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Abstract

This article presents an in-depth and reflective examination of the evolving scholarly discourse
surrounding the perceived decline of Zionism'. The author traces the intellectual journey of

Zionist thought, beginning with internal ideological debates among Zionist scholars and
culminating in its current status as a central and contested theme within academic research.
This transformation has been significantly shaped by key historical events, most notably the
V41V Arab-Israeli war and successive Palestinian uprisings, which have prompted a critical

reassessment of the essence and legitimacy of Zionism as both a political and ideological
project.

The study draws upon a diverse range of theoretical frameworks to analyze the structural
challenges facing the Zionist enterprise. These include settler colonial theory, ethnonationalism,
and post-Zionist critiques, each offering unique insights into the tensions and contradictions
embedded within the Zionist narrative. The article also highlights emerging trends in academic
discourse, such as the gradual shift from advocating a two-state solution toward a more
pragmatic acceptance of a one-state reality. This shift has intensified scholarly focus on the
constitutional dilemmas arising from the inherent tension between Israel’s Jewish identity and
its democratic principles.

In addition to these core themes, the article explores newly developing areas of inquiry that
reflect the changing landscape of Zionist studies. These include the growing disconnect
between Zionism and Jewish diaspora communities, as well as the application of environmental
justice" frameworks to assess the ecological consequences of prolonged conflict—particularly in

relation to land use and natural resource management. To ensure a balanced perspective, the
study also engages with opposing viewpoints that emphasize the resilience and relative strength
of Zionism. These perspectives underscore Israel’s economic achievements, military capabilities,
and strategic geopolitical influence as indicators of its continued viability.

Finally, the article acknowledges the influential role of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) movement in shaping global conversations around the moral and political legitimacy of
Zionism. Through a scientifically grounded and human-centered lens, the author offers a
comprehensive and nuanced portrait of Zionism’s contested legacy and its dynamic place within
contemporary academic and political discourse.

' A Jewish political and nationalist ideology that emphasizes the establishment and preservation of a Jewish state in
historic Palestine.
" Environmental justice is an approach to the equitable distribution of resources and environmental protection.
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