohio, said, “I
have no problem believing this. | can
tell you this is real, based on my own
practice.

“There are definitely more and
younger children turning up [with opi-
oid dependence].”

In a study published earlier this
year, Casavant and his colleagues
found one promising pattern: US poi-
son control centers are seeing fewer

calls about children and teenagers
who’d ingested prescription opioids
— either accidentally or intentionally.

But some other trends were omi-
nous: Among teenagers, the rate of
suspected suicide by opioid overdose
rose by 53 percent between 2000 and
2015.

The new study focused on opioid
dependence and addiction among
young people, using emergency de-
partment records from a nationally
representative sample of US hospi-
tals.

In 2008, there were 32,235 patients
younger than 21 diagnosed with opi-
oid dependence or addiction. By 2013,
that had risen to 49,626, the findings
showed.

The large majority of those ER
visits — 88 percent — were made
by 18- to 21-year-olds, while 16- and

17-year-olds accounted for over eight
percent. But there was a ‘handful” of
cases among children younger than
12, Allareddy said.

Opioids include heroin, as well as
prescription painkillers like OxyCon-
tin, Percocet and Vicodin. Starting
in the 1990s, US doctors started pre-
scribing those pain medications much
more often, over concerns that pa-
tients with severe pain were not being
adequately helped.

Nationwide, sales of prescription
opioids rose 300 percent between
1999 and 2008, according to the US
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

But there was an unintended side
effect: A sharp rise in painkiller abuse
and ‘diversion” — meaning the drugs
increasingly got into the hands of peo-
ple with no legitimate medical need.

Young kids with cellphones face a hidden risk
\

Cyberbullying starts early, and eight- and nine-year-olds
with cellphones are especially vulnerable, new research
found.

According to webmd.com, study researcher Elizabeth
Englander, a professor of psychology at Bridgewater
State University in Massachusetts, said, “Parents often
cite the benefits of giving their child a cellphone, but our
research suggested that giving young children these de-
vices may have unforeseen risks as well.”

She and her colleagues surveyed nearly 4,600 students
in third, fourth and fifth grades between 2014 and 2016.

Overall, about 10 percent said they’d been victims of
a cyberbully. However, younger students with phones
were much more likely to report electronic abuse, the
study showed.

Cellphones also increased the students’ odds of be-
coming cyberbullies themselves. This was true in all
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three grades, the study found.

The researchers found that older kids were most likely
to have phones — about six in 10 students. But half of
fourth graders and about 40 percent of third graders had
them as well.

Having a phone gives kids more opportunity to engage
positively and negatively with their peers through social
media and texting, the researchers explained. This con-
stant access ups the likelihood that students will send or
receive impulsive texts or messages.

The study authors cautioned parents to consider the
potential downside of providing a cellphone to a child
not yet in middle school.

“At the very least, parents can engage in discussions and
education with their child about the responsibilities inherent
in owning a mobile device, and the general rules for com-
municating in the social sphere,” Englander said in a news
release from the American Academy of Pediatrics.

The study findings are scheduled for presentation at an
American Academy of Pediatrics meeting, in Chicago. Un-
til published in a peer-reviewed medical journal, research
presented at meetings is usually considered preliminary.

Freshviolence in CAR
leads to more displaced

Expressing concern over continued violence in the Central Af-
rican Republic (CAR) and the resulting ‘massive new levels”
of displacement, the United Nations refugee agency has under-
scored the need to ensure that relief workers are not made targets
of hostilities and are given the humanitarian security they need to
carry out their mission.

According to un.org, Andrej Mahecic, a spokesperson for the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
said, “Since May, fresh and fierce clashes between armed groups
in the CAR have wrought increasing suffering, deaths and de-
struction of property.

un.org

“Many newly displaced people speak of having witnessed kill-
ings, robberies, lootings and kidnappings. Even after reaching
safe locations, they often risk assault by armed groups, if they
venture outside.”

The crisis, well into its fourth year, has left one in every two
Central African in need of humanitarian assistance or protection
to survive and, if left to fester, the violence could negate the pro-
gress towards recovery in the country.

The violence has also driven over half a million people from
CAR to seek refuge in neighboring countries and displaced an
additional 600,000 people within the country.

The level of insecurity has also prevented UNHCR and other
relief organizations to fully assess the full extent of damage or
displacement from the recent violence.

“Some of our planned humanitarian deliveries by air have also
been delayed or blocked, due to the armed groups’ presence [and]
aid agencies, including UNHCR, are increasingly among those
targeted by armed groups and have, in some instances, been com-
pelled to temporary withdraw their personnel,” said Mahecic.

“Despite the challenges, we continue to help those displaced in
areas like the Haute-Kotto provincial capital of Bria, which was at
the center of much of the displacement in the east,” he added, noting
that the UN agency’s response is struggling due to lack of resources.

Earlier this year, UNCHR issued an appeal for $209 million for
its operations within the country as well as to assist refugees from
the Central African Republic in neighboring countries. However,
only nine percent of the appeal has been funded thus far.

Retaining older teachers
for secondary education

Not all teachers succeed in staying happy with their work until
the end of their career. Dissatisfied older teachers will tend to quit
before reaching retirement age.

Work overload, low status of the profession, disruptive student
behavior, and a poor relationship with students are reasons of-
ten mentioned for the declining job satisfaction of older teachers,
phys.org wrote.
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In the Netherlands, like in many other Western countries, we
face a shortage of teachers. In the public debate, much attention
is paid to beginning teachers. How can we keep them for the pro-
fession?

This is important. But it is equally important to keep older
teachers for the profession. To this little attention is paid in the
public debate, but also in research.

The purpose of this dissertation was to gain insight into the re-
lation between the job satisfaction of older teachers and the qual-
ity of their relationship with students.

Older teachers differ in the extent to which they are satisfied
with their work and the relationship with their students.

Unsatisfied older teachers name extrinsic factors as causes for
their dissatisfaction, such as work overload and administrative
burden.

Satisfied older teachers often name intrinsic factors, such as a
good relationship with students.

Older teachers also differ in how they estimate the relationship
with their students: More positively or negatively than the stu-
dents.

In coaching older teachers, it is important to take into consid-
eration the role that the relationship with students has for job sat-
isfaction.

Coaching should not only be aimed at dissatisfied older teach-
ers; coaching of (still) satisfied older teachers may be important
to maintain their job satisfaction.

Older teachers often overestimate or underestimate themselves
in their relationship with students. It is important to address this
in coaching. In the case of underestimating, this is in the interest
of the teachers themselves. In the case of overestimating it may
also be to the advantage of the students.
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Daredevil farmer performs unbelievable tricks on tractor Man who spotted intense, bright light

farmer, who performs
jaw-dropping  wheelies
on his tractor, has built

up a huge fan base after videos
of his skills were shared online.

Gaggi Bansra, 21, has been
practicing his unbelievable acts
for more than four years after
finding a passion for daredevil
stunts while working in his fa-
ther’s fields in Punjab, mirror.
co.uk reported.

Now, the insipid young stunt-
man can effortlessly maneu-
vered the one tone tractor on its
back wheels and drag it for an
impressive 100 meters (328ft) at
one time.

“It is a thrilling ride. It takes
me to a different zone. | feel all
pumped up while doing these
stunts,” said Bansra.

The only son of an agrar-
ian father, Bansra, has been
passionate about stunts since he
was a teenager. He dreamed of
owning a motorbike but could

never afford one and instead
started practicing on the only
vehicle available to him.

When he dropped out of col-
lege, Bansra started helping his
father irrigating the fields and,
four years ago, he began trying
his hand at tractor wheelies.

CATERS NEWS AGENCY

He said: “I had never seen any
videos of such stunts before. It
just came to my mind that why
not try doing some adventure
with the heavy machine.

“I would be honest, | miser-
ably failed the first day as the
tractor was heavy and it did not

Rare white giraffes sighted in Kenya

A pair of rare white giraffes, a mother and
child, have been spotted in Kenya and cap-
tured on video for the first time.

The unique giraffes suffer from a genetic
condition called leucism, which prevents pig-
mentation in skin cells and results in a white,
pale color, dailymail.co.uk wrote.

Unlike albinism where there is only an absence
of melanin, leucism is a condition that is caused
by areduction in multiple types of pigment.

Leucism is a condition where there is loss
of multiple types of pigment and results in a
white, pale or patchy color. Albinism, on the
other hand, is caused by a reduction in melanin
pigment alone.

The main way to differentiate the two types

is through the eyes. Sufferers of albinism have
a similar color loss in hair and skin but they
also have this in their eyes. Pale eyes or often
pink or red eyes are common as the blood ves-
sels show through, whereas in leucism, this is
uncommon.

““The mother kept pacing back and forth
a few yards in front of us while signaling the
baby giraffe to hide behind the bushes.”

According to HCP, other than the video,
only two known sightings have been made in
Kenya and Tanzania. The very first report of a
white giraffe in the wild was in January 2016
in Tarangire National park, Tanzania and the
second in March 2016 in Ishagbini conserv-
ancy, Garissa County, Kenya.

Seaside travelers

even come off the ground.”

While the first try was a com-
plete disappointment, Bansra
was unfazed and kept his hopes
high. Within three months, he
mastered his act.

Once he got into the groove,
the young farmer started show-
ing off his stunts to other farm-
ersinthe field.

With  growing  popularity
across the villages, offers from
fair and films started pouring in.

He said: “People came from
far and wide villages to see me
doing the stunts. They found it
unbelievable, because they had
no clue how I could even lift the
tractor off the ground.

“I get offers from various fair
organizers every year. People
pay as much as £176 to see me
performing these stunts.

“My father had opposed my
passion, because he feared that it
is life-threatening and the stunts
can even damage the tractor.”

CATERS NEWS AGENCY

says UFO is from another planet

A man said he spotted a UFO “not from our world”
hovering in the sky and flashing strangely in broad
daylight.

Bob Wise, 49, said he saw the bizarre object
at around 12pm in Easthampsted, Bracknell, and
Berkshire, the UK, on August 27, mirror.co.uk
wrote.

The day was hot and sunny, with perfectly clear
skies. But despite the bright sun-
light, Wise said the ob- [~
ject stood out, prompting
him to take out his iPhone
and capture some photo-
graphs.

Wise said: “It was sta-
tionary. Just flashing. It
was dim at first, but then
it got brighter and brighter, e
which is when | decided
to take the pictures on my
iPhone.”

But it wasn’t until Wise edited the live photos
together (each photo is made up of three seconds
of video footage) that he noticed how strange the
object was.

Describing the UFO as the shape as a ‘ball bear-
ing’, Wise said the object hovered for around six
or seven minutes, before eventually moving slow-
ly across the sky.

And he claimed that the object might not be

| —

from our planet.

He said: “My gut reaction is that it’s not ours. It
was incredibly bright, it appeared to have its own
life source.”

“The light reminded me of being in chemistry
lessons at school, like burning magnesium.

“It wasn’t an electrical light. It was very odd.”

Wise said the airspace where he spotted the

UFO is a busy one.

He said: “I see planes
and helicopters in the sky
all the time. But these
lights stood out.

| “I just don’t think it’s
from here. I’'m open-mind-

ed about these things.
“The footage is straight
from my iPhone, it hasn’t
— been tampered with. Of
GETTY IMAGES  course, I’m still open to
the fact that it could be

some sort of atmospheric phenomenon.”

Bracknell has become a UFO hotspot in recent
years, with several strange sightings reported.

Wise himself said he spotted a strange cylindri-
cal shape in the sky around five years ago.

And in 2013, an aircraft pilot was flying at
around 34,000ft when he spotted a “bright, sil-
ver, rugby-ball shaped” craft approaching the
plane.

Some travelers, journeying along the sea-
shore, climbed to the summit of a tall cliff,
and looking over the sea, saw in the distance
what they thought was a large ship. They
waited in the hope of seeing it enter the har-
bor, but as the object on which they looked
was driven nearer to shore by the wind, they
found that it could at the most be a small
boat, and not a ship.

Global Wo

When, however, it reached the beach,
they discovered that itwas only a large
faggot of sticks, and one of them said to
his companions, “We have waited for no
purpose, for after all there is nothing to see
but a load of wood.”

Our mere anticipations of life outrun its
realities.
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KEREK WONGSA/REUTERS
A baby Sumatran orangutan is bathed after arriving at a wildlife center, Ratchaburi, Thailand.
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Brazilian bad boy

Brazil’s Guilherme Clezar was fined £1,100 by the International Tennis
Federation for a ‘racist’ gesture he made during a Davis Cup match
against Japan’s Yuichi Sugita in Osaka.

Iran’s Nemati grabs
world archery gold

Sports Desk

ran’s Zahra Nemati collected a

prestigious gold medal at the 2017

World Archery Para Champion-
ships in China.

On Saturday, the two-time Paralym-
pics gold medalist defeated her Turk-
ish opponent Merve Nur Eroglu by a
6-2 score line in the final contest of the
women’s recurve open competitions in

Real wants more from Bale,

the Chinese capital city of Beijing to
grab the gold.

The Turkish Archer settled for the
silver and China’s Wu Chunyan took
the bronze.

“I'm pretty satisfied with my per-
formance at the competitions and set
some good records in both preliminary
rounds and knockout stages which
even bettered my tallies at the Rio
Paralympics,” Nemati said upon her

worldarchery.org

triumph in Beijing.

There was even more glory for the
32-year-old Iranian later in the day as
the pair of Nemati and Pouria Jalalipour
managed to finish third in the mixed
team’s recurve open and pocketed the
bronze medal. Italian contestants Elisa-
betta Mijno and Stefano Travisan col-
lected the gold medal followed by Thais
Silva Carvalho and Francisco Cordeiro
from Brazil who scooped the silver.

Zidane says

Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane said he
wants more from Gareth Bale as injuries and
suspensions bite ahead of the visit to Real So-
ciedad tonight.

After a poor start to the campaign, with just
one goal in his first five games, Bale was whis-
tled by Madrid fans during home draws against
both Levante and Valencia, ESPN reported.

With pundits calling this the worst spell
since Bale arrived from Tottenham for €101
million in 2013, the Wales international called
for “calm” on Friday.

Zidane also called for patience at a news
conference on Saturday and argued that, after
injuries last season, it will take time for Bale to
return to top form.

“Lately the questions are all about Gareth,
but each day he feels better,” he said.

“He had four months out of the team, and to
return to his best level he will need four more
months at least. We must give him time, and
we are happy with him.

“The price puts you up there, you cannot do
anything about that, it happened to me when |
found it tough in my first months after | came
here.

“If Gareth scores twice tomorrow, everyone
will be happy. | hope he does and we change
what people are thinking about Gareth.

“We want more from him on the pitch, he
does too, but he will be very good very soon,
for sure.”

Bale will be the only member of the “BBC”
strike-force available tonight, with Madrid
missing the suspended Cristiano Ronaldo and
the injured Karim Benzema.

“Gareth will play his own role,” Zidane said.
“We must not think that Gareth must step up
without Karim and Cristiano.

“We have many players who can make the
difference, each day it is someone else. The
pressure does not affect him.”

Zidane’s selection problems have height-
ened, with Toni Kroos and Jesus Vallejo miss-
ing training on Saturday and joining Benzema
and Mateo Kovacic on the injured list.

“We cannot count on someone who does
not train the day before the game, and that
has happened with Jesus and Toni,” Zidane
added.

“Their problems are not too serious, but we
never take risks. It is inevitable that there are
moments with injuries and suspensions over a
season.

“So we must be patient at the moment, but
tomorrow we will send out a very good team,
and with good players on the bench too.”

Zidane said that after the two recent draws it
was important not to drop more points against
a La Real side alongside Barcelona at the top
of the early standings.

“It is an important game after losing four
points, and we are playing at the home of the

“But the negative results will not change

Iran beats Japan to stay in course for title
Y od " .
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Iran’s Amir Ghafour (R) spikes against Japan’s defensive duo in the FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Grand Champions Cup in Osaka,
17.

Japan, on September 16, 2017.

Amir Ghafour topped all scorers with
23 points to boost Iran’s 3-1 (21-25,
25-19, 25-20, 25-14) win over Japan
in the FIVB Volleyball Men’s World
Grand Champions Cup at the Osaka
Municipal Central Gymnasium on
Saturday.

Ghafour had a solid performance
from the attack line as he scored 21
spikes, which went along with his
contribution in defense with two stuff
blocks, fivh.com reported.

Iran had a total of 13 blocks, in-
cluding Saman Faezi’s four and Seyed
Mohammed Mousavi’s three. Issei
Otake and Akihiro Yamauchi led Ja-

sometimes.

not done so bad until now. It is good to say this

pan with 16 and 11 points, respec-
tively.

Iran and Japan most recent meet-
ing at world level was in 2016, when
Iran beat its opponent in four sets in
the Olympics qualifier. In their third
encounter at the World Grand Cham-
pions Cup, Iran won again with the
same score line of 3-1.

Japan played a fast-paced game
against its Asian rival Iran in the
opening set. As Masahiro Yanagida
struggled on offence, setter Naonobu
Fujii set up masterful plays for his
other hitters, which resulted to a bril-
liant 25-21 first-set win.

Iranians, however, countered with
solid blocks and strong spikes that
rewarded them with the win. By the
third set, Iran already established its
ground on offence and defense that
made it difficult for the host to over-
come.

The victory puts Iran third in
the table next to Brazil and Italy
to give the Asian giant the slight-
est of hopes of winning the title
when all teams play the last round
of the competition today where
Iran faces France, Italy meets the
US and Brazil squares off with the
host Japan.
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“It seems people think we are playing badly.

coleader,” Zidane said. anything about what we want to do. We have But we are doing well.”

tory, identified in a 2015 World Anti-Doping
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- |0C: Evidence found in Sochi drugs probe

tocharge athletes

A first batch of athletes suspected of having
been part of a Russian doping ring at the So-
chi 2014 Winter Games may soon be charged
by the International Olympic Committee
(10C), the head of the investigation said on
Friday.

10C member Denis Oswald said evidence
gathered so far will be combined with results
of tests to determine whether urine and blood
sample bottles had been tampered with, to
replace positive samples with clean samples,
Reuter reported.

“We feel we have found a number of ele-
ments to charge a certain number of athletes,”
Oswald told I0OC members at the body’s ses-
sion meeting in Lima.

“In a few days we will have the results
of the first batch of 50 bottles (determining
whether or not they had been tampered with)
and then we can proceed.”

Swiss Oswald, who did not say how many
athletes could be involved, said the first hear-
ings would start in October. He added that his
commission could only ban athletes from the
Olympics and not impose other sanctions.

“We can only disqualify athletes. We have
been working closely with winter sports fed-
erations and they will be ready as soon as we
have made our decision to go on with their
own procedure.”

Grigory Rodchenkov, the former head of
Moscow’s discredited anti-doping labora-

abettor of the doping activities’, revealed a
scheme for covering up Russian competi-
tors’ positive drug samples at the 2014 Win-
ter Olympics. This triggered a number of
investigations, including Oswald’s on behalf
of the 10C, to determine whether Russia had
manipulated their athletes’ samples at those
Olympics three years ago.

The participation of Russian athletes at
next February’s Pyeongchang Winter Olym-
pics depends on the results of the Oswald re-
port, which he said would be completed be-
fore the end of the year.

“The WADA board meeting in Seoul in
November could recommend that RUSADA
becomes compliant,” he said, criticizing a
group of the world’s leading national anti-
doping organizations (NADOs) who this
week called for Russia to be excluded from
Pyeongchang.
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Leo Tolstoy:

I think... if it is true that there are as many minds as there are heads, then
there are as many kinds of love as there are hearts.

Canoe unearthed by Hurricane Irma
could be hundreds ofyearsold

A Florida photographer on an early-morning bike ride the
day after Hurricane Irma ravaged the coast stumbled upon
a dugout canoe that may be hundreds of years old, accord-
ing to officials.

“As soon as | saw it, | knew exactly what it was,” Randy
Lathrop, a self-proclaimed history buff, told ABC News of
his unusual discovery.

The canoe washed up from the Indian River, north of
Cocoa, Florida, along what locals have dubbed Florida’s
“‘Space Coast’ for its proximity to the Kennedy Space Cent-
er and Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.

“I can look across the river and see the launch pad and
the vehicle assembly building. It’s a real contrast,” Lath-
rop said of the area where the canoe was found, which is
steeped in Native American history.
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He immediately contacted the Florida Division of His-
torical Resources before someone could mistake it for de-
bris and throw it away.

“It looked just like a log,” said Lathrop. “My main con-
cern was to secure it from harm’s way. | was able to go
half a mile away and get my friend with a truck and we
struggled to get into the back of the truck. It weighs almost
700 pounds, but to me, it might as well have weighed 1,000
pounds. It’s been water soaked for years.”

The 15-foot-long canoe could be anywhere from several
decades to several hundred years old, according to Sarah
Revell, a spokeswoman with the department. Carbon dat-
ing will help to narrow down the boat’s age.

“Florida is a treasure trove of unique history and we are
excited about the recent discovery of the dugout canoe,”
Revell told ABC News. “As we continue to evaluate and
learn more about the canoe, our goal is to ensure it is pre-
served and protected for future generations in the local
community and across Florida to learn from and enjoy.”

The canoe has a squared off form, which Revell said is
commonly seen in the historic period (from 1513 to about
50 years ago in Florida), but there are several uncommon
features on it too: Compartments, square nails and what ap-
pears to be a seat.

“The compartments are a bit out of the ordinary,” she
said. “The square nails are cut nails. Cut nails were first in
production in the early 19th century so that helps to indi-
cate it is a historic canoe.”

Lathrop said he was excited to get the canoe off the road
to save it for the public.

“It belongs to the state, it belongs to the people of Flori-
da. That’s the law,” he said.

Revell said the canoe was evaluated by a professional
archeologist based in Canaveral on September 14. It is cur-
rently being kept wet in an undisclosed safe place.

Berlin museum hails graffiti
asartform

Many cities around the world view graffiti as nothing less
than vandalism — a form of pollution that must be re-
moved from the streets.

But a new gallery in the German capital is celebrating it as
anart form.

The Urban Nation Museum for Urban Contemporary Art is
opening in Berlin, a city famous for its street art.

The showcase, featuring the works of 150 international and
local artists, is being described as the first of its kind in the
world.

“Urban contemporary art is the logical next step to follow
what is happening on the street,” museum Director Yasha
Young told Reuters.

“This house can be an archive that tells the story [of street
art] for the first time, from the beginning until now,” she said.

Many of the artworks featured in the museum have been
exhibited on the fagade and surrounding streets ahead of the
formal launch of the inaugural display.

Itis illegal to daub graffiti on Berlin’s buildings without the
permission of the owner.

But the city has also introduced measures to help street art-
ists carry out their art legally.

British artist Louis Masai, whose work is exhibited in the
new museum, welcomed Saturday’s opening.

“It means that the artists who have been a part of this scene
and movement for a long time are now getting the respect that
they deserve,” he said.
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ranian-Italian artworks on view

Art & sre Desk

nart exhibition ‘Memory and Object’, featuring the
A:vorks of 14 Iranian and Italian artists, is underway
it Italy’s Certosa of Capri.

Organized by Iran’s Art Center and Italy’s Garuzzo Insti-
tute for Visual Arts, the fourth edition of the exhibition will
continue until September 31, honaronline.ir reported.

Seven Iranian artists and seven Italian artists have put

their artworks on display to analyze the past and the present
and eventually boost cultural ties.

Head of Art Center galleries Vahid Malek said that Iran
and Italy are the manifestations of Western and Eastern civ-
ilizations, adding, “Both countries have a lot of commonali-
ties which are even illustrated in the colors of the two coun-
tries’ flags.”

Rosalba Garouzzo, founder of the Garuzzo Institute for
Visual Arts stated that the exhibition is verily an instance of

cooperation between two countries with different features
under the name of art and culture.

Iranian artists whose works are on display at the event are
Alireza Saadatmand, Firoozeh Akhlaqi, Mohammad-Hadi
Fadavi, Shahram Karimi, Alireza Karimpour, Sahar Salehi
and Amir-Bakhtiar Sanjabi.

The Italian artists include AfterAll, Afilippo Centenari,
Fabrizio Cotognini, Pamela Diamanter, Pierpaolo Lista,
Giovannj Termini and Ciro Vitale.
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Iranian artist Nasrin Atigechi is holding a painting exhibition at Tehran’s Golestan Gallery until September 20, 2017.

‘The Rock’ docu to vie in Estonia

Iranian documen-
tary ‘The Rock’,
directed by Ha-
mid Jafari  was
accepted into the
screening program
of 15th Matsalu In-
ternational Nature
Film Festival in
Estonia.

‘The Rock’ is a
25-minute  docu-
mentary which
narrates the story
of a woman who
lives nearby the
South Western
city of Ramhor-
moz. Every day,
she goes to the mountain with a sledgehammer and
a crowbar in hand to smash and break the rocks so
that she can sell them to provide for her family, Mehr
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Kermanshah Karaj

Tehran

News Agency re-
ported.

So far, ‘The
Rock’ has had sev-
eral international
screenings  which
include  Switzer-
land’s Visions Du
Reel, Britain’s Hot
Docs, Netherland’s
IDFA and France’s
Silhouette and
has won various
awards in both na-
tional and interna-
tional festivals.

The 15th Mat-
salu International
Nature Film Festi-
val, as one of the renowned and respected festivals in
the film world, will take place in Tallin, the capital of
Estonia, from September 20 to 24, 2017.
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